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Notable Birthdays
Actor Paul Reubens, known for 
portraying Pee-Wee Herman, turns 68. 

Dog whisperer Cesar Milan turns 51.

Fashion designer Tom Ford turns 59. 

R&B singer Mario turns 34. 

Rapper Mase turns 45. 

WNBA and Team USA basketball player 
Breanna Stewart turns 26. 

Gospel singer Yolanda Adams turns 59.

2007:
NFL quarterback Michael Vick pleaded 
guilty to a federal dogfighting charge. 
He was sentenced to 23 months in 
prison.

Notable Deaths
Darryl Dawkins, known as “Chocolate 
Thunder” when he played in the NBA, 
died on this date in 2015. The cause of 
death was a heart attack; he was 58.

Brian Epstein, the music executive who 
managed The Beatles to international 
stardom, died in 1967 of a drug 
overdose. He was 32. 

Gracie Allen, a vaudeville actress 
and comedian, died in 1964 of a heart 
attack. She was 69. 

Charles Evans Hughes, the 11th Chief 
Justice of the United States, died in 
1948. He was 86. 

Douglas Kenny, the comedy writer who 
created National Lampoon magazine 
and produced “Caddyshack,” died in 
1980 after falling off a cliff in Kauai, 
Hawaii. He was 33.

1962:
The United States launched the Mariner 
2 space probe, which flew past Venus 
the following December.

1975:
Haile Selassie, the last emperor of 
Ethiopia’s 3,000-year-old monarchy, 
died almost a year after being 
overthrown.

1859:
Edwin Drake drilled the first successful 
U.S. oil well near Titusville, Pa.

1883:
The island volcano Krakatoa erupted 
and the resulting tidal waves killed an 
estimated 36,000 people on Indonesian 
islands.

1928:
The Kellogg-Briand Pact was signed in 
Paris, outlawing war and providing for 
the peaceful settlement of disputes.

Breanna Stewart turns 26 today.

Joseph’s Bar & Grill has built an outdoor dining area on Downey Avenue. On Tuesday, the City 
Council extended its outdoor dining program an additional 180 days. (Photo by Eric Pierce)

2008:
Sen. Barack Obama was nominated for 
president by the Democratic National 
Convention in Denver.

Downey extends outdoor 
dining program

Mariner 2

DOWNEY — The Los Angeles 
County Department of Public 
Health on Tuesday confirmed 51 
new deaths and 989 new cases  
COVID-19, marking the first 
time the number of reported new 
cases has been under 1,000 since 
the beginning of June.  

In mid to late July, the daily 
reported number of new cases 
was around 3,200 cases per day. 

To date, Public Health 
identified 233,777 positive cases 
of COVID-19 across all areas of 
L.A. County, and a total of 5,605 
deaths.

The state is monitoring all 
counties on six indicators to 
determine their progress in 
slowing the spread of COVID-19. 
These indicators include testing 
capacity, how much transmission 
of the virus is happening in the 
community, how many people 
are currently hospitalized for 
COVID-19, and the capacity 
of hospitals to care for people 
with COVID-19 with adequate 
numbers of available Intensive 
Care Unit beds and ventilators. 

LA County is meeting five 
of the state’s six indicators, 
only missing the mark on the 
threshold of having less than 
100 cases per 100,000 residents. 
As of Aug. 25, the case rate per 
100,000 people is 196 cases per 
100,000 residents.

Gov. Gavin Newsom allowed 
local health officers the discretion 
to grant waivers to school 
districts and private schools that 
would permit schools to reopen 
for in-classroom instruction for 
students in grades TK through 
grade 6 once case rates were 
under 200 per 100,000 people. 

It is too early to tell if the 
county’s 14-day case rate will 
remain below 200, especially 
given cases reported on Monday 
and Tuesday are typically lower 
than other days of the week, 
officials said.

Underlying health conditions

Ninety-two percent of 
the people who died from 
COVID-19 had underlying 
health conditions, most notably 
diabetes and hypertension, 
according to data compiled by 
L.A. County health officials. 

Hypertension and diabetes 
are the most common underlying 
health conditions among people 
who died from COVID-19; 
neurologic conditions and 
cardiovascular disease is also 
common. 

Although people over 65 
years old make up the largest 
portion of people who died with 
underlying health conditions, 
younger people with underlying 
health conditions become 
seriously ill and die from the 
virus as well.

“It is important to remember 
that many people with 
underlying health conditions 
go to work, are out shopping 
for groceries, and enjoy all our 
beautiful recreational spaces,” 
said public health director 
Barbara Ferrer. “We can all help 
protect them from becoming 
infected by wearing cloth face 
coverings, distancing, and 
isolating and quarantining when 
needed. These actions protect all 
others, including people who are 
at increased risk – these actions 
save lives.”

 ■ The rate of infection 
is slowing, increasing 
optimism that schools 
could re-open this year.

By Alex Dominguez
Staff Writer

Covid 
shows 
signs of 
slowing

 ■ Restaurants, salons 
and other businesses can 
continue to operate outside 
for another 180 days.

DOWNEY — The City 
Council gave the green light to 
a temporary outdoor business 
activity program on Tuesday, 
officially setting guidelines for 
the use of public streets and 
parking stalls.

Council’s official go ahead 
comes after many businesses – 
including gyms, fitness centers, 
salons and barbershops - were 
forced to re-close their doors 
in mid-July due to an updated 
executive order from California 
Governor Gavin Newsom.

An updated order issued July 
21 allows for operation to occur 
outdoors if able to do so.

Downey developed an outdoor 
program shortly after the July 21 
order.

Business owners and 
property owners will now be able 
to designate outdoor walkways, 
sidewalks, and parking stalls 
for business activity, provided 
that they meet health and safety 
guidelines.

This program will be in effect 
for 180 days.

Additionally, a separate item 
extending the city’s current 
temporary outdoor dining 
program was also passed, 
stretching the program for an 
additional 180 days.

Both items were approved 
as a part of the consent 
calendar without any additional 
discussion, with Mayor Blanca 
Pacheco abstaining.

David Gafin

In a tribute to late community 

volunteer David Gafin, the 
Downey City Council on Tuesday 
unanimously approved renaming 
the Chamber of Commerce 
building in his honor.

Gaffin passed away in June at 
the age of 65 after a battle with 
cancer.

Known for his civic service, 
Gafin was elected to the Downey 
City Council in 2004 and served 
two terms, including a run as 
mayor from 2007-08.

He was also a past president 
of the Chamber of Commerce.

Councilman Rick Rodriguez 
said that the honor was “the 
most fitting.”

“Dave had a long history,” 
said Rodriguez. “He put his heart 
and soul into the Chamber to 
make it what it is today.”

Chamber Executive Director 
Michael Calvert said that Gafin 
was “very deserving” of the 
honor.

“He was such a big part of 
what we did every day,” said 
Calvert. “To see his name every 
day at the building is going to be 
amazing; we’re very happy about 
it.”

City Council 
Roundup

Police chief pay raise

The Downey Council 
approved a pay raise for the Chief 
of Police position over the next 
three years.

As it stood before council’s 
vote, the monthly salary range 
for the position was $16,333.84 to 
$19,927.29

The Chief of Police - currently 
Dean Milligan – will now receive 
three 2% pay raises effective June 
29, 2020, June 28, 2021, and June 
27, 2022.

This will set the new monthly 
wage ranges to $16,660.52 
to $20,325.84, $16,993.73 to 
$20,732.36, and $17,333.61 to 
$21,147.01, respectively.

This, of course, comes during 
a time of nationwide discussion 
over police funding.

Notably, City Council District 
5 candidate Juan “Joey” Martinez 
called in to Tuesday’s meeting to 
voice his disapproval.

“While you guys are 
expanding the police budget and 
giving a raise in salary, you guys 
are neglecting the majority part 
of Downey that is asking for you 
guys to be in solidarity with Black 
Lives Matter,” said Martinez. 
“There’s been two protests 

here… The Downey Council 
has refused to comment, or to 
legitimize this movement.”

“When you are working 
out these budgets and you are 
increasing these salaries, take 
into account the areas that you 
are neglecting, and you are 
neglecting the people.”

Council members approved 
the salary increase unanimously.

DowneyLink

Downey has suspended all 
fare collection for DowneyLink 
and Dial-a-Ride users.

The move comes in hopes 
that it will assist riders who 
may have been affected by the 
financial impacts of COVID-19.

DowneyLink occupancy 
has also been limited to 15 
passengers, and Dial-a-Ride to 
seven to ensure social distancing. 

Bus operators and passengers 
are required to wear masks.

It is unclear what fiscal 
impact this will have on 
Downey’s budget.

Mariana Pacheco enters race 
for Cerritos College board

DOWNEY — Marianna 
Pacheco, director of nursing 
at Downey Adult School, has 
announced that she will run 

By Alex Dominguez
Staff Writer

 ■ A registered nurse, she is 
also the mother of Downey 
mayor Blanca Pacheco.

for Cerritos College Board of 
Trustees Area 1.

“I’m already in education…I 
already try and help the students 
start off their career after they 
finish high school so they 
can pursue something,” said 
Pacheco. “I want to be able to 
do more for our students, and 
be able to do more for maybe the 
high school students, or seeing 
what other sort of articulation 
agreements we can do, and how 
we can partner better.”

Pacheco has been a registered 
nurse for over 40 years. She 
worked for the county for 34 
years, and was the clinical 
director at LACUSC for its clinics 
and employee health services.

Pacheco is a familiar face in 
Downey, having been a former 
president of Kiwanis. She is 
also a member of the Elks Club, 
as well as Downey Community 
Emergency Response Team.

She currently has the 
endorsements of State Assembly 
member Cristina Garcia, Downey 
council members Mayor Pro Tem 
Claudia Frometa, Rick Rodriguez 

and Alex Saab, and Downey 
Unified Board member Martha 
Sodetani, although she says she 
hasn’t finished reaching out to 
others.

Pacheco – of course – also 
has the support of her daughter, 
current Downey Mayor Blanca 
Pacheco.

She says she brings a “new 
perspective.”

“I really have an interest 
in, ‘How do we create better 
partnerships,’ ‘How do we create 
better industry involvement,’” 
said Pacheco. “I’m involved in 
SkillsUSA, so I’ve learned a lot 
about how to involve the private 
sector, and how do we get those 
students into the private sector 
and have the skills necessary 
to – as soon as they get out of 
school – to be able to get a job 
and perform.”

“I think bringing all those 
qualities into play and knowing 
what I know in regards to 
education, I think would be an 
important factor as to why I 
want to run and why it would be 
important to me.”

If elected, she says one of 
the first challenges she would 
like to tackle would be recovery 
from the effects of COVID-19, 
including bringing students back 
to campus.

“If elected, [my priority] is 
looking at what sort of protocols, 
what sort of things do we need 
to put in place to safely bring 
students and staff back onto 
campus.”

Pacheco says that she hopes 
constituents understand how 
important it is to her to “give 
back.”

“To me, education is 
extremely important, and it’s 
pivotal that we are all afforded 
that ability,” said Pacheco. “You 
can’t imagine how your doors 
will open up just by getting an 
education and expanding your 
horizons. I just want to help.”

Pacheco can be found on 
Facebook and Instagram, and has 
a website in development.
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T h e   P e t   S p o tT h e   P e t   S p o tT h e   P e t   S p o tT h e   P e t   S p o t
Hello friends,
Let’s say that beauty is in the hair…of the beholder! A groomer will trim the hair and mold it into something beautiful. Then cut 

the nails, manicure, file, even paint the nails! Last but not least, the booty squeeze. Which was just described to me by one of my 
clients. To clarify, this is another way of saying clean the anal glands. So, what is an anal gland on a dog and why does it need to 
be cleaned? Basically, an anal gland on a dog was used by wild dogs back in the day in a wild forest setting, they would do a little 
grunt then squeeze it out onto a bush to mark their territory against other animals. Gross huh? Well that’s nature. Domesticated 
dogs nowadays don’t need to do that anymore, being so domesticated, cats however do still do this. Most of the ones that do this 
are feral, but luckily our dogs have groomers to express it when they come in for grooming because it can lead to problems. If not 
treated, the anal glands can get impacted and actually burst out of the side of the tail, it’s called a busted anal gland. I’m basically 
writing today to make sure everyone who reads this understands that grooming is essential, your dog needs grooming whether it’s 
a Labradoodle or a Chihuahua. Most of the time I feel the main reason to groom a cat is to make is look pretty for in the house, but 
they could have fleas, or if they’re very fluffy their hair could get very matted up. Most owners don’t care to brush them every day, 
so they could possible be in need of a haircut, keep in mind that not a lot of groomers will groom cats. If you get a kitten, it is a 
very good idea to give it a bath every couple of months just to get them used to it so that if you ever do want to go to a groomer they 
don’t freak out! This can be very dangerous for the groomer. I very much worry about the fluffy dogs that don’t get a haircut for a 
year. Their skin can actually get bruised from the moving of the matted coat and there may be serious underlying problems such as 

fleas, ticks and other various parasites that could cause a horrible 
skin problem. Getting the hair off will be a big relief to your pet, 
especially in this hot weather. So now let me talk about your dog’s 
feet, or as we call them, paws. Pads on a dog’s feet are not leather, it 
is skin, and under that are a lot of tendons, ligaments, blood supply 
and connective tissue. If you walk your dog in 90-degree weather, 
you will burn your dog’s feet and they probably won’t complain. 
But once the pads crack, they will never heal. So, moral of the 
story is don’t walk your dog in the heat, which is considered 70 
degrees or hotter. I know common sense, go in the morning early 
to walk your dogs. A dog’s temperature is naturally at 101 degrees 
compared to a humans 98 degrees, so they’re always warmer than 
we are. Dogs do not sweat so the only way they cool down is to 
breathe hard and can you imagine trying to breathe hard when it 
feels like an oven outside? Most dogs should be inside when it is 90 
degrees outside because a dog can die from heat stroke. There are 
also air-conditioned day-care shops for dogs. I know we all love our 
pets, but there are some small things that some people don’t know. 
Everyone have a fabulous day, be safe and appreciate how much 
your pets love you.

Contributed by Anna’s Pet Grooming

Hair, Nails, and a Booty Squeeze!
Before

After
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William F. Queen was born January 18, 1934 in Franklin, North 
Carolina and passed away at the age of 86 from a massive stroke 
on May 12, 2020 in Coronado, California. He was surrounded by 
his family. The Queen family moved from North Carolina to Bell 
Gardens, California in the 1940’s and bought a home in nearby 
Downey where Bill graduated from Downey High School. He 
joined the U.S. Air Force in March 1951 and married Aleene, his high 

school sweetheart, in December. Bill’s basic training was in armament and he served proudly 
as a gunner on B-29’s while stationed in Louisiana, Colorado, New Mexico and Okinawa. 
Bill played baseball, basketball and track in school and continued to play sports in the Air 
Force. While stationed in Okinawa his basketball team played in the Far East Championship 
in Japan. Joe Risser, Ira Pate and Bruce Gifford were good friends in high school. Bill and 
Aleene’s sons, Kevin (Downey High School, Class of 1973) and Jef (Downey High School, 
Class of 1975) were active in North Downey Little League baseball; Bill was first a coach 
and very soon President of North Downey Little League in the 1960’s. He was very happy 
to receive emails recently from several team members saying his baseball suggestions had 
helped them during their lifetime. Bill owned an office machine repair business and repaired 
special office machines called Robotypers until computers replaced Robotypers. He worked 
at Santa Fe Railroad until he retired, first as a yard clerk and finally as Train Master. Being a 
history buff he loved to read about the Revolutionary and Civil Wars so the East Coast was a 
popular vacation destination. After retirement an RV was home on wheels while visiting all 
but 11 of the United States. Bill, Aleene, Kev, Jef and Jef’s wife Jessa, moved to Coronado in 
2001. Survivors are Aleene, his wife of 68 years, sons Kevin, Jef and Jessa. Also grandchildren 
Matthew, Malia, Tiara, Myca, Olivia and Ela and great-grandchildren, Aiden, Kayla, Danny 
and Bella. Close family Janice, Vic, Juanita, Sonny, Linda, Beth and many dear friends.

William F. Queen
January 18, 1934 - May 12, 2020

     In Memory of

As part of the Greatest Generation 
Dr. Richard Lee Thompson was 
born at the beginning of the 
Depression in Maryville, Missouri to 
farmers John and Reah Thompson.  
They abandoned the farm during 
the Dust Bowl and moved to 
California…first to Watts, then Lodi 
and finally to Downey where Dick 
and his sister Mary graduated from 

Downey High School in 1944.  He then joined the Navy at 
the end of World War II. He earned a Bachelors degree in 
Business from USC before being recalled into the Navy for 
the Korean War.  He trained in the Underwater Demolition 
Team (UDT), the precursor to the Navy SEALs.  Dick was 
a frogman.  After completing his service he returned to 
USC and the School of Dentistry.  Dick practiced dentistry 
in Laguna Beach.  Before leaving for his tour in Korea he 
married Barbara LIntz Thompson from Long Beach in 1951.  
Barbara and Dick had two sons, Bobby and Doug.  Barbara 
and Dick loved golf and were among the original members 
of El Niguel Country Club.  Dick earned his small craft pilots 
license and flew his parents and grandmother back to 
Missouri as a special trip.  After retirement Dick enjoyed his 
family, his golf and foremost USC football.  He rarely missed 
a game.  He was inducted into the Downey High School Hall 
of Fame in 2005. He fell in love and married Irmgard Barth at 
the age of 79.  Dick is survived by his son, Doug and wife Lisa 
Mae, grandson, Andrew, granddaughter, Corrina and niece 
Denise Whitney.  We will celebrate his life and 93 birthday on 
August 29.  Fight on!  

Richard Lee Thompson
August 29, 1927 - August 18, 2020

     In Memory of

Paging Dr. Frischer...
By Dr. Alan Frischer

My wife and I had an amaz-
ing vacation booked for Febru-
ary. February sure does seem 
like a long time 
from now, so of 
course by then 
travel will be 
no problem…
right? Well, 
I had put the 
odds of taking 
this trip at a 
lot less than 
50-50, and just this morning 
the decision was made for me: 
the tour company cancelled the 
trip. Next February, you’ll find 
me hanging around the office 
instead.

Travel increases the chance 
of contracting COVID-19, and 
of spreading infection. Staying 
home is certainly the least risky 
action at this time. When will it 
be safe to plan vacations again? 
It depends on where and how, 
and the answer is constantly 
changing.

Of course, not all travel is for 
exploring new places and having 
new adventures. What about 
visiting family or friends? The 
dangers of travel are multiplied 
if you or your loved ones have 
COVID-19 risk factors (including 
age, obesity, diabetes, and other 
conditions). Keep in mind that 
merely because you share blood 
ties or a long history, even close 
family or friends are not in your 
pod. You have not been isolating 
together. The safest way to form 
a new pod is for both parties to 
quarantine for 14 days, and to 
test negative. 

If you do travel, I urge you to 
practice all of the new-normal 
pandemic precautions. Wash 
your hands often with soap and 
water or hand sanitizer. Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose and 
mouth. Keep at least six feet 

between you and others. Wear a 
face covering in public. Pick up 
food at drive-throughs or use 
curbside service. 

At this time, many countries 
with low COVID-19 infec-
tion rates are not welcoming 
Americans. With 177 coun-
tries reporting cases (note that 
Antarctica is the only continent 
without a single case!), the U.S. 
Department of State has finally 
lifted the general do-not-travel 
warning. Instead, it has issued 
individual warnings by country. 
Before you travel, checktravel.
state.gov for the latest State 
Department information. 

Domestically, each of our 
50 states has its own rules and 
travel restrictions. As with 

international travel, this is a 
rapidly changing, fluid situa-
tion. Make sure that you are well 
versed in the most current rules 
for your destination. 

So, what is the safest way to 
travel?

·The CDC maintains that 
the risk of air travel is relatively 
low. However, spending time in 
security lines and airport ter-
minals makes it very difficult to 
avoid coming into close contact 
with other people and with fre-
quently touched surfaces. 

The good news is that even 
with a severe reduction in the 
number of flights, many are only 
50% to 60% filled. (Still, other 
flights are nearly fully booked 
and distancing becomes impos-
sible.) In-flight food and drink 
service has largely been elimi-
nated. Recirculated cabin air 
appears to be less of a danger. 
All international jetliners are 
equipped with High Efficiency 
Particulate Air (HEPA) filters, 

similar to those found in hos-
pital operating rooms. Cabin 
air is circulated vertically from 
ceiling to floor, and refreshed 
every two to three minutes. 
Between flights, airplane cabins 
are scrubbed down with anti-
microbial disinfectants. (Note 
that not all domestic flights are 
HEPA-equipped.)

·Those traveling on a bus 
or train find it very difficult to 
avoid coming into close contact 
with other people and with fre-
quently touched surfaces. When 
possible, avoid busses and trains 
at this time.

·Automobile travel usually 
requires stops along the way 
for gas, food, and bathroom 
breaks, putting the traveller in 
close contact with other people 
and surfaces. Any kind of a car 
service or rideshare exposes us 
to contact with the driver and 
surfaces. Renting a car certainly 
poses fewer risks then taking 
public transit, but I would advise 
wiping down and ventilating any 

rental.
·RV travel has seen a huge 

increase in demand, and does 
mitigate some risks. However, 
there may still be stops for gas, 
food, and campgrounds, all in-
volving contact with people and 
surfaces.

·Are hotel rooms safe? What 
about vacation rentals? As states 
lift their stay-at-home orders, 
restrictions on hotels are start-
ing to ease. The bigger chains 
promise heightened safety 
protocols, including contact-
less check-in and more rigorous 
cleaning practices. Nonetheless, 
some travelers choose to bring 
their own cleaning supplies. 

It is unclear at this point how 
safe hotel stays are, but practic-
ing all of the usual precautions 

- hand washing, face masks and 
distancing - will increase your 
level of safety.

·Most cruise lines have put 
operations on hold, although 
a handful are resuming with 
amended itineraries and en-
hanced health protocols. 

Travel has never been so 
complicated. Unfortunately, we 
will still be living in a pandemic 
for quite some time. If you do 
plan to travel, please do so as 
safely as possible. Bon voyage!

Dr. Alan Frischer is former chief of 
staff and former chief of medi-
cine at Downey Regional Medical 
Center. Write to him in care of this 
newspaper at 8301 E. Florence Ave., 
Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240.
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DOWNEY — Our Downey 
Unified schools have been 
open in Distance Learning for 
two weeks now. Students are 
working hard to learn, and 
teachers are working hard to 
make the learning possible.  

As a district, we are 
emphasizing: flexibility, grace 
and patience with students, 
parents, and ourselves as we 
continue this journey together.

Although schools in 
California went from being 
open on March 13 to closed for 
in-person instruction on March 
16, reopening our campuses 
to students will not happen 
over a weekend.  With health 
department requirements for 
physical distancing, only about 
half of our students would be able 

Eye on our Schools

By Donald LaPlante
President, 
Downey Board of Education

to be on campus at any time.  For 
all except possibly the smallest 
Special Education programs, the 
Hybrid Model (some at-home, 
some at-school) of learning will 
be the plan as we prepare for our 
students’ return.

Make no mistake, teaching 
in a Distance Learning 
environment is certainly harder 
for almost everyone compared 
to in-person instruction. 
Imagine trying to teach a young 
student to read over a computer 
screen or trying to teach playing 
a musical instrument via Zoom. 

Even student group work 
over Zoom is not quite the same 
as being able to turn to the 
student beside you to talk about 
a question or problem.

I want to give a big shout out 
to our Instructional Technology 
team and subject matter coaches 
that spent uncounted hours 
over the summer preparing 
and training teachers to teach 
in a virtual environment.There 
have been workshops where 
hundreds of teachers have been 
in attendance.  

Every secondary teacher 
completed 10 hours of course 
work on how to teach virtually 
along with training in the new 
Canvas learning management 
system.

Is this the best way for 
students to learn?  No.  Is it the 
safest way for students, teachers 
and aides at this moment in the 
COVID-19 pandemic?  Yes.

Everyone in Downey Unified 
is looking forward to the day 
when we will be able to start 
bringing students back into the 
school buildings for in-person 
instruction. And, with each 
week, we are getting closer based 
upon the latest information 
from the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health.  

However, to even be 
considered for the opportunity 
to get a waiver to open any part 
of our elementary schools, the 
county’s COVID-19 case rate 
must be under 200 per 100,000 
people. As of Tuesday morning, 
the 14-day case rate is 210.  

Downey Unified is planning 
on starting consultations in the 
coming weeks with teachers 
and parents to discuss various 
areas in regard to beginning the 
transition to returning to in-
person instruction.

When Downey Unified was 
planning a year ago for this 
school year, all elementary 
and middle school students 
were going to have an iPad for 
use at school.  For elementary 
students, the device would have 
stayed at school. The devices 
would work on Wi-Fi at school. 

That great plan changed in 
March. No longer could anyone 
assume that devices could 
stay at school. Our Technology 
Department was able to trade, at 
no extra cost, our new iPads with 
Apple for newer iPads that are 
all cellular enabled to support 
students who don’t have access 
to Wi-Fi. 

Our food service heroes also 
continue to provide meals for 
student pick-up every day. The 
federal regulations have changed 
from the spring and summer in 
regard to how we provide meals 
for our students. The rules 
from the US government have 
reverted to free breakfast for all 
students in Downey Unified and 
lunch at a cost unless eligible 
under the Free and Reduced 
Priced Meal program.  

Those who have not applied 

for this program can get their 
daily meals for $2, billed to their 
student’s account, which is still 
a great deal. 

If you have any questions 
about eligibility or the 
application process, visit 
our Food Services website, 
DUSDeats.net, or contact them 
by phone at (562) 469-6674. 

Applications can also be 
filled out online through Parent 
Connect or DUSDeats.net, or by 
picking up a paper application at 
your child’s school or the district 
office.

Our summer programs were 
also run via Distance Learning 
this year, and although unlike 
anything we were used to, they 
were very successful.  Although 
we were unable to provide all of 
our traditional summer offerings 
to our students, we were still able 
to provide summer enrichment 
for many of our students. 

Our TK-8 Extended School 
Year (ESY) programs serviced 
530 students with special needs, 
with an overall attendance rate 
of over 90% daily. Our high 
school summer programs served 
both students with special 
needs and students in need of 
credit recovery, grade repair and 
certain courses for advancement 
that would allow students to 
take more electives during the 
school year.  

There were 2,930 high school 
students enrolled that earned 
a total 18,241 credits, which is 
equivalent to more than one full 
semester class per student.

I want to close by thanking 
you for your continuing support 
of all of our students, teachers 
and staff. This is an unusual 
time for us all and to remind 
everyone of the three key words 
we are focused on in Downey 
Unified.  Let’s all do our best to 
navigate this new venture with 
Flexibility, Grace and Patience, 
for ourselves and each other.

Philanthropist and community advocate Dr. Mary Stauffer 
turned 103 years old Wednesday.

“The ENTIRE Downey Unified family would like to wish Dr. 
Stauffer a very happy 103rd birthday!,” the Downey Unified 
School District posted on Facebook. 

“We are sad that we are unable to celebrate with you in 
person this year, so we wanted to at least share photos of the 
celebrations over the last few years.

We cannot thank you enough for ALL you have done and 
continue to do for our students!”

(Photo by Eric Pierce)

Credit union has grants 
for teachers

DOWNEY — California Credit Union is inviting all Los Angeles 
County teachers who have an innovative class project idea to apply 
for a credit union grant through its bi-annual Teacher Grant Program.

The California Credit Union grant program is available to full-
time teachers in Los Angeles County who are looking to fund a 
special learning opportunity, either in classroom or virtual, for their 
students. Ten California Credit Union grants of $500 each will be 
awarded to Los Angeles and Orange County teachers in November in 
the fall program.

The project should have clearly defined learning objectives tied to 
students’ academic needs, display creativity, and benefit a significant 
number of students. Interested teachers can find more information 
and apply online at ccu.com/teachergrant. The application deadline 
is October 2, 2020.

Originally founded to serve the education community, California 
Credit Union has awarded $115,000 in teacher grants to benefit 
students across Southern California since the creation of the program 
in 2012. The bi-annual program offers up to 20 grants in the spring 
and fall to teachers across Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San 
Diego counties. 

Past projects using grant funding have included robotics and 
STEAM programs, community garden and environmental science 
learning, arts programs, and many more.
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By Jackie Gingrich Cushman
A little over two months from now, American voters will have 

a choice to make: Vote for President Donald J. Trump and Vice 
President Mike Pence, or for former Vice President Joe Biden and 
California Sen. Kamala Harris for president and vice president 
of the United States. There are other options: to not vote, or to 
vote for a third-party candidate. The one certainty: Those who 
don’t vote or who vote for a third-party candidate will not have a 
chance to vote for the winning team.

Either Trump/Pence or Biden/Harris will be the winning team, 
even though it might take more than one night to identify the 
winner if there are challenges in the vote counting. In 2000, the 
George W. Bush/Al Gore contest was not decided until Dec. 12, 
when the Supreme Court decided in favor of Bush’s team, leading 
to Gore’s concession the next day.

Let’s be clear: The Electoral College’s 538 electors decide who 
gets elected. A candidate has to win at least 270 of those votes to 
win (hence the name of the 270toWin.com website, which tracks 
the election). Makes you wonder how Democrats can continually 
win the popular vote and lose the election — until you realize 
that they typically do so by winning large urban areas but losing 
rural areas.

Each state has as many electors as it has senators and 
congressional representatives combined. California has 55, 
while Delaware has 3. The adoption of the 23rd Constitutional 
Amendment gave the District of Columbia the same number of 
electors as the state with the smallest number.

Almost all of the states allocate their electoral votes on a 
winner-take-all basis. For example, if the California popular 
vote is a win for the Democratic candidate, he or she would win 
all 55 electoral votes.

Two states, Nebraska and Maine, allocate their electoral votes 
differently. Each winner of the congressional district popular 
vote wins one electoral vote, with the state winner winning the 
two statewide electoral votes.

The Electoral College process has resulted in five instances of 
presidents winning the election but losing the popular vote. The 
first, in 1824, resulted in no one winning the Electoral College. 
The winner (John Quincy Adams) was decided by the House of 
Representatives in February of the following year.

The election of 1876 between Rutherford B. Hayes, the 
Republican governor of Ohio, and Samuel Tilden, the Democratic 
governor of New York, resulted in Hayes becoming president due 
to an unwritten 1877 compromise. The compromise? The four 
states with 20 uncommitted electors pledged them to Hayes on 
the condition that the Republicans agreed to pull federal troops 
out of the South. This led to the end of the Reconstruction.

Once the federal troops were removed, many white 
Republicans fled the South, and control of the Southern state 
political structure was solidified by Democratic “Reedeemers,” 
who went on to disenfranchise blacks.

In 1888, Republican Benjamin Harrison beat Democratic 
incumbent Grover Cleveland by winning a majority of the 
electoral votes despite losing the popular vote.

In 2000, Republican nominee George W. Bush lost the 
popular vote to Democratic nominee Al Gore. This past election, 
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton won the popular vote, but 
Donald Trump won the presidency by winning 304 Electoral 
College votes.

While these two elections might be used as examples of why 
we should change the Electoral College, the fact is, if the process 
were changed, then the candidates would change their campaign 
approaches. In the current process, much of the time, energy 
and money of the campaign is spent on swing states, states that 
might flip from one party to the other. But these swing states 
change over time.

If there were only a national popular vote, then every vote 
would count the same. Metro areas would be more valuable 
places for candidates to campaign, and small states could simply 
be ignored.

The founders created a complex system that balances popular 
votes, the federal system, state size, and an understanding that 
pure democracy could lead to rule by a simple majority and leave 
little room for political compromise. As Benjamin Franklin 
reportedly said, “Democracy is two wolves and a sheep deciding 
what to have for dinner.” You can guess how that would end up.

So next time you hear someone say, “But he lost the popular 
vote,” respond, “Yes, and that’s how the system works. The 
winner of the Electoral College wins.”

Jackie Gingrich Cushman is a columnist and author of “Our Broken 
America.”

How to 
win the 
presidency

Library renovations
Dear Editor:

About two years ago, the City of Downey was told that our public 
library was going to close for renovations, or a “make-over,” which 
was projected to last for about a year. Thinking back to those times, 
little did one suspect that we would lose our library long term.

First of all, the library did not need the millions of dollars-worth 
of work. It was a fine library, having had renovations already. It had 
a renovated computer room, a spacious auditorium for meetings, and 
even a bistro-type snack and drink shop right out its back door. Its 
lively used book store was the only one of its kind in the city. It had 
everything a civic library needs.

And so work began, though nothing looked different from the 
outside of the building. There were no updates given as to how the 
project was progressing. No news at all.

Then the COVID-19 pandemic struck. Some movement was still 
seen at the construction site, but not much. But the virus seems to 
have been and remains a good excuse for not finishing the project, 
even close to the time they told us. It remains closed for seemingly 
an indefinite time.

Meanwhile, the hundreds of people it assisted week after week 
have nowhere to go. Especially the handicapped and senior customers 
it always served so well, have had to find other (or, mostly, no other) 
substitutions for their needs. The “project” just sits there, as far as 
anyone knows.

As far as this regular customer is concerned the library has 
become a non-entity, to be forgotten. What was once a proud asset of 
the Downey civic scene no longer really cares, as the work – whatever 
it is – goes on and on. Are they looking for donations? I believe it 
would be wasted money, when we should rather use the funds to help 
the homeless, and then could see the results.

What surprises me the most, is that I have seen nothing in the 
weekly newspaper or on a poster at the City Hall or elsewhere about 
this “library situation;” has the public simply turned it all to apathy?

John DeLaney
Downey

Happy birthday, Dr. Stauffer
Dear Editor:

Today [Wednesday] we celebrate the first 103 years of Dr. Mary 
Stauffer’s birthday. To Downey residents, Dr. Stauffer does not 
need to be introduced. Her philanthropy is legendary (disclosure: 
both of my children were Stauffer Scholars and 4.0 GPA merit 
award recipients and received monetary rewards from the Stauffer 
Foundation).

From financing Project Lead The Way to provide STEM training 
for teachers, to buying instruments for the band at Stauffer (nee 
West) Middle School, to funding the Cyberobic Center which won the 
Golden Bell award for the DUSD, to providing digital printers for the 
Rocket Lab students, 

Dr. Stauffer was heavily involved in the education of our youth. The 
Stauffer Scholars recognition ignited the way for many elementary 
and middle school students to think about attending college.

She taught  me and other parents how to create 529 accounts to 
save money for our children’s education.

More importantly than money Dr. Stauffer provided moral 
support to students in their academic competitions. I’ll never forget 
the day when Warren High students were being featured in an early 
morning TV program when I saw Dr. Stauffer arrive at 6:30 AM to 
the Columbia Memorial Space Center to show her support for the 
students featured. 

She was also present at the Robotics Competition at the Stay 
Gallery and demonstrated to the students with her presence how 
much she appreciated their academic efforts.

I am proud to have been the first to propose and promote the 
naming of a school after Dr, Stauffer.

It is now the time to think about changing the name of the city to 
Stauffer city since, to paraphrase Winston Churchill, never so many 
owed so much to one person.

My claim to fame is that I know Dr. Stauffer personally and have 
enjoyed her fellowship for many years as a member of the Rotary 
Club of Downey.

Let’s hope we can celebrate Dr. Stauffer’s birthday for another 
103 years.

Jorge Montero
Downey

Lack of social distancing
Dear Editor:

COVID-19 has certainly affected small businesses throughout the 
country and Downey is no exception. That’s why I thought it was a 
great idea when the city closed down the area between 2nd and 3rd 
streets on Downey avenue. 

Keeping small business afloat is certainly important, however, I 
think keeping our community healthy is even more important.

I will not single out any business, but certainly you can look at 
social media posts and see some of these businesses are not adhering 
to social distancing guidelines. Downey has given the opportunity 
for these businesses to move seating outside and yet every Sunday 
morning I see people posting Instagram stories from the night 
before. People are jammed packed in these outside areas, not a mask 
in sight.

I understand the risk of transmission in outside areas is lower 
than inside areas. But when you’re placing tables three feet away 
from each other, enclosing your area, and adding a canopy, you might 
as well be inside.

The last I checked Downey ranked in the top five of all cities in 
LA County in terms of COVID-19 cases. If we continue to let these 
businesses skirt around social distancing guidelines, we will continue 
to see cases in our community go up.

John Juarez
Downey

Millennial politicians
Dear Editor:

I want to begin this piece by saying that I am a millennial. I am 
a first generation Mexican-American millennial who lived through 
what every millennial has grown up with. The disconnect from a 
yester-world of telephones with chords on them and disposable 
cameras to the present day and forevermore state of living on the 
technological grid.

I have been a news junkie for as long as I could remember and 
I became incredibly interested with the way our government works 
since I was a 9 year old sitting in the Huntington Park Council 
Chamber in my baseball uniform begging them to keep the lights on 
in the park’s baseball field so we could practice after all the other 
teams had gone. 

More importantly I became engaged in our government and 
local city council when I was in my sophomore year of high school; 
understanding how the U.S government came to be and works 
presently, how local ordinances affect our residents, understanding 
the Brown Act, being a poll worker at 16 for federal and local elections, 
reading the U.S Constitution and being informed on the diversity in 
various cultures from cities to counties to states.

In this time of chaos throughout the nation, there is something 
that continues to irk me everyday and that is millennial politicians. 
And I know what you may be thinking, “Jim, these young people are 
going to bring the change that we need. Out with the old ideas and in 
with the new.” But is it? Really?

My issue with these younger politicians really isn’t their passion 
because clearly it is spewing out of every pore for some of these folks. 
When I first met a peer of mine, she shook my hand, introduced 
herself and immediately followed that up with, “I’m going to be 
mayor someday.” And kudos to her, she is in that spot a little less 
than three years later.

What concerns me about millennial politicians is the fact that 
we are incredibly overconfident with little substance to back that 
confidence up. According to a Pew research study, millennials are 
more entitled and confident than previous generations. We really 
did grow up with trophies for showing up everyday to schools, were 
taught to believe that our opinions -- no matter how right or wrong 
-- are valid and moreover we set up the infrastructure that is the 
current social media sphere in popular culture.

And it’s these things that are bleeding into Southeast Los Angeles 
politicians. They are hyper obsessed with their image, they treat our 
seniors as challenges to overcome, they treat our communities as 
victims and they are the sole protectors of the people and they use an 
entire online sphere of “like-minded” strangers as justifications for 
their reasoning and actions.

They are incredibly good at this. They are savvy and they work 
the online crowds by using buzzwords, by sharing images to give the 
perception of them being “active” at work and they have the young 
generation at their whim. But I have known enough politicians to 
know when I am being pandered to or when they give out politically 
convenient milk-toast responses and I am growing tired of it.

I know a lot of you are excited about the young people getting 
involved in politics, but frankly, I am not. I would not and do not 
trust most people my age because I still think they need time to grow 
and get to know themselves. Let kids be kids, let teens (as annoying 
as they may be) be teens, let young adults be young adults and find 
themselves. 

And that is exactly what these young adults need time to do-- 
grow up. Because for a long time we were saying that Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram is not the real world but it is now and that is 
truly an unfortunate turn in history. Most of these people have never 
been in management or lead positions in a private workplace, most 
of these people have never worked a budget before, some of them 
just started paying bills. 

No amount of education will amount to real world experience 
and any adult with a fully formed prefrontal cortex will 100% agree 
on that. So the combination of entitlement, slight narcissism and 
inexperience is just a recipe waiting to alienate the very people they 
were voted in to serve and it has already begun. Just hop onto any 
city’s local Facebook group page.

I have seen some terrible elected officials in my 10 years of active 
involvement in our local cities. From the Robert Rizzo scandal in the 
city of Bell, the shady workings of disgraced Mario Beltran in Bell 
Gardens, the Albert Robles case (fun fact: Robles was California’s 
youngest person to hold public office, his youth was much of his draw) 
that nearly bankrupted the city of South Gate, former Huntington 
Park Councilwoman Linda Luz Guevara being charged with perjury 
to the complete mismanagement and incompetence of the Central 
Basin Municipal Water District.

Now imagine what kinds of horror stories can come out of this 
generation and it is all going to unfold on the online public square. 
Every young generation thinks they will change the world through 
political and social action. I am sure that is exactly what most of the 
most ineffective politicians on the national stage thought when they 
were first elected into office in the 70’s or 80’s.

I do not think we need young inexperienced, overconfident, self 
obsessed politicians who use hashtags and TikToks to reach out to 
constituents. To me, the greatest trait of a leader is that they do not 
want to be a leader. These folks using our cities as stepping stones to 
make it all the way to the top is suspect. Call me an old fart but I am 
very much one of them. I am a millennial, vote us out.

Jim Torres
South Gate

Bus fares
Dear Editor:

I’d like to thank the City of Downey for waiving its fees to ride the 
DowneyLink bus system. 

Not only will this help riders who have been financially impacted 
by Covid, it also reduces hand-to-hand contact to minimize the 
spread of the virus. 

However, why was Downey so late to do this? Los Angeles waived  
Metro bus fares on March 23. Norwalk waived its bus fares a couple 
of monhs ago. 

It seems Downey is always one step behind other communities in 
regards to Covid and perhaps that helps explain our high infection 
rate.

Teresa Blanchard
Downey
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SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

You can contact puzzle editor Stan-
ley Newman at his e-mail address: 
StanXwords@aol.com. Or write him 
at P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, NY 
11762, Please send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope if you’d like a reply.
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Authentic Fresh Made Mexican FoodAAAAAAuuuuuuttttttthhhhhhheeeeeennnnnttttttiiiiiiccccc FFFFFFrrrreeeeesssssshhhhhh MMMMMMMMMaaaaddddddeeeee MMMMMMMMeeeeeexxxxxxxiiiiiiccccccaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooddddddAAAAAAAAAAA
Grill & Cantina

Tel. 562.622.9100
11010 Paramount Blvd.

Downey, CA 90241

Downey Patriot SpecialDowney Patriot Special

Sunday-Thursday 
10am-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
10am-9:30pm

HAPPY HOUR
         ALL DAY on
          well drinks,
     House Margaritas
        & Micheladas

Take Out Only
Spend $25 and

get $5 o� 
Spend $50 and

get $10 o� 
Will Deliver within

a 2 mile radius

While reading the L.A. 
Times over breakfast this 
morning, this headline caught 
my eye: “Coronavirus Outbreak 
Infects Inmates at Calipatria 
Prison.” I was so surprised to 
learn that a prison exists there.

I know Calipatria from my 
childhood as “Calipat.”  Dad’s 

Short story: Calipat
By Sharon Benson Smith sister, Aunt Jackie McCoy and 

her children, Joyce, Sonny, 
Greg, and Sheila lived there. 
Her husband, Clint, had been 
cleaning his shotgun after dove 
hunting when it accidentally 
went off and he was killed. 

Dad and Mom took the four 
of us kids (George, Cal, Phyllis 
and I) to visit the McCoy’s at 
their home for the weekend.  

They had a swimming pool, 
so we were all fired up and 
couldn’t wait to be on the road 
for that long drive from our 
home in East Los Angeles.

I forget our ages but recall 
that sister Phyllis was the 
Benson’s toddler. The rest of 
us must have been of grammar 
school age.

I’ll never forget seeing 

cousin Sonny (brother George’s 
age) literally dive off the roof of 
their house into the swimming 
pool! It was so dangerous, 
but awesome, and evidently 
something that was second 
nature to him. Aunt Jackie, too, 
just seemed nonchalant about 
it and took it in stride while the 
rest of us held our breath and 
probably prayed.

This was also the weekend 
that Phyllis jumped into the 
pool to be with Mom. Mom 
reached down to pull her up. 
It was touch and go for awhile, 
with mom holding Phyllis 

up and the weight of Phyllis 
pulling her down; they bobbed 
up and down a few times before 
“someone” took Phyllis from 
her hands.  

Mom told me she never 
knew who it was that took 
Phyllis from her hands to 
safety. She spoke of the 
incident quite often over the 
years.

Aunt Jackie and all her 
McCoy children are gone now, 
but in my memory remains 
that long ago enjoyable 
weekend with Mom, Dad, my 
then siblings, the McCoy’s, 

and our visit to their home in 
“Calipat.”
Sharon Benson Smith is a 
member of the memoirs writing 
class at the Norwalk Senior 
Center, which is currently meeting 
virtually.



Thursday, Aug. 27, 20208  |  The Downey Patriot

Crime Report
Detectives are investigating a brandishing of a firearm 

incident that occurred on Aug. 10 at about 4:20 a.m., near Elm 
Vista Dr. and Adenmoor Ave. The victim, an adult male, stated 
he was approached by male suspects in a newer model luxury 
vehicle. The suspects exited the vehicle and one of the males 
brandished a firearm. The victim ran from the suspects and hid 
in a garage while calling police. Officers checked the area and 
were unable to locate the vehicle.

On 8/12/2020 at approximately 11:45 a.m., two juveniles 
reported that their father had physically abused them at their 
residence in the 13000 block of Columbia Way. Both children 
had injuries including bruising and scars attributed to the abuse. 
Officers responded to the home and arrested the father without 
incident. Detectives assisted with the investigation. The father 
was charged with felony child abuse.

On 8/15/2020 at approximately 10 p.m., officers responded 
to a house that has received numerous loud party complaints 
in the 10000 block of Pico Vista Rd. The party was broken up 
and the homeowner received a citation for a municipal code 
violation.

Detectives are investigating a strong arm robbery that 
occurred on 8/15/2020 at about 11:30 p.m. at Downey Ave. and 

Alameda St. The female adult victim was in a parking lot and 
argued briefly with the suspect who then attacked her. Both fell 
to the ground and the victim dropped her purse. The suspect 
grabbed the victim’s purse and fled. The victim sustained minor 
injuries from the incident.

On 8/16/2020 at approximately 1:35 p.m., officers were 
dispatched to the train tracks to the rear of 9800 block of 
Firestone Blvd. to assist the Downey Fire Department with a fire 
on the train tracks. Officers were needed for traffic control and 
because of  transients in the area.

On 8/17/2020 at approximately 10:05 p.m., officers 
responded to the 11500 block of Old River School Rd. regarding 
a call of shots fired into an apartment. Officers determined the 
apartment in question was unoccupied. The victim later returned 
and believed the suspect was her mother’s boyfriend due to her 
mother being in hiding after making a domestic violence report. 
Detectives responded to assist with the investigation and later 
discovered the suspect on the roof of his apartment complex. 
When confronted by officers and detectives, the suspect came 
down from the roof and was arrested without incident.

On 8/18/2020 at approximately 1 a.m., officers responded 
to 10200 Paramount Blvd., Chase Bank, regarding a robbery 
with a firearm. The adult victim was in the parking lot when 
he was approached by the adult female suspect who demanded 
his cell phone and money. The suspect raised her shirt and had 
an exposed firearm in her waistband.  The victim drove off and 
the suspect was detained on Paramount Blvd., north of Florence 
Ave. Officers located a loaded 9mm handgun in the planter. The 
suspect was positively identified and arrested for robbery.

Detectives are investigating a robbery that occurred at Aloha 
Liquor, 11837 Lakewood Blvd., on 8/19/2020 at about 2:55 p.m. 
An adult male suspect entered the store, made a beer selection 
and walked out. When the clerk confronted the suspect outside 
the store and told him he needed to pay for the beer, the suspect 
brandished a knife then fled in a white truck.

On 8/20/2020 at approximately 6:15 p.m., officers responded 
to a call of an overdose in the 8400 block of Lexington Dr. The 
juvenile female was heavily intoxicated with labored breathing. 
Downey Fire Department transported her to Downey PIH where 
she recovered.

On 8/21/2020 at approximately 4 p.m., officers responded to 
the 7400 block of Firestone Blvd. regarding a stabbing call. A 
male transient approached the victim while holding two knives. 
For no apparent reason, the suspect stabbed the victim in the 
thigh and cut his right hand. Officers arrived and detained the 
suspect without incident. The victim was treated for a minor 
stab wound and cut, and refused to go to the hospital. The 
knives were recovered and the suspect was booked for assault 
with a deadly weapon.

On 8/23/2020 at approximately 9 p.m., Whittier Police 
Department requested a police canine for a search of a building 
that was burglarized in the 13100 block of Firestone Blvd. 
Corporal Rodriguez and his canine partner, Rex, responded and 
a search was conducted. The suspect was not located during the 
search.

LOS ANGELES — A chiropractor was sentenced Monday to 46 
months in federal prison for conspiring to defraud a labor union’s 
health care benefit plan by offering kickbacks to patients for 
attending the clinic and by submitting approximately $4.8 million 
in sham billings.

Mahyar David Yadidi, 38, of West Los Angeles, was sentenced by 
United States District Judge R. Gary Klausner, who also ordered him 
to pay $1,976,832 in restitution.

In November 2019, Yadidi pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy 
to commit health care fraud.

Yadidi operated Philips San Pedro Chiropractic – formerly known 
as Synergy Healthcare and Wellness Center – in San Pedro. From 
July 2016 to October 2018, Yadidi operated a scheme to defraud the 
International Longshore and Warehouse Union – Pacific Maritime 
Association (ILWU-PMA) health care benefit plan. 

Yadidi worked with co-conspirators Ivan Semerdjiev, 41, of Irvine, 
a chiropractor who worked for Yadidi, and Julian Williams, 45, of San 
Pedro, a personal trainer who also worked for Yadidi.      

ILWU-PMA health care plan members were induced by Yadidi to 
visit his clinic with offers of $50 in cash for each visit, according to 
a one-count criminal information filed in this case. Yadidi also paid 

Chiropractor 
sentenced for 
defrauding union

plan members to allow him to bill the plan when members did not 
visit his clinic.

Yadidi offered monetary incentives to Williams, Semerdjiev, and 
other employees, as well as to patients, to recruit additional plan 
members to visit his clinic. Williams induced plan members to visit 
the clinic by falsely informing them that they could receive personal 
athletic training services from him that the plan would pay for.

Once plan members either visited Yadidi’s clinic or agreed to 
allow him to submit claims to the plan for non-existent visits, 
Yadidi billed and caused his employees to bill the plan for services 
that were not rendered, services that were not medically necessary, 
and chiropractic and physical therapy services that were performed 
by Williams, who was neither licensed nor otherwise qualified to be 
performing those services.

At his instruction, Yadidi’s employees falsified records, including 
sign-in sheets that listed the dates plan members purportedly 
received services from Philips Chiropractic. Yadidi instructed 
Semerdjiev to falsify patient files to support the clinic’s fraudulent 
billing. 

Yadidi and his co-conspirators also created false entries in the 
name of plan members’ relatives, knowing that the union’s health 
care benefit plan allowed them an additional number of covered 
visits as well.

Yadidi continued to operate his scheme after he was terminated 
as an authorized provider by the ILWU-PMA plan in August 2017, six 
months after it conducted an audit of his clinic.

To continue the conspiracy, Yadidi changed the name of his 
clinic – which previously was called “Synergy” and falsely held out 
another person as the clinic’s primary owner and operator, when in 
fact, Yadidi continued to own, operate, and financially benefit from 
the clinic. Yadidi continued to submit claims to the plan in the sham 
owner’s name.

During the conspiracy’s duration, Yadidi’s clinic submitted 
$4,756,284 in fraudulent claims to the ILWU-PMA plan, for which 
the plan paid $1,976,832.

LOS ANGELES — The owner of a Rancho Cucamonga-based farm 
labor recruiting company was sentenced last week to 12 months 
in federal prison for his role in an immigration fraud scheme that 
illegally charged Mexican nationals thousands of dollars to obtain 
H-2A work visas and additional money for expenses once they 
arrived in the United States.

Jorge Vasquez, 60, of Fontana, the owner of H-2A Placement 
Services, was sentenced by United States District Judge Josephine L. 
Staton, who also ordered Vasquez to pay $135,389 in restitution. 

Vasquez and co-defendant Melquiades Jacinto Lara, 64, of Santa 
Paula, the owner of J&D Harvesting, which contracted workers 
to farms in Ventura County, conspired to commit mail fraud, 
false swearing in immigration matters, and fraud in foreign labor 
contracting.

As part of the scheme, Vasquez travelled to Mexico to recruit 
farmworkers, who were charged as much as $3,000 to obtain their 
H-2A visas.

Vasquez promised an H-2A visa, in exchange for $3,500 to 
$4,000, to an undercover agent with the Labor Department’s Office 
of Inspector General, who Vasquez believed was an undocumented 
individual working in the construction industry in Las Vegas and had 
no interest in working in the agricultural industry.

Vasquez also illegally agreed to provide visas to individuals 
already present in the United States in exchange for a fee of up to 
$4,000.

Businessman gets 
prison for exploting 
farmworkers
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FICT. BUS NAME

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020108268
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) HAIR INK, 306 
STONEWOOD ST UNIT 34, DOWNEY CA  
90241, LA COUNTY
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) MARGIE 
HALCOMB, 10720 LAKEWOOD BLVD APT 
208, DOWNEY CA 90241
State of Incorporation: N/A
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: an 
Individual
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: 06/2020
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ MARGIE HALCOMB, OWNER
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on JULY 20, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/6/20, 8/13/20, 8/20/20, 8/27/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020115097
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) SWEET 
B’S, 7857 E FLORENCE AVE STE 208, 
DOWNEY CA  90240, COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) NELSON 
ZEVALLOS, 6291 SHIELDS DRIVE, 
HUNTINGTON BEACH CA  92647
State of Incorporation: N/A
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: an 
Individual
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: N/A
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ NELSON ZEVALLOS, OWNER
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on JULY 30, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/6/20, 8/13/20, 8/20/20, 8/27/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020120313
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) SAVOY’S 
BOUTIQUE, 16120 GRAYVILLE DR, LA 
MIRADA CA  90638, COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) HANNA 
GALLO, 16120 GRAYVILLE DR, LA 
MIRADA CA  90638
State of Incorporation: N/A
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: an 
Individual 
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: N/A
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ HANNA GALLO, OWNER
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on AUGUST 7, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/13/20, 8/20/20, 8/27/20, 9/3/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020108404
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) NATURE 
SPEEDWAY, 8524 ELBURG ST #C, 
PARAMOUNT CA  90723, LA COUNTY
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) JUAN 
PEDRO ROSALES JR, 8524 ELBURG ST. 
#C, PARAMOUNT CA  90723
State of Incorporation: CA
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: an 
Individual 
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: N/A
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ JUAN PEDRO ROSALES JR, OWNER
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on JULY 20, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 

must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/20/20, 8/27/20, 9/3/20, 9/10/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020121179
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) THE SHOP 
FORWARD, 1856 CARNEGIE, SANTA 
ANA CA  92705, LA COUNTY
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: 4559806
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) KONA 
JOY, INC, 1856 CARNEGIE, SANTA ANA 
CA  92705
State of Incorporation: CA
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: a 
Corporation
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: 07/2020
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ KONA JOY, INC., SECRETARY, 
DONALD STEVEN GRIER
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on AUGUST 10, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/20/20, 8/27/20, 9/3/20, 9/10/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020114966
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S)  IS 
(ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) LA 
HOUSE PARTNERS (2) SOCAL HOUSE 
PARTNERS, 2550 HONOLULU AVE, 
SUITE 101, MONTROSE CA 91020, LA 
COUNTY, 3300 FOOTHILL BLVD #12512, 
GLENDALE CA 91214
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) R M NEDD, 
INC, 2550 HONOLULU AVE, SUITE 101, 
MONTROSE CA  91020
State of Incorporation: CA
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: a 
Corporation
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: 06/2020
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ R M NEED, INC., PRESIDENT, RONALD 
MICHAEL NEDD
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on JULY 30, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/27/20, 9/3/20, 9/10/20, 9/17/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020104511
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) M.R. COMPANY 
PAINTING, 16705 ALORA AVE, CERRITOS 
CA  90703, LA COUNTY
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) EDWIN 
MIGUEL RAMOS, 16705 ALORA AVE, 
CERRITOS CA 90703 (2) SILVIA MONGE, 
16705 ALORA AVE, CERRITOS CA 90703
State of Incorporation: N/A
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: a 
Married Couple
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: 05/2020
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ EDWIN MIGUEL RAMOS, HUSBAND
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on JULY 13, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/13/20, 8/20/20, 8/27/20, 9/3/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020110360
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) MEDUSA 
CLEANING SERVICE, 8142 CHEYENNE 
AVENUE, DOWNEY CA  90242, LA 
COUNTY
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) URSULA 
A N D R E A  M O N T E R R O S O ,  8 1 4 2 
CHEYENNE AVENUE, DOWNEY CA  90242
State of Incorporation: CA
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: an 
Individual 
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: N/A
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 

thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ URSULA ANDREA MONTERROSO, 
OWNER
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on JULY 22, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/20/20, 8/27/20, 9/3/20, 9/10/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 2020113946
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) 
DOING BUSINESS AS: (1) COLLINS 
FINANCIAL, 10249 HALEDON AVE, 
DOWNEY CA  90241, LA COUNTY, P.O. 
BOX40614, DOWNEY CA  90239
Articles of Incorporation or Organization 
Number (if applicable): AI #ON: N/A
REGISTERED OWNERS(S): (1) PETER 
A. COLLINS, 10249 HALEDON AVENUE, 
DOWNEY CA  90241
State of Incorporation: N/A
THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY: an 
Individual
The date registrant started to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above: N/A
I declare that all the information in this 
statement is true and correct.  (A registrant 
who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions Code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).
S/ PETER A. COLLINS, OWNER
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Los Angeles on JULY 29, 2020
Notice - In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County Clerk, except, as 
provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other then a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner.  A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the expiration.  Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form.
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

The Downey Patriot
8/6/20, 8/13/20, 8/20/20, 8/27/20

GOVERNMENT
CITY OF DOWNEY

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE 
ADOPTED

On August 25, 2020, the City Council 
of the City of Downey adopted the 
following Ordinance:

Adopted Ordinance No. 20-1550, an 
Ordinance of the City Council of the 
City of Downey approving Amendment 
No. 7 to I-5 Consortium Cities Joint 
Powers Authority Agreement.

AYES: Council Members: Ashton, 
Rodriguez, Saab, Frometa, Mayor 
Pacheco
NOES: Council Member: None.
EXCUSED: Council Member: None.
ABSTAIN: Council Member: None.

Copy of the full text is available in the 
City Clerk’s Office.

Maria Alicia Duarte, CMC
City Clerk
August 27, 2020

The Downey Patriot
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LIEN SALES
NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned intends to sell the personal 
property described below to enforce a 
lien imposed on said property pursuant to 
Sections 21700–21716 of the CA Business 
and Professions Code, Section 2328 of 
CA Commercial Code, Sections 1812.600 
–1812.609, Section 1988 of CA Civil Code 
and Section 535 of the CA Penal Code.  

The undersigned will be sold at public auction 
conducted on www.storagetreasures.com on 
September 16, 2020 ending at 10:00am. The 
personal property including: trailer, general 
household goods, tools, electronics, and 
personal effects, have been stored and which 
are located at: Paramount Self Storage, 8160 
E. Rosecrans Ave, Paramount, CA 90723, 
County of Los Angeles, State of California, 
the following:

Name                      		  Unit #
Allan Jun Cobar		  2037
Suzanne M. Darias		  1111
Charles Davis		  2732
Ronda G. Endino		  3058
Jorge Juarez		  1541
Diana Lopez		  1024
Miguel A. Santiago		  2973
Julie P. Sierra		  2624
Shenetha Washington		  1303
Duane Welfare		  2077
Jorge Zambrano		  2485

Purchases must be made in CASH ONLY 
and paid at the above referenced facility 
in order to complete the transaction. Sale 
is subject to cancellation in the event of 
settlement between owner and obligated 
party.

Dated this 27th day of August and 3rd day 
of September 2020.
Self Storage Management Company 
Bond #: WLI1254152

The Downey Patriot
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NOTICES
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: 20NWCP00194
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner LAWRENCE THOMAS BODDIE 
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
Present name (1) LAWRENCE THOMAS 
BODDIE to Proposed name (1) NASSI 
WATERS
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 

without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: OCTOBER 14, 2020, Time: 10:30 
a.m., Department: C, Room: 312
The address of the court is 12720 NORWALK 
BLVD NORWALK, CA 90650
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, THE DOWNEY PATRIOT
AUGUST 14, 2020
Judge Margaret M. Bernal
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
LAWRENCE THOMAS BODDIE
11725 RINCON DRIVE
WHITTIER, CA  90606
(818) 694-1148

The Downey Patriot
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: 20NWCP00201
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
ANGELA CHRISTINE HOLCOMB filed a 
petition with this court for a decree changing 
names as follows: 
Present name (1) ANGELA CHRISTINE 
HOLCOMB to Proposed name (1) ANGELA 
CREA DRAGAN
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: OCTOBER 9, 2020, Time: 10:30 a.m., 
Department: C, Room: N/A
The address of the court is 12720 NORWALK 
BLVD NORWALK, CA 90650
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, THE DOWNEY PATRIOT
AUGUST 20, 2020
Judge Margaret M. Bernal
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
ANGELA CHRISTINE HOLCOMB
14062 ADOREE STREET
LA MIRADA, CA  90638
(562) 250-4968
ANGELADRAGAN@GMX.COM
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: 20NWCP00199
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
SOKMONA LISA TOCH filed a petition with 
this court for a decree changing names as 
follows: 
Present name (1) SOKMONA LISA TOCH 
to Proposed name (1) MONA LISA SOTELO
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: OCTOBER 9, 2020, Time: 10:30 a.m., 
Department: C, Room: N/A
The address of the court is 12720 NORWALK 
BLVD NORWALK, CA 90650
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, THE DOWNEY PATRIOT
AUGUST 19, 2020
Judge Olivia Rosales
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
SOKMONA LISA TOCH
13624 RAMSEY DRIVE
LA MIRADA, CA  90638
562-348-9666
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: 20CMCP00095
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
LOUIS EDWARD ENCISO filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows: 
Present name (1) LOUIS EDWARD ENCISO 

to Proposed name (1) LOUIS EDWARD 
BARKER
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: OCTOBER 13, 2020, Time: 8:30 a.m., 
Department: A, Room: 904
The address of the court is 200 WEST 
COMPTON BOULEVARD, COMPTON, 
CA  90220
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, THE DOWNEY PATRIOT
AUGUST 4, 2020
Judge Maurice A. Leiter
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
LOUIS EDWARD ENCISO
7118 CORTLAND AVENUE
PARAMOUNT, CA 90723
(951) 282-0596
CHBNOVOTNY@GMAIL.COM
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: 20NWCP00183
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
ALEXANDRA ENCINAS, PARENT OF 
MINOR filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: 
Present name (1) AARON-MATHEW 
QUINTERO to Proposed name (1) AARON-
MATHEW ENCINAS
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: OCTOBER 2, 2020, Time: 10:30 a.m., 
Department: C, Room: 312
The address of the court is 12720 NORWALK 
BLVD NORWALK, CA 90650
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, THE DOWNEY PATRIOT
AUGUST 6, 2020
Judge Margaret M. Bernal
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
AARON-MATHEW QUINTERO BY HIS 
MOTHER ALEXANDRA ENCINAS
562-650-7485
SOYALIZ@YAHOO.COM
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER: 20NWCP00189
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
ANGELINE MARIE REYES filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows: 
Present name (1) ANGELINE MARIE 
REYES to Proposed name (1) ANGELINE 
MARIE GONZALEZ
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: OCTOBER 7, 2020, Time: 10:30 a.m., 
Department: C, Room: 312
The address of the court is 12720 NORWALK 
BLVD NORWALK, CA 90650
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
the county, THE DOWNEY PATRIOT
AUGUST 10, 2020
Judge Margaret M. Bernal
Judge Of The Superior Court
Petitioner or Attorney, In Pro Per
ROSANNA P. HERNANDEZ

15743 EUCALYPTUS AVE. #2
BELLFLOWER, CA  90706
(323) 548-9214
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PROBATE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
BUJOR G. BOSTEAN aka 

BUJOR GHEORGHE BOSTEAN
Case No. 20STPB06537

   To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of BUJOR G. BOSTEAN aka BUJOR 
GHEORGHE BOSTEAN
   A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
filed by: GEORGIANA MARIA BOSTEAN
in the Superior Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT.
   THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that GEORGIANA MARIA BOSTEAN be 
appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.
   THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without obtaining 
court approval.  Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the proposed 
action.)  The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.
    A HEARING on the petition will be held 
on DECEMBER 31, 2020 at 8:30AM in Dept. 
11 Room N/A located at SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES, 111 NORTH HILL STREET, LOS 
ANGELES, CA  90012, STANLEY MOSK 
COURTHOUSE, CENTRAL DISTRICT
   IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
   IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the 
court within the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California Statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor.  You 
may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California Law.
   YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is available from the 
court clerk.
Petitioner:
GEORGIANA MARIA BOSTEAN, IN PRO 
PER
3245 FRANCOIS DR
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92649
(562) 413-6876
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
KARLA MARIA GARCIA
Case No. 20STPB04314

   To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of KARLA MARIA GARCIA
   A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
filed by: CARLOS GARCIA
in the Superior Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES.
   THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that CARLOS GARCIA be appointed as 
personal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
   THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without obtaining 
court approval.  Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the proposed 
action.)  The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.
    A HEARING on the petition will be held on 
OCTOBER 27, 2020 at 8:30am. in Dept. 2D 
Room N/A located at SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES, 111 NORTH HILL STREET, LOS 
ANGELES, CA  90012, STANLEY MOSK 
COURTHOUSE
   IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the 

CITY OF DOWNEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSED 

CODE AMENDMENT
PLN-20-00042

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held before the DOWNEY CITY COUNCIL on the 
8th day of September, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. to consider the following item:

(PLN-20-00042) Code Amendment:  A request to amend Section 9520.08 of Article IX of the Downey 
Municipal Code, to allow for electrified security fencing within M-1 (Light Manufacturing), M-2 
(General Manufacturing) and C-M (Commercial-Manufacturing) zones.

Public Participation and Accessibility for September 8, 2020 City Council Meeting
Pursuant to Paragraph 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, executed by the Governor of California on March 
17, 2020, and County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health Order of the Health Officer Revised 
Order Issued June 11, 2020 as a response to mitigating the spread of Coronavirus known as COVID-19, 
this meeting will allow the public to participate and address the City Council during the open sessions of 
the meetings via live stream and/or teleconference as well as a limited number of in-person attendees 
within the City-Hall Council Chambers.

All interested parties are invited to submit written comments and/or participate via teleconference to 
give testimony. The agenda and staff report, which provides a detailed description and analysis of this 
project, will be posted to the City’s website (http://www.downeyca.org) on the Friday prior to the public 
hearing. The agenda will include a special notice with clear instructions on the various methods that 
the public can participate in the meeting.

As required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), this request has been found to 
be exempt from California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq. 
(“CEQA”) and the State CEQA Guidelines, 14 C.C.R. Section 15270 (a) et seq. because CEQA does not 
apply to projects which a public agency rejects or disapproves. Staff is recommending denial of this 
request and therefore CEQA does not apply. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, contact the City Clerk’s Department at 562-904-7280 or the California Relay Service at 711.  
Notification at least 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make arrangements to assure 
accessibility.  The City of Downey does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access 
to, or operations of its programs, services or activities. Questions, concerns, complaints or requests 
for additional information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act may be forwarded to the 
City’s ADA/Section 504 Coordinator at 11111 Brookshire Avenue, Downey, CA 90241, ADACoordiantor@
downeyca.org, Phone: 562-299-6619, Fax: 562-923-6388, and California Relay 711.

If you have any questions concerning this application, please contact Assistant Planner Madalyn Welch 
(562) 904-7154, or at mwelch@downeyca.org.

Maria Alicia Duarte, CMC
Published: 08/27/2020

The Downey Patriot
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petition, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
   IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the 
court within the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the California Probate 

Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California Statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor.  You 
may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California Law.
   YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as provided in 

Probate Code section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is available from the 
court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
MARK W. REGUS II
1365 W. FOOTHILL BLVD., SUITE 2
UPLAND, CA  91786
909-938-2289 
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MISCELLANEOUS

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE 
More than 20 years experiene 

working in Downey.  
References Available

(562) 449-7969

SERVICES

HANDY CRAFTSMAN 
SERVICE

for all your home 
improvements & repairs. All 

labor and material guaranteed.
(562) 331-0976

SERVICES

ALL ELECTRICAL AND 
PLUMBING WORK
Lic 965519 & Bonded

Jobs start at $35, free estimate
Call Erik (323) 228-4500

FULL SERVICE
PLUMBING

Licensed, bonded & insured, 
24/7, senior discount
McKinnon & Sons

Plumbing of Downey
(562) 904-3616

SERVICES

NICE-N-KLEAN
Residential & Commercial 

Cleaning.
Call for a Free Estimate.

(562) 419-6577

PLANS, PERMITS
CONSTRUCTION

Project Design,
New Construction, 

Remodeling & Additions
Lic. #936419

Call Jeff (562) 869-1421

SERVICES

FINE ROOFING, INC.
Roof Repair & Leaks

Free Estimate•Quality Service
Senior Discount. Lic 976823

(562) 879-4987

APPLIANCE TECH 
HAS ARRIVED

House calls. Same day rapid 
service all major brands. 
Washers, dryers, ovens, 
stoves, refrigerators, etc. 
Senior citizen discount.

(562) 866-4291
(310) 251-3018

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
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“At our estate planning 
law firm, it occurred to us that 
more than most, those who are 
on the frontline to protect us 
will also need protection,” says 
South Pasadena estate planning 
attorney William Hayes.

In the ever-growing isolation 
that we are all experiencing with 
this pandemic, the day comes for 
many when we must think about 
the unthinkable.

For first responders and 
others on the front line of the 
battle against COVID-19, it 
means preparing and gathering 
essential documents in order to 
be ready for whatever may come.

As Hayes further explained, 
“my thoughts of the particular 
dangers that first responders 
face really came into focus when 
one of my clients who works for 
the fire department urgently 
called me to have her estate plan 
done, because there is a concern 
with first responders, that they 
are particularly susceptible to 
catching the virus.”

Rather than see this 

Estate planning during the age of the virus
unfortunate trend as a profitable 
opportunity, the Hayes Law Firm 
decided to cut their fees in half 
for not only first responders, 
but for all workers classified as 
“essential”.

The fee reduction which the 
law firm is offering, will be to 
all “essential workers” without 
whom society would cease to 
properly function. Such workers 
would include grocery store 
workers, automobile mechanics, 
bus drivers, highway workers 
and more.

According to Hayes, there 
are minimally three documents 
which you as an essential worker 
should have in place:

A durable financial power 
of attorney which would enable 
a trusted person to access your 
accounts to continue paying your 
bills and to sign agreements 
on your behalf, if you should 
become physically or mentally 
unable to handle your own 
affairs. The fact that you are ill 
or disabled does not stop your 
creditors from wanting to be 
paid. The utility bills, mortgage 

and rent are just a few of the 
ongoing bills which still must 
be paid, though you are out of 
commission. You are always able 
to terminate a power of attorney.

It is also recommended that a 
healthcare power of attorney be 
prepared, which would authorize 
someone to speak on your behalf 
if you are unable to handle your 
own affairs. The person you 
name as your representative 
would be authorized to speak 
for you in dealings with doctors 
and health institutions. Anyone 
who is named as your power of 
attorney is only authorized to act 
in your best interests.

The third document is an 
Authorization to Disclose Health 
Information. “These forms are 
important because they will 
enable the person you appointed 
to receive copies of your medical 
records. It’s very important that 
the person acting on your behalf 
have a written authorization 
so that they cannot be refused 
access to your medical records 
if they have concerns about the 
type of medical treatment that 

you have received.

Without your written 
authorization, any doctor or 
medical institution can easily 
refuse to release your medical 
records. Even if a person is a 
family member, a doctor or 
hospital could easily refuse your 
family access to your medical 
records. “Let’s say there’s a 
mother who’s in the hospital 
and her child says, ‘I want to 
get copies of my mom’s records 
because I think you’ve not 
done certain things that you 
should have done for her.” The 
hospital can say, “No, we’re 
not providing you any records, 
because you don’t have any 
written authorizations from your 
mother.’”

Attorney Hayes also points 
out that, aside from essential 
workers, anyone and especially 
single people should have well-
crafted powers of attorney in 
place. “If an adult single person 
should become ill or disabled, 
there would be no one with 
the legal authority to act on 
their behalf. If you should find 
yourself in that position without 
having proper documents in 
place, you could easily find 
yourself being the subject of a 
court conservatorship and that 
is truly a position that you would 
not want to be in, but that’s a 
discussion for another day.”

Estate planning is one of 
those important tasks that some 
people are always intending to 
accomplish and often do not get 
done in time.

As attorney Hayes says, 
“If you’re not motivated by a 
pandemic to get your planning 
done, what is the likelihood that 

it will ever get done?”

William K. Hayes is a member of 
the American Academy of Estate 
Planning Attorneys. The Hayes 
Law Firm specializes in trusts, 
probate and Medi-Cal planning. To 
attend an upcoming free seminar, 
you may call (626) 403-2292 or 
visit The Hayes Law Firm website 
at LosAngelesTrustLaw.com.

Southern California Gas Co. 
(SoCalGas) this week announced 
the company will award 60 
students from Southern and 
Central California scholarships 
totaling $232,000. 

Recipients were evaluated 
on academic achievement, 
community engagement, and an 
essay about California’s clean 
energy future. This year, 86 
percent of scholarship recipients 
were minority students.

SoCalGas partnered with more 
than 30 community and non-
profit organizations to identify 
this year’s recipients. Graduating 
high school students attending 
a vocational school, technical 
school or community college will 
receive $1,000, while transferring 
community college students and 
high school graduates attending 
an accredited four-year college or 
university will receive $5,000.

Yolanda Carrion, a graduate 
from South East High School in 
South Gate who will attend the 
University of Southern California 
this fall said, “I am a first-
generation student planning 
to major in Public Policy at the 
University of Southern California. 
I am eager to begin to help 
address the social justice issues 
that plague my community. For 
now, it is as a student and in the 
future I hope as a community 
organizer.”

“At SoCalGas, we 
believe that a well-educated 
workforce is essential for a 
vital and economically healthy 
community. That’s why we 
are proud to contribute to the 
education of students pursuing 
higher education through our 
annual scholarship program,” 

Gas Co. awards $232K  
in scholarships

said Andy Carrasco, vice president 
of strategy and engagement, 
and chief environmental 
officer at SoCalGas. “Helping 
students prepare for their 

professional careers is part of our 
commitment toward supporting 
the communities we serve.”
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