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Robert Becker’s
vital role

See Page 11

BY CHRISTIAN BROWN,
STAFF WRITER

� Divided City Council
moves farmers market to
Downey Avenue.

See HOME, page 2

Woody the cowboy keeps watch 24/7 at Andy and Betty Wolfe's home on
Ryerson Avenue. Andy hand-carved Woody's face and hands seven years
ago after Betty mentioned that they needed someone to sit on the porch to
keep an eye on the neighborhood. Betty painted and dressed him.
Woody is so life-like that some folks have commented on his rudeness when
he doesn't return their greeting. On the other hand, Betty sometimes reads on
the porch, and surprises passers-by when she actually moves and proves
she's not fake too!
The Downey Patriot will periodically feature photos and commentary from
photographers Pam Lane, Joan Anderson and Allison Mansell, creators of
DowneyDailyPhotos.com.

Farmers
market
relocated
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For Rancho
families,
there’s no
place like
home
CONTRIBUTED BY THE RANCHO
LOS AMIGOS FOUNDATION

DOWNEY – With Mayor Anne
Bayer being termed out of office this
November, Lee Ann Sears, a
Downey recreation and community
services commissioner and local
community volunteer, has
announced her candidacy, joining a
crowd of community leaders vying
for Bayer’s District 4 (northeast)
council seat.

“I am
proud to
announce that
I am running
for Downey
C i t y
C o u n c i l , ”
said Sears in
a released
statement. “I
am committed to finding the answer
to the questions facing our communi-
ty.”

Sears, who moved to Downey 35
years ago, has been an active com-
munity volunteer for the last 25
years. In addition to serving on the
city’s Recreation and Community
Services Commission, Sears also
serves on the city’s emergency pre-
paredness committee. Sears was
appointed to both positions by Bayer.

“I’ve been involved in the com-
munity for so long and I hear what
people want and don’t want,” said
Sears, in a phone interview. “I just
want to give back and do the best for
the people of this community.”

For several years, Sears, 54, has
assisted various local organizations,
volunteering her time helping the
Downey Rose Float Association,
Downey PTA and the Relay for Life
Cancer Walk.

Sears completed her education in
the medical field where she worked
for 20 years as an EKG technician
and phlebotomist. For the last nine
years, Sears has worked for the
women’s gym Curves as a circuit
trainer.

“My deep involvement in the city
has enlightened me to some of the
important issues facing our commu-
nity such as the safety of our chil-
dren,” said Sears. “I have a new
grandchild and I want this city to be
safe in the future, for our kids.”

Several community leaders have
acknowledged their support for
Sears’ candidacy including former
mayor and councilwoman Diane
Boggs, Mayor Anne Bayer, real
estate agent Maria Larkin, business
owner Rick Porcaro, Dr. Mary
Stauffer, the Downey Rose Float
Association, fellow recreation and
community services commissioner
Mark Vasquez and Tracy Riley,
widow of the late councilwoman
Barbara J. Riley.

With attorney Alex Saab and
community development manager
Fernando Vasquez already in the race
for the seat, Sears acknowledges that
the campaign will be a challenge, but
remains hopeful that voters will sup-
port her candidacy.

“I’m doing this from my heart
and for the community,” said Sears.
“I can assure you that the city of
Downey will remain a safe and
vibrant community under my watch
– we have a wonderful city and I
want to keep it that way.”

To reach Sears’ campaign, call
(562) 335-9764.

Lee Ann
Sears
eyes
office
BY CHRISTIAN BROWN,
STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – Hoping to
encourage growth and increase vis-
ibility, the City Council narrowly
approved a three-month relocation
of Downey’s farmers market,
which will be moved from Second
Street to Downey Avenue next
month.

In a 3-2 vote on Tuesday,
Councilmen Mario Guerra, Roger
Brossmer and Luis Marquez voted
in favor of the move to Downey
Avenue, which will be shut down
every Saturday from Firestone
Boulevard to Second Street, while
Mayor Anne Bayer and
Councilman David Gafin opposed
the change.

“It’s a major inconvenience,”
said Gafin prior to the vote. “I
would rather see the market
expanded on the side streets as
opposed to shutting down major
streets.”

Brossmer agreed that the move
could produce some inconven-
ience, but argued that a brief trial
period was the only way to confirm
that.

“The farmers market was a
great addition to our city, but it is a
little hidden,” said Brossmer. “You
can literally get close to the farm-
ers market and never see it. I’m in
favor of doing a three-month trial
and if it works, great.”

Established by the City Council
on Feb. 12, 2008, the Downey
farmers market opened two years
ago on Second Street between New
Street and La Reina Avenue.
Starting with just 25 vendors, the

market has quickly expanded to
30-35 regular vendors each week.
According to a city staff report,
despite a slow economy, market
sales have remained relatively
unchanged over the past 12
months.

In January, the City Council
requested an opportunity to revisit
the location of the farmers market,
hoping to increase its visibility and
attract more patrons to the growing
market.

“It’s a part of the plan to bring
more people to the downtown,”
said Guerra. “The farmers market
needs to be on Downey Avenue. If
we’re going to do this then let’s get
it right – it needs to be done.”

Mayor Pro Tem Marquez
echoed Guerra’s comments, confi-
dent that relocating the market
could also attract new customers
for the many businesses and restau-
rants on Downey Avenue.

In order to determine the poten-
tial impact the change would have
on traffic and local businesses, the
city collected Saturday traffic
counts over two weekends.
According to the city report, the
street closure would affect nearly
5,000 vehicles that travel through
the downtown area on Saturdays
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In addition, city staff asked
business owners in the vicinity
how they might be impacted if the
market was relocated. Out of the
nearly 50 businesses polled, 74
percent were in favor or neutral
with regard to moving the market
while 26 percent were against the
move, concerned about parking,
accessibility and noise.

Prior to the vote, Bob Udoff,
building manager for Miller-Mies
Mortuary, made his case against
the move.

“If you do this, you’ll be caus-
ing a tremendous problem,” said
Udoff, concerned that the street
closure might block the mortuary’s
Downey Avenue entrance. “Are
you going tell people having a
funeral that they cannot exit on
Downey Avenue? – don’t put this
market on Downey Avenue.”

Conversely, Downey Chamber
of Commerce President Robert
Zavala praised the relocation,
hopeful that the move will help

increase foot traffic in the down-
town area.

“I enjoy the farmers market, but
I get the feeling that we’re on a
back street,” said Zavala who owns
Freedom Vacations, a travel agency
on Downey Avenue. “I support
moving it to Downey Avenue – it’s
a win-win situation.”

According to the city report,
about four weeks lead-time is
required to facilitate the market’s
move.

Locals heap praise
on Jose Gomez

BY HENRY VENERACION,
STAFF WRITER

� Gomez named successor to
Cardinal Roger Mahony.

See GOMEZ, page 4

City denies
request to
close streets
BY CHRISTIAN BROWN,
STAFF WRITER

See FELICIANO, page 3

DOWNEY – The Assistance
League of Downey’s HOME
Project is an apartment style hous-
ing complex that has helped thou-
sands of families stay close to their
loved ones with catastrophic dis-
abling illnesses and injuries while
they are patients of world-
renowned Rancho Los Amigos
National Rehabilitation Center.

The highly successful HOME
Project (Housing of Medical
Emergencies), was first conceived
in the late 1980s when one of
Assistance League members visit-
ed a similar project adjacent to the
Stanford Medical Center.

“We thought it could work at
Rancho…so we took our idea to
Rancho and to Supervisor Don
Knabe,” said Assistance League
HOME Project manager Mary Lou
Schmidt. Soon Rancho, Knabe and
the Assistance League of Downey
joined hands, and in the end we
really joined hearts, because this
project was a true labor of love,
and each supported the other.”

DOWNEY – In a 4-1 decision,
the City Council voted against
granting the Sean Vernon Feliciano
Amazing Day Foundation a street
closure permit to host a 5K
run/walk promoting suicide aware-
ness and prevention, citing city
policy, which prohibits such a clo-
sure.

With Mayor Anne Bayer as the
sole dissenting vote, the City
Council did express support for the
cause, but denied the permit,
apprehensive that the street closure
would undermine city policy and
set a new precedent for such
events.

“I want to make this clear, I am
very much in support of this
event,” said Councilman Roger

DOWNEY – The appointment
early last week of San Antonio
prelate Jose Gomez as coadjutor
archbishop of Los Angeles, to work
alongside Cardinal Roger Mahony
until the latter retires early next
year at his official retirement age of
75, won showers of praise and
opprobrium on both.

Scandal seemed to swallow
Mahony in mid-2007 and it abated
only when the sex abuse claims
involving 508 victims of pedophile
priests were settled for $660 mil-
lion. He has also been derided as
the “Hollywood Cardinal.”

The Los Angeles archdiocese,
with its 5 million members, is the
largest in the nation.

On the other hand, the Irish car-
dinal has been hailed for his cham-

pionship of social justice, the rights
of immigrants, the role of the laity
in worship and governance, his
advocacy for the “poorest of his
flock,” etc., with people alternately
lauding and condemning his liberal
tendencies.

It is to his everlasting credit
that the Cathedral of Our Lady of
the Angels was built, after the for-
mer Cathedral of St. Vibiana was
damaged in the 1994 Northridge
earthquake. It was dedicated on
Sept. 2, 2002.

Born on Feb. 27, 1936 to Irish
parents in Hollywood, ordained in
1962 and elevated to cardinal in
1991, Mahony is the first native
Angeleno and the third Archbishop
of Los Angeles to be named a car-
dinal. He succeeded Cardinal
Timothy Manning.

It was reported he rejoiced at
the 58-year-old Archbishop
Gomez’ appointment. In welcoming



Eunice Fox, 82,
laid to rest

DOWNEY – Eunice Marie Fox, 82, passed away April 9.
Born in Boone, Iowa, she lived in the same Downey home for 57

years. She was active at First Baptist Church of Downey, where she assist-
ed with Sunday school membership.

She is survived by two children, Tim Fox and Rachel Wick; two grand-
children, Jennifer Fox and Brent Wick; and two great-grandchildren,
Hailey and Ryan Wick.

Funeral services took place Wednesday at First Baptist Church of
Downey. Interment followed at Rose Hills Memorial Park in Whittier.

Helen Tolle was
library volunteer

DOWNEY – Helen Tolle, of Downey, passed
away April 10 after a short illness.

A native of Afton, Iowa, she moved to California
in 1945 with her husband, John, where they operated
Tolle Food Service located in the Alcoa Aluminum
plant in Vernon, until their retirement.

She was a longtime volunteer at the Downey City
Library and attended exercise classes at the Barbara J.
Riley Community & Senior Center.

The fifth in a family of 16, she leaves behind eight
surviving siblings.

She is survived by her husband of 65 years, John; daughter-in-law, Jo
Ann; son-in-law, John Bramble; grandchildren, Jennifer Sinclair and
Steven Bramble; and great-granddaughter, Brytini Sinclair.

She was predeceased by a daughter, Elaine Simpson.
A funeral will take place at 10 a.m. today at Downey Zrelak Family

Mortuary, with internment to follow at Rose Hills.
Visitation took place yesterday at Zrelak.

The Assistance League mem-
bership worked for 11 years to
raise the money to build the 10-
apartment HOME. “This was the
most fun project we have ever
done,” said Schmidt. “Once the
money was raised, it was really fun
to work with the architect, the con-
tractors and the especially the
women of the Assistance League.”

Los Angeles County provided
the land for HOME. Then the
Assistance League spent $750,000
to build and furnish the project.
The Assistance League of Downey
also takes care of all the mainte-
nance for the facility and staffs the
office on a daily basis.

“We help patients and their
families from throughout the
world,” Schmidt said. “I especial-
ly remember a gentleman from
Caracas, Venezuela, who had lost
both legs after an automobile acci-
dent. He had saved his money for
12 years so that he could come to
Rancho to get prostheses for both
legs. He was here for nearly an
entire summer. When he left here
he stood up on both legs, and as he
walked out of here he said, ‘My
children have never seen me walk,
and now I am going home to walk
to them.’ And he did. He was just
an amazing individual and a true
success story, because without
HOME, he couldn’t have afforded
to be near the Rancho campus dur-
ing the recovery period from his
surgeries.”

Working closely with Rancho’s
Social Work Department, HOME
has provided more than 16,000
nights of lodging, for nearly 3,000
families who have stayed there
over the last 13 years. The lodging

Continued from page 1

HOME: Lodging for patients’ families.
fee for guests has remained $10 a
night since HOME opened. This
allows Rancho patient families,
who are often unable to afford a
motel or hotel, the opportunity to
stay within walking distance of
their loved ones.

Now the HOME Project’s
amazing contributions to Rancho’s
patient families is receiving
Rancho’s highest honor, the
Amistad Award. This prestigious
award for Community Service will
be presented to the Assistance
League of Downey at the 24th
Annual Amistad Gala on May 1 at
the Westin Long Beach Hotel.

“We found that by providing a
place for the families to stay so that
they could be close to their loved
ones who were receiving treatment
at Rancho, that the outcomes were
much better, that patients
improved, the family became
familiar with the treatment, and
when the patient went home, they
knew what to do to take care of
them,” Schmidt said. “It was real-
ly a win-win for everyone.”

In addition to its use for patient
families, HOME is also used to
house clinicians who visit Rancho.
For example, HOME will be used
to house visiting researchers and
clinical experts from as far away as
Tel Aviv and Milan at Rancho’s
International Transformational
Technology Conference this fall.

“We will use the home facility
for a place for our speakers,
Rancho staff and local people from
the academic, neurology and engi-
neering communities to discuss
interesting topics all day and late
into the evening,” said Rancho
Chief Medical Officer Mindy
Aisen, MD. “It will literally be our
HOME base for us to conduct a

retreat and have discussions hoping
to lead to innovative approaches to
care in rehabilitation medicine.”

The vast majority of HOME
guests are patient families, howev-
er. “We remember a baby that came
into Rancho that had been trans-
ferred from another hospital where
the parents were told she would be
in a permanent vegetative state,”
Schmidt said. “After eight months
at Rancho, with her parents staying
at HOME every night so they could
encourage their child, this beautiful
little girl was ready to be an outpa-
tient. And although the family had
been told before she came to
Rancho that she would never have
the capacity to move, we were
delighted to see that on her check-

out day, the baby was sitting up,
and clapping her hands to the beat
of music that was playing on the
radio. It was a joyous day, and a
true Rancho miracle.”

The Assistance League mem-
bers who help out at HOME see
first-hand what families have gone
through. “It’s incredible when you
think that in the blink of an eye
lives are changed because of acci-
dents,” Schmidt said. “Thank God
we have a place like Rancho for
these people to come to. Each and
every family has a unique story
that just touches your heart. And
we’re so grateful that we can make
a place that’s home away from
home, because we are here to help
them in any way we can.”

PHOTO BY GREG WASKUL

A hummingbird can be seen near the fountain at Rancho’s HOME 10-
unit apartment complex, which houses family members of Rancho
patients.

DOWNEY – Guest speaker
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-34)
last week lauded the Downey City
Library for the “tremendous work”
it is doing for “this wonderful city”
and the vital contributions made by
volunteers in many areas of its
operation as well as the invaluable
assistance provided by its major
donors.

“You really are the foundation
without which none of its programs
and projects can accomplish what
they’re designed to do,” she said,
adding: “Usually I’m up in
Washington, D. C., but I’m glad I
had this chance to celebrate what
you stand for with you.”

Doing a takeoff on the
Academy Awards theme chosen to
celebrate the library’s 26thannual
volunteer and major donor recogni-
tion program Saturday, city librari-
an Nancy Messineo surveyed the
85-odd volunteers and donors pres-
ent and said: “You who are seated
at the tables are our stars. You
shine, you sparkle, you light our
way in our efforts to serve the com-

Library honors its supporters

BY HENRY VENERACION,
STAFF WRITER

� Event receives a visit from
local congresswoman.

munity.”
Among those receiving special

recognition were DUSD board
vice-president Martha Sodetani for
running the Friends’ Books-on-
Wheels program, while longtime
supporter Dr. Mary Stauffer was
cited for her advocacy.

Messineo at the same time paid
tribute to her “hardworking” staff
who comprised the event’s plan-
ning and implementation team:
Claudia Dailey, Andrew Despres,
Cristina Anderson, Josephine de la
Jingco and Christine Lee.

The honorees were each given
a certificate of appreciation as well
as a copy of Stephen J. Cannell’s
latest crime story, “The
Pallbearers,” courtesy of the
Friends of the Downey City
Library.

Entertainment was provided by
Rancho Cucamonga’s Michael
Sinatra. He serenaded and interact-
ed (and at times briefly danced)
with members of the audience by
crooning lively old standards,
including: “It Had to Be You,”
“When You’re Smiling,” “All of
Me,” “I’ve Got the World on a
String,” and “Come Fly With Me.”

The honored 2009 major
donors included: the Friends of the
Downey City Library (who under-

wrote the program), Peter and
Patricia Meursinge, Downey
Association of Realtors, Sally
Arguello Memorial, Peggy Hetzel
Memorial Fund, Vicki Spearman
and the Rotary Club of Downey.

The city was well represented
at the event, with Mayor Anne
Bayer welcoming everybody and
acting as emcee, and councilmem-
ber Mario Guerra doing the invoca-
tion while councilmember Dave
Gafin led the flag salute. Also in
attendance was Mayor Pro Tem
Luis Marquez.

Theresa Ford chairs this year’s
library advisory board, composed
of chair pro tem Betty Monroy and
members Susan Bouris, Irma
Landesfeind, and Pat Smith.

The affairs of the Friends of the
Downey City Library are handled
this year by: Cleo Latimer, peren-
nial president; Nora Szechy, lst
vice-president and program chair;
Sharon Macias, 2nd vice-president
and membership chair; Lucy
Aguero, director of fundraising;
Lee Cole, secretary; Eunice
Hammond, treasurer; Colette
Stallcup, book store director;
Carol Woods, newsletter editor;
and Kathy Callahan, publicity
director.

DOWNEY – Brookshire
Avenue will once again be lined
with vendors on May 1 when the
Downey Chamber of Commerce

Street Faire expected
to draw thousands

presents the Downey Street Faire.
The community event, now in its

17th year, will also feature a chil-
dren’s play area, centrally-located
food court, live entertainment and
car show with more than 200 classic
vehicles.

The Downey High School
marching band will open the event
at 9 a.m. Live, non-stop entertain-
ment will be presented on a stage on
the grassy area in front of Downey
High until 5 p.m., when the faire
closes.

Scheduled to perform are
Warren High School’s marching
band (9 a.m.); Warren High’s jazz
ensemble choir (9:05 a.m.);
Roadhouse Ron (10 a.m.); Sebastian
Sidi (11:20 a.m.); On Stage Dance
Center (12:40 p.m.); the band Flight
(2 p.m.); and Class 6 Band (3:15
p.m.).

Robert Simon, a solo guitarist,
will perform between acts.

The car show will be presented
in conjunction with the Old
Memories SGV Car Club and will
be held in Downey High’s south
parking lot on Firestone Boulevard.

Categories to be judged include
Custom-Original ‘20s, ‘30s, ‘40s,
‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s; Custom ‘80s,
Mild-custom ‘90s and above; ’55
Down Classic; Euro-Custom; Full
Custom; Luxury Cars; Sport Car
Street Custom; Muscle Car; Hot
Rod; Pedal Bike; Motorcycles; Best
Show; Club Participation; and
Downey Chamber of Commerce
Choice.

The Kid’s Zone will include a
40-ft.-tall saber tooth tiger super
slide, 60-ft.-long “rat race” obstacle
course, 25-ft.-tall Jurassic “T-Rex”
Survivor, and 15-ft.-tall pirate ship.

Tables, chairs and umbrellas will
be provided for diners at the food
court, which will offer funnel cakes,
shaved ice, Italian ice, kettle corn,
gyros, sausages, Philly cheese
steaks, falafel, batelavra, hot dogs,
pizza, submarine sandwiches, chick-
en, churros, smoothies, garlic fries,
shakes, ice cream floats and more.

Exhibitors will be selling items
up and down Brookshire, and serv-
ice clubs will be sharing information
about their organizations.

Admission to the Downey Street
Faire is free.



Brossmer. “It is a very worthy
cause, but we don’t close streets.”

Councilman Mario Guerra
offered similar sentiments,
encouraging the non-profit organi-
zation to keep the run/walk in
Downey, but seek a new route.

“I want it to be something like
the Arc Walk – for that we didn’t
have to close any streets,” said
Guerra. “I hope the Amazing Day
Foundation will go on and do this,
but I cannot support closing down
streets. I hope they won’t consider
the location an end-all.”

Last year, Bob Feliciano
founded the Sean Vernon
Feliciano Amazing Day
Foundation in memory of his late
son, Sean, a Downey native, who
committed suicide last March
while attending UC Santa Barbara.

Proposed for Saturday,
September 11, 2010 to coincide
with National Suicide Prevention
Week, the 5K Run/Walk for Life
would have started at Stonewood
Center and traveled along
Woodruff Avenue to East Middle

Continued from page 1

Feliciano:City urges different route.
School where attendees would
have made a turnaround to come
back to Stonewood Center.

The City Council began its
consideration of the organization’s
application at a Council meeting
on Feb. 23, but delayed its deci-
sion after Councilman David
Gafin requested that all impacted
residents be contacted and allowed
to share their views concerning the
street closure.

According to the city report,
staff contacted 27 of the 46 resi-
dents potentially affected by the
5K run/walk. Eleven residents
indicated that they supported the
current city policy, while another
11 residents said they would sup-
port a change in the city policy.
Another five residents needed
more time to consider the issue,
but never followed up with the
city.

Like Councilmen Brossmer,

Guerra and Luis Marquez, Gafin
shared his support for the organi-
zation, but would not agree to
close streets for the event, which
would be held from 7:30-8:30
a.m.

“It’s the location that’s a dis-
ruption to residents,” Gafin said.
“I’d love to get this moved to
another venue – we just cannot go
against our basic policy.”

Currently, the city’s
parade/street closure policy allows
“persons or organizations the
opportunity to express their first
amendment rights and freedom of
expression,” but prohibits closing
city streets. Although residents
and organizations can still apply
for a street closure, city policy
states that “no consideration may
be given to the message of the
event.”

‘Edgar Allan
Poe’ at the
library

DOWNEY – The life and
works of Edgar Allan Poe will
come to life at a special perform-
ance at the Downey City Library
on Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Actor Duffy Hudson will por-
tray Poe in the free event held in
celebration of National Library
Week.

“This program is perfect for
both teens and adults,” said Young
Adult Librarian Julia Butler.
“Edgar Allan Poe rises from the
scene of his mysterious death to
tell his life story.”

Visitors will learn how Poe
wrote such classic poems as “The
Raven,” “Annabel Lee” and “The
Tell-Tale Heart,” Butler added.

The event is sponsored by the
Friends of the Downey City
Library.

To register, call (562) 904-7360
ext. 132 or visit the library.

Warren choirs
in concert

DOWNEY – Under the direc-
tion of Robert Petersen, the Warren
High School Choral Department
will present its spring concert at the
Downey Theatre this Wednesday at
7 p.m.

The chorus has moved their
performances to the Downey
Theatre after its Holiday Concert
was performed in front of a stand-
ing room-only crowd at Downey
First Christian Church.

Wednesday’s program will
include the four advanced choirs –
Vocal Ensemble, Women’s Choir,
Concert Choir and Men’s
Ensemble – along with the 90-
member Mixed Choir and 107-
member Men’s Choir.

The concert is open to the com-
munity. Tickets are $7 and will be
available at the box office.

Donate used
pants at Sears

DOWNEY – The Assistance
League of Downey is teaming up
with Sears and Haggar clothing
company for a week-long event
that puts a unique twist on charita-
ble giving.

When customers visit a partici-
pating Sears location April 16-25
and present the sales associate with
a gently-used pair of pants in wear-
able condition, they will receive a
certificate good for $5 off a pair of
new Haggar pants.

Donated pants will be given to
the Assistance League of Downey
to raise funds for its community-
based philanthropic programs.

“This generous donation will
allow us to serve many more peo-
ple in need through our programs,”
said Chapter President Judy Faust.

For more information about the
pants recycling program, visit
www.assistanceleague.org.

Downey Federal Credit Union staff members dressed in blue to mark
World Autism Day on April 2. From left: Maggie Gutierrez, Steve
Hammit, Adele Castallon, Marianne Noss (front), Peter Hernandez,
Marvin Grande and David Quillen.

DFCU brings
light to autism

DOWNEY – Staff at Downey
Federal Credit Union dressed in
blue to commemorate the third
annual United Nation World
Autism Day on April 2.

Themed “Light it Up Blue,” the
goal was to raise awareness and
understanding about autism.

Autism hits close to home with
Steve Hammit, IT manager at
Downey Federal. Hammit’s eldest
son, Bryson, is autistic and is in
special classes at school to deal
with his developmental disability.

Bryson works hard to deal with
his disability, Hammit said, and
plays baseball and the clarinet.

Teresa Margaret Perez, daughter of Kathy and Steve Perez of
Downey, will be married tomorrow afternoon, April 17, to Juan Bosco
Robleto, son of Maria de los Angeles and Roger Robleto of San Jose,
Costa Rica. Fr. Gustavo Castillo will perform the ceremony at St.
Frances of Rome Catholic Church in Azusa. The bride will be attend-
ed by her matron of honor, Ada Flores. Roger Robleto Jr. will be best
man. Ushers will include the bride’s brothers, Nicholas and Steve
Perez Jr. The bride, a 2003 Warren High School graduate, is current-
ly working as a paraeducator with ABC Unified School District and
will be graduating from Cal State Fullerton in May. The groom is also
a paraeducator with ABC Unified School District. After a trip to Las
Vegas, the couple will reside in Downey.

Newscaster
Stan Chambers
to be feted

DOWNEY – A video presenta-
tion honoring veteran television
newsman Stan Chambers will be
hosted by the Downey Historical
Society on Thursday, 7:30 p.m., at
the Barbara J. Riley Community
and Senior Center.

Chambers’ career at KTLA
spanned 60 years, where he cov-
ered the assassination of Bobby
Kennedy, the Manson murders,
Watts Riot and more.

A scheduling conflict will keep
Chambers from attending the
event. The public, however, is
invited.

For more information, call
(562) 862-2777.

DCLO casting
for musical

DOWNEY – The Downey
Civic Light Opera will hold audi-
tions next week for “Carousel,”
opening May 28 at the Downey
Theatre.

Auditions will take place April
19 and April 22 from 7 – 10:30
p.m. Auditioners should bring a
photo and resume, and be prepared
to sing 16 bars.

Callbacks will take place April
24 at the director’s request.

Auditions will take place at
First Baptist Church of Downey,
8348 E. 3rd St. For more informa-
tion, call (562) 923-8061.

Award seeks to
honor students

DOWNEY – Applications are
now being accepted for the
Downey Youth Service Award, a
recognition for local students
active in community service.

The award is jointly sponsored
by Downey Kiwanis Club and The
Downey Patriot.

Eligible students must reside
and attend a school in Downey.
Winners will be recognized during
a special dinner at the Rio Hondo
Event Center, where they will
receive an awards certificate and
gift card from Stonewood Center.

There is no fee to enter.
Applications are available at
Downey school offices.

Entries should be mailed to The
Downey Patriot, Attn: Eric Pierce,
8301 E. Florence Ave., St. 100,
Downey, CA 90240.

Entries may also be e-mailed to
fvasquez562@gmail.com or
eric@thedowneypatriot.com.

Healthy Kids
Day at the Y

DOWNEY – The Downey
YMCA will host Healthy Kids
Day, a free event for families,
tomorrow from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Families will be able to sign up
for summer programs, participate
in giveaways, enjoy food and
more.

For more information, call
(562) 862-4201.

IRS rep to
speak April 27

DOWNEY – Keith Kershner,
stakeholder liaison with the
Internal Revenue Service, will
speak at the April 27 meeting of
Rise ‘N Shine Networking.

Kershner will speak on
“Business Incentives and Credits
from Recent Federal Legislation.”

The meeting begins at 7:30
a.m. at Bob’s Big Boy. Cost to
attend is an order from the menu.

For information, call (562) 923-
2191.

Story of the
Yiddish
language

DOWNEY – Old wives’ tales
will be discussed when the Ezra
Center for Mature Adults meets
Tuesday at Temple Ner Tamid in
Downey.

Ann Nanes, founder of the
Yiddish Club at the Ezra Center in
Anaheim, will entertain with sto-
ries and anecdotes about Jewish
life and the Yiddish language as it
once was and is now being redis-
covered in the 21st century.

Interest in the language is being
reborn, Nanes said, and Yiddish
words – such as “shlep” – have
crept into daily use.

The program begins at 10:30
a.m. and is open to the public. A
catered kosher lunch will be served
at 12 p.m. Cost is $6 for Ezra mem-
bers and $7 for non-members.

For more information, call
Miriam Brookfield at (562) 943-
3170.



the San Antonio prelate Tuesday,
Mahony was quoted as saying, “I
welcome Archbishop Gomez to the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles with
enthusiasm and personal excite-
ment.”

One correspondent sees
Gomez’ appointment as signaling
the “decisive role Hispanic leaders
will increasingly play in the church
throughout the country,” while
another considers it a “statement
by the pope on the direction he
wants the American church, with
its 68 million members, to take.”

A similar trend is also being
increasingly acknowledged here in
Downey. Composition of the local
population has recently been skew-
ing towards a Latino majority,
nudging local churches to help nur-
ture Latino concerns and interests.

Gomez himself had this to say:
”When I received word of my
appointment, I went immediately
to my chapel to pray… I asked for
the grace of generosity, to be able
to give myself completely to this
new call from God. I also asked for
fortitude, to be able to accept this
responsibility, which is unques-
tionably immense…I will never
forget that when I hung up after
speaking with Archbishop Pietro
Sambi, the Apostolic Nuncio in the
U.S., the first thing that met my
eyes was an image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in the hallway. I felt the
love and protection of the Virgin of
Guadalupe, who has accompanied
me in each moment of my ministry.
I entrusted my new ministry in the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles to
her.”

Criticized also for lapses in tak-
ing errant priests to task in his dio-
cese, Gomez has meanwhile been
characterized as a “bridge-builder
with excellent people skills,” and
not straitjacketed as a conservative,
either, even with his affiliation with
Opus Dei. He, too, is known as a
strong supporter of migrant rights.

Continued from page 1

Gomez:Cannot escape criticism.

If nothing else, he has always
reached out to immigrants through-
out his whole apostolic career

I took a random opinion sam-
pling of the reaction to the recent
development by a handful of
Downey Catholics. Deputy city
manager Desi Alvarez said: “It’s
time there’s a change. Mahoney
has been cardinal for 25 years, and
all in all he’s been doing a good
job. But there are issues to be
resolved, and the diversity of the
church, especially the archdiocese
of Los Angeles, the largest in the
United States, can no longer be
ignored.”

Councilmember and deacon
Mario Guerra: “I think Archbishop
Jose Gomez is a symbol of what we
can do, if we put our minds and
hearts into it. I think he’s a great
choice. He’s an immigrant like I

am.” (Guerra currently serves as
one of a dozen ‘stational’ deacons
in the cathedral in Los Angeles; he
has for three years been assisting
Cardinal Mahoney at Mass, and he
says he’s looking forward to do the
same for the incoming L.A.
Archbishop Gomez, who will pre-
sumably become the first Latino
cardinal from the U.S.)

And this from Mike Pohlen:
“It’s probably the smartest thing
they can do, since 70 percent of the
archdiocese is Hispanic. I’m a real-
ist, and I just want to live with real-
ity. I didn’t agree totally with what
Cardinal Mahony tried to do, but
they become a target in a position
like that. I’ll pray for Archbishop
Gomez as well.”

The first thing deputy city clerk
Joyce Doyle uttered was, “It’s, oh,
so political,” unaware that Cardinal
Mahoney is dutybound to tender
his resignation upon reaching age
75. Upon learning this she said,
“It’s too soon to judge.”

Fashion show
May 10

DOWNEY – The Downey
Newcomers Club will host a fash-
ion show May 10 at the Rio Hondo
Event Center.

The fashion show, titled
“Springtime on Parade,” is the
club’s major fundraising event of
the year with proceeds going
towards the club’s scholarships for
local high school seniors and char-
ities.

Fashions from Glory M’Lou’s
will be modeled by club members
Karen Davis, Lynn Dietlin, June
Ferguson, Ellie Harrington,
Jeanine Henson, Mary Kresonja,
Melba Willbanks and Kim
Yeager.

Tickets are $25 and include
lunch and door prizes. The event
begins at 10:30 a.m. Pre-sale tick-
ets are recommended by calling
Melba Willbanks at (562) 862-
2799.

Carnival of
Champions
goes on

DOWNEY – The Downey
Unified School District’s Carnival
of Champions, now in its 49th year,
will go on as expected April 24 at
Warren High School from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Approximately 500 fourth and
fifth grade students representing
nine Downey elementary schools
will compete in a variety of events,
including the 50- and 100-yard
dash, four-member 440-yard relay,
mixed coed relay, standing long
jump, softball throw for distance
and baskets in one minute.

Field events begin at 8:30 a.m.,
followed by running events at
approximately 10:15 a.m. and final
heats at about 11:15 a.m.

Team scoring will be on a 10-8-
6-4-2 basis for first through fifth
place in each event.

The public is welcome to
attend. Admission is free.

On April 3, several members of the Downey Kiwanis Club participat-
ed in helping build homes with Habitat for Humanity. Ten homes were
built in Lynwood with the help of Kiwanis members from Bellflower,
Long Beach and Huntington Park, and Key Club members from
Warren and Downey high schools. Pictured above is Kiwanis
Lieutenant Gov. Mario Trujillo and Kiwanis member Alex Saab.

Susan Domen was recently installed to a second consecutive term as
president of the Downey Rose Float Association. She is pictured above
with installing officer Mike Prokop. Domen’s first float, “Jewels of the
Pacific,” was awarded the Founders Trophy in this year’s parade.
Other newly-installed officers include Mike Artherton, first vice pres-
ident; Sue England, treasurer; and Pam Chambers, secretary. New
board members are Madelyn Barefoot, Gary DeRemer, Annett Pasco,
Lee Ann Sears, Margie Grisson, Jeff Shadic and John Johnston.

Yard sale at
Unsworth

DOWNEY – Unsworth
Elementary will host a yard sale
tomorrow morning.

The principal, staff and PTA
will be selling items all morning to
raise funds for school field trips.
Churros and hot chocolate will also
be available.

Unsworth is at 9001 Lindsay
Ave., south of Telegraph Road near
Serapis Avenue.



Letters to the Editor:
Big government
Dear Editor:

I used to look at problems in society through the “eyes of a
Republican”. Not anymore. I am still a Republican, but I do not base my
decisions on what the “party line” says is best.

I am finally tired of both political parties, funded by big business, pit-
ting us against each other. I feel they do this so we take our attention off
the bigger picture. The bigger picture of progressive politicians growing
our government so a majority of us will “need” them to do “stuff” for us.
Things we could, and should, do ourselves through the private sector, with
limited government oversight. Government should always help the help-
less, but not the clueless.

If you look at any major city across this country, most of them con-
trolled by the progressive politicians of both parties, they have been a total
disaster, the worst problem being spending on things that are not manda-
tory. I am sure it was done with good intentions, but it has been run into
the ground by big government. It looks great in the beginning but it will
slowly, like under President Bush or Obama, start to deteriorate. Look
back at the societies that chose big government. They have all failed under
the pressure of high taxes, corruption and greed.

If businesses behave this way we have the freedom to choose to go
someplace else (competition). We are basically stuck with big government
for years to come. Limited government with lower taxes to spend on how
you see fit is the best way.
— Jeffrey East,
Downey

Support for the arts
Dear Editor:

The city of Downey – those of us who attended the Downey
Symphony’s concert at the Downey Theatre on Saturday evening – was
treated to a remarkable performance by one of the country’s outstanding
young violin virtuosos in her performance of the solo in Max Bruch’s
Violin Concerto No. 2 in G minor. It was an outstanding performance by
Ms. Elizabeth Pitcairn, with matching support by the orchestra.

What made the Downey Symphony’s performance even more remark-
able for those in the city was advocate for the arts was to see our fine
mayor, Anne Bayer, step up on stage and recognize with a certificate Ms.
Pitcairn for her performance. Mayor Bayer’s unexpected action goes a
long way in encouraging not only the Downey Symphony to keep doing
all they can to continue to enrich the cultural-artistic ambiance of our city
with its programs but also all those others who advocate for the arts for our
fine city.

As Mr. Lawrence Christon has often reminded us on this page, foster-
ing, encouraging and supporting the arts is the mark of a city which cares
for the quality of life of its residents. Our mayor should be commended for
coming forth with a truly meaningful gesture of support for the Symphony
and the performing arts in the community.
— Harold Tseklenis,
Downey

Defending Beck
Dear Editor:

Regarding the three letters appearing recently about Glenn Beck, I also
laughed, and my mouth flew open, but I do get the joke – which evident-
ly they do not. Space does not allow me to answer all the remarks made in
these three letters, so I will just give you my perspective on a few.

Yes, if you have only watched Beck one time and saw him do a cari-
cature bit about a particular figure or a comedic bit, you might think this
is all there is to him, because he was an entertainer/comedian at one time.

But the remark about him fanning the flames of bigotry or hatred
means you do not watch often, or never saw the recent show in which
Beck had a large number of African Americans in attendance, giving their
insights, concerns and open discussion about today’s problems. It had to
be one of the most eye-opening and interesting segments I have ever seen
on TV.

Beck is currently on a mission to teach his viewers history (the truth)
and the Constitution. When he recently asked his viewers to read the book
“A Patriot’s History on the United States,” I immediately checked with our
local library, only to find out it was not available, nor available for request.
Then I checked with two book stores to find it was not available. By the
very next morning it was No. 1 on Amazon.com and this past weekend you
could find it stacked on the book table at Costco.

When Beck uses his blackboard you can be sure he is going to “con-
nect the dots,” meaning the connections between many of the people in the
current administration. Personally, I want to know if there are communists
(Van Jones), socialists, Marxists or someone (Anita Dunne) when speak-
ing before a group states that her inspiration comes from Mao Tse Tung.
Many of these videos are on YouTube.

There is a telephone on Beck’s desk with the number known to the
White House, in which Beck has asked/begged the White House to call
him if anything he has said was not true. Guess what? No calls.

There was one remark about Beck being classified as a “wing nut” by
all the responsible (now there is an oxymoron) stations on TV. That should
be your first clue as to their agenda. They are all so far left they fall off the
charts. NBC, for instance, was a supporter of the president.

Yes, Beck is different – but I find him much more interesting to watch
than passionless, boring pundits reading from a teleprompter.
— Bonnie Waisner,
Downey

Selective enforcement
Dear Editor:

Our Code Enforcement branch of the police force is a reactive agency,
not proactive. If you want to get revenge on your neighbor, you can look
for a violation, call Code Enforcement, and they will happily issue a warn-
ing to the offending citizen.

As the Code Enforcement officer is driving to your house to notify you
that your Christmas lights have been up a day too long, he is tripping over
corn cobs as they pass by the man with the stolen shopping car, in which
is a black trash bag filled with corn-on-the-cob. This unidentified vendor
has no apparent way to wash his hands, pays no taxes, accounts to no one,
and disturbs the neighborhood by honking his way down the street.

I am certain our police and Code Enforcement have driven past these
men quite a few times. Yet they persist. Right behind the honking man is
an honest person driving a marked ice cream truck, who has a business
license, is paying his taxes and is trying to sell to people who have already
bought either corn or flavored ice from the recesses of a black trash bag.

It seems to me it would be very simple for Code Enforcement agents
to use their time wisely by actually driving around and observing these
things for themselves and dealing with them proactively instead of only
responding when a neighbor tattletales on another neighbor, thereby
encouraging the spirit of revenge among citizens in the community.

The reasons Code Enforcement responds and how they respond need
to be examined. The tunnel vision needs to be corrected.
— David Dominessy,
Downey

How pious
By Eric Pierce

It's not easy being Catholic these days. It feels like whenever I pick
up the newspaper I read something involving the Catholic Church
that makes me cringe, cry or bang my head against the wall.
And it's not just the usual sexual abuse allegations that make me

question the ethical and moral capabilities of my religious leaders.
(The Vatican is only now requiring bishops and clerics to report sus-
pected cases of child abuse?) The L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican's
official newspaper, ran a statement from the Catholic Church last week
“forgiving” the Beatles for their alleged drug use, blasephemous lyrics
and “mysterious messages that were possibly even Satanic.”

All is forgiven, according to the Church, although I have a hard
time picturing Pope Benedict XVI walking around the Vatican bobbing
his head to the infectious tunes of "I Want to Hold Your Hand" that
supposedly eminate from his iPod.

I also read that the Pope listens to 2pac. Yes, 2pac, the guy who
was shot five times, jailed for sexual assault and had “Thug Life” tat-
toed across his solar plex. Either the Pope has gone nuts or he’s secret-
ly a Crip.

Don’t get me wrong, I listen to 2pac too. But in my defense, I'm not
the freaking Pope. I hold the Pope to a much higher and, dare I say,
purer, standard than I do most people, including myself.

If the Pope feels the need to listen to music, and the St. Joseph
Catholic Choir is not available, this is what he should be listening to,
in my humble opinion:

1.) "Good Time Music" - Brady Bunch
2.) "My God is an Awesome God" - Michael Smith
3.) "I Believe I Can Fly" - R. Kelly [At this point I'm not sure any

Catholic leadership should be listening to R. Kelly, but it's an inspiring
song nonetheless.]

4.) "Mmmbop" - Hanson
5.) Anything by Ke$ha [The Pope should have to suffer with the

rest of us.]
I originally meant this column to be a clarification of my thoughts

and beliefs as it pertains to God, and my frustrations when people we
hold in high regard let us down. But that's too complicated an issue to
put into words, and I don't want to trivialize the issue.

Let's just say I believe in God, I love God, I try to live my life in a
manner that would be approved by God, and I will let God judge me
when my life is over.

Spat of earthquakes not
unusual, experts say

China’s tragic magnitude 6.9 earthquake on April 13 and the
recent devastating earthquakes in Haiti, Chile, Mexico, and else-
where have many wondering if this earthquake activity is unusual.

Scientists say 2010 is not showing signs of unusually high earth-
quake activity. Since 1900, an average of 16 magnitude 7 or greater
earthquakes — the size that seismologists define as major — have
occurred worldwide each year. Some years have had as few as 6, as
in 1986 and 1989, while 1943 had 32, with considerable variability
from year to year.

With six major earthquakes striking in the first four months of
this year, 2010 is well within the normal range. Furthermore, from
April 15, 2009, to April 14, 2010, there have been 18 major earth-
quakes, a number also well within the expected variation.

“While the number of earthquakes is within the normal range,
this does not diminish the fact that there has been extreme devasta-
tion and loss of life in heavily populated areas,” said USGS
Associate Coordinator for Earthquake Hazards Dr. Michael
Blanpied.

What will happen next? Aftershocks will continue in the regions
around each of this year’s major earthquakes sites. It is unlikely that
any of these aftershocks will be larger than the earthquakes experi-
enced so far, but structures damaged in the previous events could be
further damaged and should be treated with caution. Beyond the
ongoing aftershock sequences, earthquakes in recent months have
not raised the likelihood of future major earthquakes; that likeli-
hood has not decreased, either. Large earthquakes will continue to
occur just as they have in the past.

Though the recent earthquakes are not unusual, they are a stark
reminder that earthquakes can produce disasters when they strike
populated areas — especially areas where the buildings have not
been designed to withstand strong shaking. What can you do to pre-
pare? Scientists cannot predict the timing of specific earthquakes.
However, families and communities can improve their safety and
reduce their losses by taking actions to make their homes, places of
work, schools and businesses as earthquake-safe as possible. The
USGS provides information on how you can prepare at earth-
quake.usgs.gov/prepare.
Provided by the United States Geological Survey.

Letters to the editor may be submitted by writing to The Downey Patriot,
8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240 or by e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com. Letters may be edited for style and/or
content. Letters must include a full name and address for verification.

Planning for an emergency - Week 3

Did you feel the ground move on Easter Sunday? Although the earth-
quake was centered a long way from Downey, things still swayed and
moved here. I noticed a couple of items had fallen from my office

shelf when I arrived that Monday morning.
The experts are predicting the next major earthquake will be centered in

the southern desert area of California (not that far from the epicenter of
Sunday’s quake). They predict the waves of energy will then radiate up the
San Andreas Fault into our area, in a similar manner as our most recent event.
The experts say we won’t always be as lucky as we were on Easter; they say
the chance of a disastrous earthquake occurring in our area within the next 30
years is very high.

If the next big earthquake strikes along the southern San Andreas Fault
line, it will likely have a major impact on the East-West supply lines we
depend on. Everyday we use water, natural gas and electrical power delivered
across the San Andreas Fault. Experts predict it could take a week before the
infrastructure lines are repaired and supplying vital resources to our area after
a major earthquake in the southern desert area.

This week’s objectives for our on-going emergency preparedness efforts
will remain consistent. Each week we need to increase our understanding of
our local disaster risks, expand our planning efforts and obtain more supplies.

When we consider our local disaster risks, we should be thinking about all
of those events that could disrupt our lives. For example, the earthquake last
Sunday is an obvious risk. However, the not so obvious issues such as traffic
accidents and power failures can also cause problems for us. In just the last
two weeks there have been local examples of these two calamities in our area
as well.

When the power goes down, we may have problems with our own homes.
It could be the power-dependent health equipment that is necessary to main-
tain a person’s air-supply or the refrigerator storing the family food supply.
Power interruptions also cause problems with traffic lights and other safety
equipment we rely upon. Do you know the ‘rules of the road’ when the traffic
lights are inoperable? Do your loved ones know another route to school or
work when the nearby intersection is closed due to a serious accident? Do your
home smoke detectors work without electricity? Most smoke detectors have a
battery back-up option.

Planning….Can you communicate the local situation to your co-workers
or family members? Can you use a cell phone or send a text message without

relying on a teenager for assistance? Could you warn them about a dangerous
situation like a hazardous materials spill near your home? Is there a predeter-
mined, out-of-state number your family members could call to check-in and
report their location and condition? Power interruptions and traffic accidents
unfortunately occur in our city. The important thing to remember is preparing
for emergencies will always benefit our families and our workplaces.

How about our local support network? Work with your neighbors to estab-
lish some expectations on what will be done if one family is home and the
other is away. Develop the trust necessary to count on your neighbor to check
on your house after a problem. Do you have contact numbers (landline and
cell) for your neighbors? Consider working with your neighbors and making
a commitment to check on each others family members as well. How about the
senior citizen who lives down the street? Can you help them during an emer-
gency? Perhaps they can help you with a child care issue in a pinch or maybe
they can be the eyes of the neighborhood while most of your neighborhood is
away at work.

Supplies….Obtain the following:
- additional gallon of water for each family member. After this week you

should now have two (2) gallons of water stored for each family member.
Water (or a lack of it) is the number one problem after an emergency.

- one can of meat per family member. Each family member should now
have two cans of meat in storage. Keep in mind, there are lots of options for
meats. Emergency supplies do not have to be tasteless or bland. Consider buy-
ing foods that you can use in a couple months and replace later.

- one can of fruit per person. Again, consider a variety of fruits.
- personal hygiene items. If you need it to make it thruogh a day, then have

enough for an extra week in a kit. With most supplies now sold in bulk, this
item is almost forced upon us. Just don’t wait until you have exhausted all of
your supplies before re-filling.

-map of the area. These are readily available from the internet or other
local sources. Good information for evacuations and for finding certain spots
in the city if points of distribution are established. For example, had the flu
vaccinations last fall been offered at a city park, would you and your family
be able to find the specific park?

Finally, please be sure you have met the first two weeks emergency pre-
paredness objectives. If not, start working towards meeting those objectives.

Any questions or comments? Please send them to ready@downeyca.org
Mark Sauter is deputy city manager in charge of emergency preparedness for
the city of Downey.

By Mark Sauter



SSPPEEEEDD  BBUUMMPP DDAAVVEE  CCOOVVEERRLLYY

OOnn  TThhiiss  DDaayy......
April 16, 1789: President-elect George Washington left Mount Vernon, Va. for his inauguration.
1862: A bill ending slavery in the District of Columbia became law.
1947: More than 500 people were killed and 200 left missing when a French ship carrying ammonium nitrate
fertilizer caught fire and blew up in Texas City, Tex. harbor.
1972: Apollo 16 departed on a voyage to the moon.
2003: Michael Jordan played in his last NBA game as a player on the Washington Wizards.
2007: A student gunned down 32 people on the campus of Virgina Tech University.
Birthdays: Pope Benedict XVI (83), singer Bobby Vinton (75), basketball hall of famer Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
(63), actor Jon Cryer (45), comedian Martin Lawrence (45) and actor Peter Billingsley (38).
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It’s crunch time

BY JOANNA QUINTANA,
INTERN

BY GABRIELA COYA,
INTERN
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In step
with the
Mirabal
sisters

DOWNEY -- Spring break has
come to an end, and instead of cel-
ebrating for the arrival of the final
quarter of the year, many students
are dreading these next few
months of “crunch time.”

“After spring break, everything
speeds up,” said student Allison
Worthy. “You have testing, AP
tests, and finals aren’t far behind.
In order to prepare, you spend a lot
of time studying. But without the
break, people would crack under
pressure. It’s definitely a student’s
crunch time if you want good
grades.”

Most students share similar
viewpoints as Worthy, as the rapid-
ly approaching last weeks of
school wave a red flag to students
to get their act together and push
toward their goals of obtaining
good grades.

“After spring break, I have to
start preparing for finals and test-
ing which can be stressful, but this
gives me an opportunity to bring
my grades up,” said junior Julie
Ledesma.

April and May are also the
infamous months of test prepara-
tion and test taking, and are the
last obstacles students must over-
come before being rewarded with
a school-free summer vacation.
Within these hectic months, teach-
ers are rushing to finish the cur-
riculum and material, while trying
to work around the Standardized
Testing and Reporting schedules,
which in turn increases the stress
on the students’ parts.

But for many other students,
the stress doesn’t stop with state
testing. Academically competitive
students are in the Advance
Placement collegiate level classes,
and are expected to take the
Advanced Placement tests in the
first two weeks of May.

“During the last months of
school, academics become my
life!” said sophomore Darien
Fehn. “I am in an AP European

In the first few pages of Julia
Alvarez’s novel “In the Time of
the Butterflies,” the reader dis-

covers the deadly fate of three of the
four main characters. What is left to
find out are the events that led up to
their tragic end at the bottom of a
150 foot cliff.

Alvarez’s novel, mostly taking
place from 1943 to 1960 in the
Dominican Republic, fictionalizes
the true story of the four Mirabal
Sisters — Maria Teresa, Minerva,
Patria, and the only survivor, Dede
— who were famous revolutionaries
against the corrupt General Trujillo
and his dictatorship.

Told through each of the four
sisters’ points of view as they grow
out of their childhoods and into
adulthood, the novel follows many
of the conflicts the girls must face,
ranging from boys to lies and even
the politics of their country. The
Mirabal sisters, later also known as
Las Mariposas (“the butterflies” in
English), become symbols of brav-
ery and freedom in their homeland
when they publicly stand up to their
country’s dictatorship during a time
when everyone had to hang a por-
trait of their leader on their wall
according to the law.

Unfortunately, being women
revolutionaries (or just plain revolu-
tionaries) is not easy. While oppos-
ing the government, the four women
struggle juggling their children, hus-
bands, religions, and education all at
once. In their ideological conquest,
the four women constantly find
themselves having to choose
between what they want to accom-
plish in terms of changing the world,
and what needs to be done in terms
of raising their children and keeping
their families safe.

Unfortunately, just like in reali-
ty, three of the four sisters die except
Dede. But why is she the sole sur-
vivor? Dede, in the novel and in
real life, becomes the only living
mariposa and martyr who continues
to tell their story to the media that
never seems to stop asking ques-
tions. She is the one who experi-
enced the revolution with them. She
is the one who knows that their
deaths were not a coincidence.

Although the story takes place in
the Dominican Republic more than
40 years ago and deals with the
Dominican culture, the story of fam-
ily and political strife is undoubted-
ly universal. Parents will always dis-
agree with children one time or
another, siblings will have rivalries,
and everyone has to face a situation
that is unfair.

“In the Time of the Butterflies”
not only provides insight on an
important historical event, but on
family and deciding between skim-
ming through life surviving or fight-
ing for the greater good even when
it seems the bad is great.

DOWNEY -- With Advance
Placement exams soon to be arriv-
ing in May, ambitious students at
Downey and Warren are caught in
the throes of their preparations,
using every study skill and stress
relieving technique they have ever
obtained to help them survive.

Though anxiety is an emotion
likely to be felt in the last weeks
before the AP tests begin to take
place, the question of a student’s
ability to do well lies not entirely in
the numerous study sessions they
participated in, but in their confi-
dence of their capabilities.

Guidance Counselor Melody
King, who has been a part of
Downey faculty for more than six
years, believes in the correlation
between a teenager’s success on an
exam and their confidence, and that
this confidence should indeed be
felt since Downey made the extra
effort to recruit the best teachers
for these difficult courses.

“Stress is one of the biggest
obstacles people have to over-
come,” says King. “I know the kids
are prepared. In the past, Downey
scored so well on the AP tests that
I know they will all do very well,
so basically it’s just: you’re ready,
so go in, relax and get it done.

“We’ve made what we believe
to be the correct adjustments so
that everybody is prepared and the
teachers here are the best at what
they do. If the administration can’t
find someone that does an out-
standing job teaching an AP class,
we do away with the AP class. It’s
either the best of the best or noth-
ing.”

Though the AP teachers may be
keeping up on their end of the bar-
gain, students do not hesitate to
take extra measures so as to ensure
their success on these tests.
Especially when they are forced to
balance more than one AP exam,
the ambitious students at Downey
sacrifice and learn how to manage
their time so that they can get their
studying in.

One such student includes sen-
ior Eileen Rico, who has learned
the art of balancing the studying

Dealing with the AP tests
� Students have different
methods to prepare for AP
testing.

for three AP exams and a sport that
requires a fair amount of her time
and effort.

“I try to pace myself,” she said.
“I usually start preparing for an AP
test a little bit beforehand. All I do
is not stress too much about it and
keep myself involved in extracur-
ricular stuff like my softball, ASB
and everything, and just hang out
with friends but still save time to
study so it’s kind of a counterbal-
ance of the fun things, but also of
study time. I think that is the best
way I cope with it.”

Though students are given the
resources to perform well, test-tak-
ing strategies and stress-relieving
techniques can play a part in deter-
mining just how far that student’s
capabilities will reach. Calculus
teacher and previous AP test-taker,
Richere Barbeau, attempts to assist
her anxious students as they pre-
pare for other AP exams.

“Study ahead of time and do
not wait until the last minute
because if you wait until the last
minute, you’re going to be really
stressed out and there really isn’t a
whole lot you can do at the last
minute, anyway,” says Barbeau.
“Just try to study ahead of time and
once that week comes around, eat a
good breakfast and get some sleep
and just do your best because
stressing out about it isn’t really
going to make a difference. I see
students who are taking like the AP
English test and they’re stressing
out and you can just tell that
they’re really nervous the week
before. I try not to give them that
much homework and try to go easy
on them but there isn’t really much
you can do.

“You’ve been preparing all year
so if you have been doing work and
putting in the time, then when it
comes down to it, you’ll be okay.”

� BOOK REVIEW: ‘In the
Time of the Butterflies.’

BY DEBORAH WON,
INTERN

� With spring break nothing
but a memory, attention turns
to academics.

History class, so the biggest test of
the year requires a lot of prepara-
tion and dedication. Also, state
testing comes along. I have to
make sure I stay focused.

Wait, there’s even more, espe-
cially for the juniors. With college
applications swiftly approaching,
college-bound juniors are also
preparing to take the SATs, the
ACTs, or both. Preparation for
these classes may mean anything
from reviewing guideline and prep
books such as the Princeton
Review, or taking certain SAT
classes specialized to raise those
scores. Regardless, juniors are
being bombarded with the need to
prepare for various tests that can
make or break their college appli-
cations that will be completed later
this fall. For many four-year uni-
versities, taking additional SAT II
tests, or the SAT Subject tests, are
an additional requirement. What a
headache

“It’s always hard coming back
to school after a week of relaxing,
but with senior year less than 11
weeks ahead focusing on classes is
key,” said Chelsea Vinas. “I want
to make sure senior year is filled
with enjoyable classes and no
repeats.”

It is very important for all stu-
dents to keep in mind that a D or
an F on a report card can be devas-
tating to one’s transcript, and often
times require a retake of the class
during the summer or the follow-
ing year. It would be wise to take
Vinas’ advice and focus on aca-
demics these next few months, or
else you may be stuck with taking
a class all over again next year

But the only group of students
that can truly take a deep breath
and relax a bit these next few
months are the top dogs of the
school, the seniors. With college
nearing very soon, the only thing
seniors need to worry about is
choosing which school they will
next be attending, how to make
that transition, and of course keep-
ing grades up to a decent level. But
otherwise, seniors are free from
the stresses of standardized testing
and finals.

Netflix now available via Wii
Netflix members who own a

Nintendo Wii can now have thou-
sands of movies and TV episodes
streamed directly through their
Wii.

Netflix streaming through the
Wii costs no additional money to
Netflix members who have a plan
starting at $8 a month, a Wii con-
sole and a broadband Internet con-
nection.

“More than 28 million people
already use the Wii console to play
games, stay fit and have fun,” said
Reggie Fils-Aime, president of
Nintendo of America. “Now they
have another reason to use the sys-

tem every day -- to enjoy great
movies from Netflix and other
video content.”

Wii now reaches more con-
sumers than any other device that
currently supports streaming
movies from Netflix, which had
12.3 million members at the end of
2009.

“Launching Netflix on the Wii
home console marks a significant
advance in the evolution of our
service,” said Netflix co-founder
and CEO Reed Hastings. “Wii has
created immense consumer excite-

ment and has meaningfully altered
the consumer electronics land-
scape.”

To enable Netflix streaming,
users will need a broadband
Internet connection and a Netflix
instant streaming disc for the Wii.
Netflix members can receive a free
disc by going online to
www.netflix.com/wii.

The discs will be delivered for
free by first-class mail, generally
one day after a request is received.

PHOTOS BY FLICKR USER BRITTNEYBUSH/CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE



New Titles at the
Downey City Library

Fiction
• “Love and Summer” by William Trevor. The tragic consequences of
a woman's lost honor and a family's shame haunt several generations in
Trevor's masterful 14th novel.
• “Nothing Right” by Antonya Nelson. A collection of eleven stories
about the beauty and struggles of daily life in Kansas.
• “Orange County Noir” edited by Gary Phillips. This anthology of
mystery stories from some of California’s best writers proves that there
is a dark side to most places, even sunny Orange County.
• “The Prodigal Wife” by Marcia Willett. A television personality takes
his new girlfriend home to meet his extended family—and the mother
who deserted him and his father years ago.
• “Shades of Grey” by Clea Simon. Dulcie, a 20-something grad stu-
dent, is having an awful summer. She has to put her beloved cat, Mr.
Grey, to sleep, she can’t decide on a thesis topic—and then she’s framed
for murder.

Non-Fiction
• “The Genius and the Goddess” by Jeffrey Meyers. A biographer
gives an intimate look at the relationship and marriage of Arthur Miller
and Marilyn Monroe.
• “How Patients Should Think” by Ray Moynihan and Melissa Sweet.
Ten questions to ask your doctor about drugs, medical tests and treatment.
• “Switch” by Chip Heath and Dan Heath. The authors of “Made to
Stick” discuss why it is so hard to make a change at work, in our com-
munities and in our personal lives.
• “Twitterville” by Shel Isreal. Advice for business owners on how to
survive and thrive in the new global neighborhoods.
• “Your Brain After Chemo” by Dan Silverman, M.D. A doctor offers
practical tips for lifting the mental fog and getting back in focus after
chemotherapy.
Visit www.downeylibrary.org and click on “New and Notable Books”

to browse more titles

LONG BEACH – Lakewood
SK8, a ministry of First Baptist
Church of Lakewood, will hold its
ninth annual skateboarding, BMX
and video game competition May
15 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and May
16 from 1 to 8 p.m.

Competitions will also be held in
aggressive inline skating and scooter.

Admission is free and prizes
will be awarded to the top finishers
in each competition level. Food, T-
shirts and autographed items will
be available for purchase.

Registration is required the day

Skate, video game competition
of the event and release waivers
must be signed by a legal guardian
for all minors.

Every event will include differ-
ent levels of competition, from 10-
and-under to sponsored categories.
The video game competition will
include Super Smash Brothers
Brawl, Street Fighter IV, Skate 2,
Guitar Hero, Mario Kart Wii, Rock
Band 2 (no drums) and Wii Sports
Resort (swordplay).

First Baptist Church of
Lakewood is at 5336 E. Arbor Rd.
in Long Beach, near Del Amo and
Bellflower boulevards.

For a full itinerary of events,
visit www.lakewoodsk8.org or call
(562) 420-1471 ext. 150.
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� LACROSSE: Coach preaches
heart and desire.

BY ALYSSA WYNNE,
SPORTS INTERN

DOWNEY – The dream of
having a girls lacrosse program at
Downey High School never
received any thought until Carmen
Escalante, a determined junior at
the time, refused to take “No, you
can’t play on the boys team” for an
answer.

“[Downey boys’ lacrosse head
coach Scott Witkin] told me that
many girls had asked to join as well
and if I really wanted to go all in, I
should take a risk and see if a girls
lacrosse team could be possible,”
said Escalante. “[We] spoke to
[Downey principal Tom] Houts and
he said that if enough girls wanted
to join and if we could find a coach
then it would be all right. So I
placed announcements and what do
you know: a lot of girls had always
wanted to play lacrosse!”

Although Escalante decided not
to pursue the sport for personal rea-
sons, she still stuck by the girls and
attended every game and practice.
But it wasn’t until Witkin
approached David Thompkins that
the dream became a reality.

DOWNEY – Warren remains
Downey’s toughest competitor in
softball after losing first to them
last season, and Downey manager
Micah Karzen said that it will more
than likely come down between the
Bears and the Vikings.

“I am quite pleased where we
stand right now and optimistic that
we will do very well in league,”
said Karzen. “I see [league] com-
ing down to a battle between us and
Warren if we take care of our busi-
ness elsewhere.”

He has every reason to hold this
opinion after the lady Vikings put
up a tough fight in their preseason
to finish 9-4.

“All four loses have been to
quality teams who are all ranked
highly and the four losses are by a
total of seven runs,” said Karzen.

The nine wins Downey has
acquired are to be redeemed, par-
ticularly those made with incredi-

DOWNEY – To the untrained
eye, swimming looks as if it could
be one of the easier sports to join
on campus, but with the demands
on both the body and breathing
abilities, the Downey Vikings and
the Warren Bears are giving skep-
tics a second look.

Swimming might look like just
a bunch of laps, different strokes,
and a good tan but there is much
more to it than that. For many first
time swimmers, which is what both
the Downey and Warren swim
teams mainly consist of this sea-
son, shock sets in at just how
demanding swimming can actually
be on the body. The swimmers
know, however, that in order to
succeed in the sport they have to
give 100 percent in every event.

“There are a lot of fresh faces
and since they know they have to
earn their events, it makes for a
great competitive environment,”
said Joy O’Dowd, head coach of
Warren’s boys’ swimming team.

For both the Vikings and the
Bears, practices are essential in
maintaining strength and
endurance to last throughout the
grueling meets. Practices can last
up to two hours after school every
day, where the coaches run team-
building drills in order for them to
succeed. Practices starting off with
sprints, continuing on with build-
ing distance in the middle, and end-
ing with relays are typical for
swimmers to encounter on a daily
basis. Despite having long and
intense practices on non-meet days,
team members still have difficulty
coming to terms with distance
events on meet day.

“Distance is difficult (especial-
ly 500 freestyle) because the kids
think ‘Oh my gosh, I have to swim
20 laps?’” said Warren head girls
coach Josie Cordero. “I laugh all
the time and tell them “you swim
that in warm up everyday! It’s not a
big deal!’”

In addition to lasting physically
in the water, swimmers have to
worry about maintaining their
breathing throughout their event.
Coming up for air adds time that no
swimmer wants for their overall
score, so the less they breathe the
better. Taking deep breaths before

My only regret in life, well,
maybe not in life but this
weekend, was not buying

the premium sports package for
DirecTV.

There was so much baseball on,
and we all know that I bleed Dodger
blue, and just baseball in general.
Also, the Lakers were wrapping up
the top seed in the Western
Conference. Good for them, but it
was expected. The most entertain-
ing thing though, while people will
say that they fall asleep watching
the sport, was the Masters.

Yes, this is going to be another
column about Tiger Woods, but
come on, the guy is like a reality tel-
evision star now. Wherever he goes,
cameras are there. Whatever he says
is televised like a national address
to the United States. Whatever he
does is ridiculed, discussed and
even still imitated.

But what made this weekend so
entertaining was not the fact that he
was coming back to professional
golf finally. It wasn’t the interviews
that he gave after his rounds, or the
cool shades that he decided to wear
because of the “high pollen count.”
It wasn’t his interaction with the
fans either.

The most entertaining thing
about this weekend is that after a
five month hiatus, he came back to
golf, threw down the gauntlet to all
the players in the field and essen-
tially said “I’m back and I’m still
Tiger Woods.”

One of ESPN’s columnists a
few weeks ago wrote an article
about how people were starting to
immediately write off Tiger in the
Masters. The biggest question that
he kept asking over and over again
was “What if Tiger won?”

A great question indeed it was.
What if Tiger won the whole thing?
What would have changed? Would
people be more forgiving to what
happened? Would it feel tainted?
Would it be one of the most endear-
ing achievements seen in sports?

In all honesty, the answer lies in
two words: who cares? The one
thing that we found out by watching
the Masters is that Tiseger’s golf
game is still as good as anyone’s on
the planet. He won’t be vacating
that No. 1 world ranking any time
soon.

Phil Mickelson winning the
Masters really was a touching story,
especially with his wife Amy who
has been battling breast cancer
meeting him at the 18th green.
Lefty played a fantastic bogey-free
round on Sunday and absolutely
deserved to win the green jacket.

But do you honestly think he
wasn’t looking at the leader board
thinking to himself whether or not
Tiger was going to make a big
move? Tiger is still in the dome of
every golfer out there.

Some of the shots he made were
ridiculous. Can you hole one out on
Sunday from 150-plus yards out?
Or can you purposely snap hook a
212 yard approach shot to be within
six feet of the hole for birdie?

Well, Tiger still can. It was good
seeing him back out there strug-
gling with his swing and still almost
winning a major. While he did say
he didn’t know when he’ll be back
and that he’s going to reevaluate a
few things, we do know we’ll see
him again in the coming month or
so. Why? He just turned in his
application for the US Open.

Until next time Tiger. Welcome
back.

SCOTT COBOS

Welcome
back,
Tiger The Downey United soccer team defeated Canyon Country, 2-0, in the finals recently to be crowned BU14

champions. The team is coached by Mauricio Sarmiento and William Del Valle. Pictured above, top row,
left to right: Frankie, Hector Jr., Andrew, Brandon, Matthew, Andy, Justice, Alex and Miguel. Kneeling:
Mike, Phillip, Luke, Justin and Joshua.

Girls learning lessons
beyond lacrosse

Downey keeping an
eye on Warren
� SOFTBALL: Vikings are
impressive, but Warren looms.

BY ALYSSA WYNNE,
SPORTS INTERN

bly high scores. The Vikings’ first
game was against St. Joseph’s High
School and it ended with a victory
of 12-0. Games against Bell and
South Gate both ended in a 16-0
win for Downey and another
against Palos Verdes brought a 10-
0 success.

“Top players are center fielder
Staci Rodriguez and Shortstop
Katie Medina, both juniors, and
sophomore newcomers Desirae
Romero, left field, and Jazmyne
Cortinas, catcher, have had solid
seasons so far and pitchers Brittany
Colenzo and Lauren Canas, both
seniors, have been great as well,”
said Karzen.

“I told the 50 or so girls in a
meeting that I hadn’t played the
sport and that I was aware that they
hadn’t played either, but if they
were willing to go on a journey
with me then I was all in,”
Thompkins said after he accepted
the coaching offer.

And so the adventure began.
Thompkins and each eager lady
learned how to hold the stick and
began the process of learning how
to play girls’ lacrosse. Thompkins
even developed a mantra: “Heart
plus desire equals victory.”

The girls who had experience
with boys lacrosse were deeply dis-
appointed, however, when they
realized that lacrosse for males and
females are almost entirely differ-
ent games. The rules and regula-
tions are made so that the girls do
not get hurt, considering they do
not wear helmets nor pads, and
goggles, gloves, and mouth guards
are optional.

Still, the biggest obstacle that
remains with girls’ lacrosse is how
to finance the sport, which, on
average, costs a minimum of $400
to play the first year. Many of the
ladies have worked hard through
fundraising efforts and raising pub-
licity. Eventually, Thompkins
hopes to develop a summer camp

that will supply girls interested in
playing with sticks, goggles and a
ball.

“We have several girls right
now that could compete at the next
level. For instance: our two cap-
tains, Candy Andrade and Evelyn
Arroyo, are our scoring leaders,
while all the other seniors would
have to be mentioned because they
complete and make the team
whole,” said Thompkins. “I also
think it is fair to say that we have
three juniors that are and will con-
tinue to be the backbone of the
team.”

The team continues to have
recognition in Downey. They are in
a very difficult and experienced
league and are hopeful to compete
for the CIF championship

“Thus far we have only two
games where the scores weren’t
close, but all others have been a
loss by one or two points in regula-
tion and overtime. Our record (2-5)
shows one thing but the teams that
we have faced know that we don’t
play like a two year team,” said
Thompkins. “We still have eight
games left before playoffs, so with
heart and desire we will have victo-
ry.”

In swimming, it’s
all about technique
� SWIMMING: Practice results
in fewer disqualifications.

BY JOSEPH APODACA,
SPORTS INTERN

take off and coming up very few
times during the event will ensure
swimmers the best and most accu-
rate time. Maintaining good breath-
ing techniques will also ensure that
swimmers don’t go through their
event just to be disqualified, which
can be caused by the smallest of
mistakes. For the Downey girls,
disqualification has become a rari-
ty.

“Not one person was disquali-
fied [at the El Rancho meet]”, said
Downey girls’ head coach Sal
Castro.

League meets are on the radar
of both the Downey and Warren
swim teams, with the San Gabriel
Valley league finals approaching at
the end of the month. A classic
Vikings vs. Bears rivalry is expect-
ed when they cross paths April 29,
but the Downey coaches have sev-
eral other things on their mind in
addition to the big meet.

“Our challenge is league and to
qualify swimmers for CIF. The big
meets for this season include
Warren and Paramount, which are
both at Downey,” said Downey
head boys coach Shaun Delhousay.

Quake to
take on
division rival

DOWNEY – The California
Quake women’s professional tack-
le football team will host the Los
Angeles Amazons tomorrow at
Downey High School’s Allen
Layne Stadium.

Kick-off is at 6 p.m.
The Quake won their division

in 2008 but were eliminated in the
first round of playoffs. The
Amazon won the division title last
year, sparking a Southern
California rivalry.

“The rivalry is intense with
both teams competing for players,
fans, championships and the title of
L.A.’s winningest professional
football team,” a Quake team offi-
cial said.

The Quake defeated the Tucson
Monsoon, 60-20, last Saturday
while the Amazons are coming off
a bye week.

Tickets to the game are $10;
parking is $2. The public is invited.



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF

MAE R. MULKEY
Case No. BP121943

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who may oth-
erwise be interested in the will or estate, or
both, of MAE R. MULKEY

A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been
filed by Judy Sharon Sinclair in the Superior
Court of California, County of LOS ANGE-
LES.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests
that Judy Sharon Sinclair be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests the decedent's
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to pro-
bate. The will and any codicils are available
for examination in the file kept by the court.

THE PETITION requests authority to
administer the estate under the In-dependent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain very impor-
tant actions, however, the personal represen-
tative will be required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held
on May 16, 2010 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 11
located at 111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, CA
90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the hearing
and state your objections or file written
objections with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contin-
gent creditor of the deceased, you must file
your claim with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative appointed by the
court within four months from the date of first
issuance of letters as provided in Probate
Code section 9100. The time for filing claims
will not expire before four months from the
hearing date noticed above.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the
court. If you are a person interested in the
estate, you may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
JOHN R GOTTES ESQ

SBN 134317
JOHN R GOTTES ESQ

3470 TWEEDY BLVD
SOUTH GATE CA 90280-6048

CN836583
The Downey Patriot, # BS124251
4/16/10, 4/23/10, 4/30/10

PROBATE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rancho Los Amigos Oral History Project

The County of Los Angeles and Sapphos Environmental, Inc. are conducting oral
history interviews to document the history of Rancho Los Amigos National
Rehabilitation Center. Potential interviewees may be past employees, residents,
and other individuals who possess substantive knowledge, including letters, photo-
graphs, or memorabilia, regarding the history of Rancho Los Amigos National
Rehabilitation Center from its founding to 1952. If you have information regarding
the Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center and would like to participate
in the Rancho Los Amigos Oral History Project, please call Marlise Fratinardo,
Senior Cultural Resources Coordinator, Sapphos Environmental, Inc., at (626) 683-
3547 or e-mail your contact information to mfratinar-
do@sapphosenvironmental.com. For more information about Rancho Los Amigos
National Rehabilitation Center, please visit: http://www.rancho.org/

Published in The Downey Patriot #BS124251
3/26/10, 4/2/10, 4/9/10, 4/16/10

LEGAL NOTICES

ROOM FOR RENT
Private entrance & bath.

(562) 658-7130

ROOM FOR RENT

TUTOR NEEDED
For Spanish conversation.

Monday - Thursday
(562) 500-7677

TUTORING

EXP. BUS DRIVERS
APPLICATIONS AND

INTERVIEWS:
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY

(9:00AM-4:00PM)
BRING DMV H6-SPAB &

MEDICAL TO:
8050 FLORENCE AVE #202

SO. BLDG.
DOWNEY, CA. 90240

PRESCHOOL
KINDERGARDEN

TEACHER
Benefit 1 mo., vaction after 1
yr. service. Send resume to

Berniewije@yahoo.com

NOW HIRING!
Career fair on 5/12 6:00PM
for anyone interested in Real
Estate Career! Dinner pro-
vided. Keller Williams
Realty 8280 Florence #100
Downey

(562) 862-7878

EMPLOYMENT

UNSWORTH
YARD SALE

Sat. 8 AM
Telegraph & Serapis

Raising money for field trip

SAT. & SUN. 7 AM
Plus size ladies clothing.

9856 Pangborn

FRI, SAT & SUN 7 AM
Electronics, appliances, baby
gear & furniture.

9923 Mattock, Downey

GARAGE SALE

BIG SALE ON
Pre owned appliances wash-
ers, dryers, warranty. Free
local delivery.

Johnnies Maytag
12018 Paramount Blvd., Dwy.

(562) 927-7433

APPLIANCES

MOVE IN NOW AND
PAY $96.50 FOR THE

FIRST MONTH’S
RENT!

DOWNEY
Large 2 bed, A/C, Gtd Cr Prt.

(562) 803-1467

NORWALK
1 bed, A/C, Gated
(562) 863-6599

TOWNHOME APT.
2 bed, 1.5 ba, $1,200/$1,595
tri-lev, pool, lndry rm, a/c,
heat, 2 prkng space. No hous-
ing, no pets. Great Location!

(562) 861-6197

FOR RENT

GENERAL
CONSTRUCTION

And Repairs, Plumbing,
Electrical, Remodeling and
Honey Do List. Licensed,
Bonded and Insured. 10%
disc to Seniors and Veterans.
Located in Downey.
Call Charlie (213) 407-0332

NEED A PAINTER
Interior & exterior, ref.

Call Rick (562) 225-0540

COMPUTER #1
SOLUTION

Senior help, upgrade,
repairs, system set up, virus
removal, troubleshooting.
Call Larry (562) 714-9876

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, interior, senior dis-
counts, references, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

FULL SERVICE
PLUMBING

Licensed, bonded & insured,
24/7, senior discount

McKinnon & Sons
Plumbing of Downey

(562) 904-3616

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

FREE NO OBLIGATION
ESTIMATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

NICK’S GARDEN
SERVICE

Hedging, lawn mowing &
lawn irrigating. Lic. 214833.

Cell (562) 712-1838
Office (562) 861-5866

SERVICES

ARMAS PATCHING
& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas
Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

RELIABLE
HANDYMAN

Leaky roof, leaky faucet we
fix everything. Fast Service-
Slow Pricing. References,
call Phil anytime at

(562) 714-7702

ACTION PAINTING &
CONSTRUCTION

PROFESSIONAL CO.
Painting & remodel. Lic.
456722. Call Steve Kennedy

(562) 928-7680
(562) 441-6509

ROSCHE’S
POOLS AND SPAS

(562) 413-6154

SERVICES

N. DOWNEY
2 bed, 1 bath $1,350, 1 bed
$1,050, pool, secured bldg.

(562) 869-4313 mgr.

N. DOWNEY 2 BDRM
Small 5 unit complex single
car garage, community ldry.
rm. $1,300 + $1,300 sec. dep.

(562) 862-8820

NORTH DOWNEY APT
GOOD CREDIT DISCOUNT

2 BR $1,100 11111 Newville
near Rio San Gabriel Park.
New carpet & blinds, lndry.
hookup, carport.
2 BR/2 Bath $1,300 very lrg.
1 BR/1 Bath $950 10526 La
Reina Ave. Lndry. room, car-
port. All with A/C. Ultra
clean. No Sec. 8

(562) 862-7071

DOWNEY
8139 6th Street @ $925 plus
sec. dep. 1 bed w/pkg.
8821 Stoakes Ave. @ $825
plus sec. dep. 1 bed street
parking only.

BELL
4033 Bell Avenue 1 bed @
$925 plus sec. dep. w/pkg.,
laundry room, pool.

HUNTINGTON PARK
6724 Stafford Avenue 1 bed
@ $825 plus sec. dep. street
pkg. only, laundry room.

Call agent, Imperial
Properties at

(562) 862-9246

BACHELOR APT.
FOR RENT

In Downey includes utilities,
private entrance $750 +
deposit. Call 8 am - 10 pm.

(562) 923-3967 or
(562) 715-3284

FOR RENT

DOWNEY APT.
3 bed, 2 bath $1.400 mo.
2 bed, 1 bath $1,100 mo.
1 bed, 1 bath $900 mo.

(562) 881-5635

LARGE DOWNEY APT
2 bed, 2 bath $1,250 mo.

(562) 776-8494

FOR RENT



DOWNEY – Gladys Miller
once heard a politician say that the
government could take better care of
families then they could of them-
selves, a statement that reminds the
republican why she is campaigning
against the democratic establish-
ment for lower taxes and less state
regulations.

“I’m for common sense regula-
tions,” said Miller, who is vying to
be the 50th district’s next assem-
blyperson. “But our businesses are
being taxed to death and are leaving.
Something has to be done.”

For Miller, who has lived in the
district for more than 35 years,
change is not an option if California
wants to see growth again.

“We’ve lost industry and we’ve
lost jobs – and the reason is high
taxes and stringent regulations,”
Miller said. “We need to make this
state more business friendly. We
can’t keep taxing people.”

Born in Italy and raised in
Michigan, Miller moved to southern
California in 1975 with her husband
and began working for Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power,
where she is currently an insurance
analyst.

Since 1992, Miller has served as
chairwoman for the 50th district’s
Republican Central Committee and
is an elected member of the Los
Angeles County Republican Central
Committee. She also serves as a
union steward of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.

“I have a background in dealing
with people,” said Miller, 61, who
currently resides in South Gate.
“I’m a problem solver – I do that in
my job now and I’ve done that in my
past involvement in the party.”

This year will not be the first
that Miller has attempted to claim
the 50th district assembly seat as the
republican has ran several times
unopposed for the republican nomi-
nation, but this year Miller will face
P.J. Mellana, a 31-year-old recre-
ation supervisor for the city of
Bellflower.

Although the two share similar
goals, Miller said she believes she
has the experience needed to get the

Assembly candidate Miller
hopes to represent voters

BY CHRISTIAN BROWN,
STAFF WRITER

� Gladys Miller campaigning
to become assemblyperson
representing 50th District.

job done.
“I’ve gone door to door and

talked with voters and it’s always
the bread and butter issues,” Miller
said. “It’s tough – there are families
working two or three jobs just to
make it – the government must be
on a budget like you and me. It’s
their spending that got us into this
mess.”

Miller believes rolling back
taxes and offering businesses tax
credits will bring back business and,
subsequently, create new blue collar
jobs for residents within the 50th
district.

In addition to jobs and taxes,
Miller also hopes to change
California’s education system.

“We need to go back to basics,”
Miller said. “We need to go back
and teach these types of things and
make sure our kids are competitive
in this century.”

Moreover, Miller maintains that
wasteful spending is the problem
and lower taxes and fewer regula-
tions is a part of the solution.

“What we have in Sacramento
needs to be replaced,” said Miller.

“I’m the best candidate with the
experience and I’m asking for your
vote. I can give you the promise to
give you the best representation that
I can.”

After the June 8 primary, either
Miller or Mellana will go on to face
one of the four democratic chal-
lengers in the November election.
The winner will claim the state
assembly seat of Hector De La Torre
who is being termed out of office.

Robert E. Becker is known at
East Middle School to stu-
dent and fellow faculty as

‘Tech Beck’ because of his, among
other things, technological expert-
ise.

He has taught at East since
1999, and he teaches industrial and
technology education, keyboarding
and video broadcasting.

This video broadcasting 8th
grade class runs East Studio One
(ESl), the school’s closed-circuit
TV system that broadcasts live a
miscellany of items and informa-
tion (school news, announcements,
sports scores and highlights, year-
book advertising, Character
Counts, flag salute, etc.). Class and
teacher thus occupy center stage
every morning at the start of class-
es.

A 1993 graduate of CSU-
Fresno, Becker hasn’t taught any-
where else but here. He says,
intrinsically, his is a very reward-
ing job. He’s aware of the shortage
of qualified engineering and tech-
nological talent in the U.S. “In fact,
the U.S. is actually importing engi-
neers from foreign countries,” he
said, “similar to the shortage of
doctors.”

“I feel lucky to be in a position
to affect students’ lives and steer
them in the right direction,” Becker
continued.

It’s easy to see why Becker
feels this way. In addition to his
responsibility for “maintaining
technology” at the school site
which includes maintaining per-
sonal student accounts, the so-
called ‘accelerated reader’ pro-
gram, five classroom laptop
(mobile) carts, and the brand-new
40-computer Kiwanis Lab (used by
faculty and students alike), he is
the administrator of the school
website as well as the school’s
Technology Club (which meets
every Thursday).

“If a situation arises here that
we can’t fix, we can look for assis-
tance by the district office,” he
said.

His industrial and technology
education course covers the fol-
lowing areas of study: aerodynam-
ics, architecture, business graphics,

Becker plays vital role
at East Middle School

BY HENRY VENERACION,
STAFF WRITER

� Robert Becker is helping
students keep up with latest
technologies.

electricity, engineering, music
development, woodworking, and
the already-mentioned video pro-
duction, taught in learning mod-
ules.

At one session, a couple of stu-
dents were making switches,
another small group was working
with lie detector sets, the graphic
design module was building air-
planes and rockets, and the wood-
working group had just finished a
floor plan as well as a city zoning
map. By engaging in hands-on
projects, the kids are learning prac-
tical skills that will help enhance
people’s lives.

“My kids get prepared for [fur-
ther] tech education in the U.S.,”
he said.

Becker feels he should compli-
ment the assistance provided by
special ed teacher Vicki Arosteguy,
who gives of her time in the tech-
nology area. The same goes to
school staff, he said: “They’re very
patient over there.”

At present the school is in the
grip of the East Idol competition,
where 12 finalists will be selected
out of 27 student try-outs. Their
images and entries get streamed
online and broadcast on ESl.
Finally in May, the three finalists
will appear live in a school rally to
determine the winner. It promises
to be one of the most exciting
events on campus, said Becker.

Meanwhile, there are other
simultaneous, relatively minor pro-
grams to amuse the student popula-
tion: “Student Library,” “Student
Swap” and “I Love Lucy.”

Becker’s programs enjoy the

East Middle School students are pictured above working on an elec-
trical outlet as part of the school’s industrial and technology educa-
tion classes, led by teacher Robert Becker.

PHOTOS COURTESY DUSD

full support of Principal Brent
Shubin, who in the same breath
says, “We are strong in science.”

Shubin, who has a bachelor’s
from CSU-Long Beach and a mas-
ter’s in education from Azusa
Pacific, at the same time enumerat-
ed what he deems the characteris-
tics of a good principal: first,
he/she should be an instructional
leader; secondly, he/she should be
a good manager; thirdly, he/she
should have a vision for what a
school can accomplish; and fourth,
he/she should always look for ways
to improve things.

He said East Middle has had
the top API score district-wide for
the past seven years until this year
when Griffiths Middle beat it by
one point.

Becker’s wife Susan also teach-
es middle school in Garden Grove.
They have a two-year old son,
Edward.

Donations of wheelchairs sought
DOWNEY -- The Downey Sister Cities Association is collecting used

(but working) wheelchairs, walkers and crutches, which will be donated to
people who cannot afford them.

Items can be dropped off in the care of Moses Miranda at Downey
Used Cars, 10021 Lakewood Blvd. Arrangements can also be made to
have donations picked up at your home.

For more information, call Moses Miranda at (310) 428-0937 or Paula
Mejia at (562) 884-9657.



Know these people?

DOWNEY -- Former councilman Kirk Cartozian is asking the public's
help to return a framed photograph to its rightful owner.

Cartozian was cleaning out the attic of a home he recently purchased
in the Orange Estates when he came across the large frame that features
the words "Fruits of Your Labors" alongside four black and white photos.

“It was left face down and, presumably, accidentally left here,”
Cartozian says. “I asked some of my neighbors but no one could place
them. I'm guessing that their time living here was some decades ago.”

The home is located near 7th Street and Smallwood Avenue, not far
from Rio Hondo Elementary.

Anyone with information can reach Cartozian at (562) 852-1991 or
kirkcartozian@yahoo.com.

Realtors earn
certifications

DOWNEY – Carrie Uva and
Marie Picarelli, sales agents with
Prudential 24 Hour Real Estate,
have been certified as short sale
and foreclosure resource specialists
by the National Association of
Realtors.

Uva and Picarelli completed
class courses designed to help dis-
tressed homeowners facing finan-
cial hardship to save their home
with a loan modification or short
sale.

Homeowners are advised of the
options available to them as well
and receive assistance in avoiding
tax consequences.

Uva is an attorney with 18
years experience in real estate. She
can be reached at (562) 761-0597.

Picarelli has been a licensed
realtor since 1976 and can be
reached at (562) 618-0033.

Marie Picarelli

Carrie Uva
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