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CITY EDITOR

Baseball players from Downey and Warren high schools competed in a June 13 all-star game that pitted
players from the San Gabriel Valley League versus all-stars from the Moore League. The San Gabriel Valley
League team earned the victory, 4-3, in 10 innings.  Photo courtesy Sal Mazzara

DOWNEY – An outpouring of

donations and sponsorships from

the Downey community has cut the

price of the July 4th city-sponsored

fireworks show in half, according

to numbers released by city offi-

cials this week.

About three dozen businesses

and residents have pledged mone-

tary support for the $50,000 fire-

works display, dropping the final

cost to taxpayers to about $25,000,

Mayor Mario Guerra said.

The City Council agreed last

month to help finance the fire-

works show with the understanding

that city staff would aggressively

seek community sponsorships.

Kaiser Permanente will donate

$7,000, according to the data. Los

Angeles County Supervisor Don

Knabe pledged $2,000.

Coca-Cola offered $5,000 in

products.

Seven service clubs and busi-

nesses pledged $1,000 each, and

numerous businesses and residents

offered donations of $100 to $200.

Guerra said he anticipated more

sponsorships to come.

The fireworks display will be

the climax of a daylong festival at

the Discovery Sports Complex

which begins at 9:45 a.m. The

event will include live music, car-

nival games, athletic events, food

booths, and more.

The fireworks show will begin

at 9 p.m.

Residents can bring lawn chairs

but no fireworks, alcohol or barbe-

cues will be allowed inside the

park. 

For more information, call

(562) 904-7238.

Price of
fireworks
show cut
by half
� Sponsors will cover
half of the show’s $50K
price tag, mayor says.

$138 million
budget called 
‘a blessing’

DOWNEY – Allison Iraheta’s

debut album will be released this

fall, Jive Records has announced.

Iraheta signed last month with

19 Recordings, an entertainment

promotion company founded by

“American Idol” creator Simon

Fuller. Her music was licensed to

Jive Records.

Iraheta, of Downey, has already

recorded two songs for the album

as she prepares for a nationwide

tour this summer. Between tour

dates she will be flown back to Los

Angeles to record more music,

family members said. 

“I think I’m still in shock that

this is happening – getting to

record my first album and this

whole awesome experience is a

dream come true,” Iraheta said.

Fuller, who also serves as a

judge on “Idol,” called Iraheta “an

incredible young singer.”

“She is without a doubt one of

the best teenage singers ‘American

Idol’ has ever discovered,” he said.

Iraheta signs deal with Jive Records
BY ERIC PIERCE, 

CITY EDITOR

“We all watched Allison grow in

confidence and stature as she per-

formed each week on the show and

we can only imagine how far this

special girl can continue to blos-

som in the years ahead.”

At age 16, Iraheta was the

youngest contestant ever to

advance to the top 12 on ‘Idol.’

Now 17, she made it to the final 4

before she was eliminated.

“Allison was an absolute stand-

out this season,” said Barry Weiss,

chairman and CEO of RCA/Jive

Label Group. “Her bluesy, power-

ful voice, spunky attitude, and

edgy star power immediately capti-

vated us and it didn’t matter where

she ranked on ‘Idol,’ we knew we

wanted her to join our amazing

crop of young talent at Jive.”

The summer tour of “American

Idols Live” begins July 5 in

Portland. The tour will visit 50

cities nationwide, including stops

at the Staples Center in Los

Angeles (July 16) and Ontario

(July 17).

The tour wraps up Sept. 15 in

Manchester, N.H.

Downey resident Allison Iraheta returned home two weeks ago to
help kick-off the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life at Downey
Adult School. She recently signed with Jive Records. Photo by Eric Pierce

� City dips into reserves to cover $2 million shortfall.
No layoffs or furloughs planned.

BY HENRY VENERACION, 

STAFF WRITER

the Downey Sister Cities

Association’s interface with coun-

terpart cities in Guadalajara, Costa

Rica, and Ensenada. 

The net impact of all the

changes, according to the city man-

ager’s office, is a decrease of

$207,000 to the general fund

deficit with the provision that the

“budget may be amended via

Council action at future City

Council meetings.”

All this while a “massive $20

billion state budget deficit” carries

the likelihood that the state will

borrow $1.8 million in gas tax

monies and perhaps $2 million in

property taxes from the city. But,

like Mayor Mario Guerra said,

“Not to worry. We have been

blessed…we can draw from our

large reserve fund to make sure we

keep our services that our citizens

demand and expect.” 

The vote was 4-1 with

Councilwoman Anne Bayer voting

Julie Foudy, a longtime captain and 18-year veteran of the U.S.
Women’s National Soccer Team and now an analyst for ESPN, set out
to conduct interviews with kids recently to capture their reactions to
Manny Ramirez’s drug suspension from baseball. Foudy interviewed
Downey resident and Gallatin Elementary student David Beltran at
Thompson Park. During the interview Beltran explained his goal of
becoming a professional baseball player and outlined the six pillars of
character that are taught in all schools throughout Downey. The
interview will air on ESPN on July 5.

DOWNEY – A shooting that

was “most likely gang-related” left

one teenager in critical condition at

a local hospital on June 19. 

Police were dispatched to

Washburn Road and Bellflower

Boulevard at about 1:44 p.m.

where they found a 17-year-old

male lying on the sidewalk with

two gunshot wounds. 

Witnesses told police the victim

was fighting a man before he was

shot. The suspect fled on foot east-

bound on Washburn before disap-

pearing, according to a Downey

Police Department statement.

Police requested a scent canine

from the Los Angeles County

Sheriff’s Department, which traced

Shooting may have

been gang-related
the escape route to the 9100 block

of Margaret Street. That is where

Downey police arrested Bryan

Labato, 18.

“Based on the conversation

between the victim and suspect

prior to the shooting, it appears this

incident was most likely gang-

related,” the statement said.

The victim was transported to a

local hospital where he was listed

in critical condition after surgery.

Anyone with information on

the shooting is asked to call

Detective Gatfield at (562) 904-

2391 or Detective Kurtz at (562)

904-2305.

The Lost Street: A Short Story
BY ANITA LUTT, 

WRITERS’ WORKSHOP WEST

a little. There is a kind of super

hangar at Lakewood Boulevard

and Clark. It is famous, though

many people do not realize it.

Many years ago, it was used by

Howard Hughes, building air-

planes there and later it served as a

movie studio. Then we’ll have

lunch,” my itinerary called for. I

suggested sushi at the Japanese

restaurant Sambi’s, but it was a

wrong choice. She rather would

like to see the place before com-

mitting to it, she replied over the

phone. 

“The best, I would recommend,

is the beautiful Hotel Embassy

Suites. A stroll around the ground

among exotic plants and a water

fountain will put you in a good

mood for sure,” I tried to influence

her to have an enjoyable day. That

appeared to be the best option and

she insisted that the lunch would be

her treat. 

Hugs, kisses several times over,

and two middle-aged women were

ready to spend a few hours togeth-

er. Helen came down from a small

town north of Los Angeles and

after a short while talking at my

place, we left. She did not reveal

her troubles, though I was con-

vinced that she saw in some way

difficulties, perhaps marriage, or

with her son, or whatever it was. 

She did not speak, only looked

down when I gently tried to

inquire. I decided not to ask more.

“When we come to Lakewood

Boulevard turn right,” I gave her

directions, “and stay then in the left

lane, because we soon have to

make a left turn on Clark.” We both

were looking at street signs to turn

left, but missed. Close to the Best

Buy Shopping Center - as I call it -

I got a little confused regarding

where Clark was located. I thought

it would be close to Lakewood

Boulevard and Firestone, the next

street after Bellflower. But…

“Let’s go a little further on,

Clark must be there,” I hoped but

in vain. At the next major street

with traffic lights I ordered her to

See STORY, page 12

H
ow pleasant it is to look

back on your time in

school and still be in

contact with your

friends from long ago. Therefore I

was happy to receive a call from a

girlfriend. Happy to hear from her,

but somehow I got the distinct feel-

ing that not all was right with her

from the tone of her voice. 

“Yes, I’m fine, everything is

alright,” she tried to convince me

when I asked. “But I need a change

of scenery.” Her voice appeared to

me kind of stressed even sad. 

“You are welcome here, you

can stay over night in my guest

room,” I tried to render comfort

and care for the night or several, if

she wanted…or more so…if she

needed. We agreed that she would

visit me, but just for a day, she had

to return fast. We both were excit-

ed to see each other again after

many months.

“I’ll show you around Downey

DOWNEY – As anticipated,

after making relatively minor

changes as a result of the June 2

budget study session, the City

Council Tuesday approved a budg-

et of $138 million for FY2009-10,

with police and fire still getting the

lion’s share (70 percent) of the gen-

eral fund.

The changes include a shift of

overtime funds ($35,000) to the

School Resource Officer program

from within the police department,

a minuscule added funding for leg-

islative purposes, and provisions

for temporary personnel at both

Independence and Apollo parks,

offset by decreases in police’s field

operations overtime hours as well

as fire suppression’s, and commu-

nity development excursions

reduction. 

Added to the budget at the last

minute was $3,000 in support of See COUNCIL, page 4



 
 
 
 

DOWNEY – There’s an adage

that states, “If you want something

done, ask a busy person.” That was

certainly the case with Elise and

Brian Saylors, who recently agreed

to serve as co-chairs of Downey

Regional Medical Center’s 34th

annual Charter Ball.

They’re the parents of four

children, ranging in age from 6 to

16. They are both busy and dedi-

cated professionals – Brian is a cer-

tified public accountant and man-

aging partner of Strayer Saylors &

Associates, an accounting firm

with offices in Downey and

Anaheim; Elise is a registered

nurse and director of quality man-

agement at Downey Regional. 

Brian is currently serving as

president of Downey Rotary while

Elise is furthering her nursing edu-

cation at Cal State Dominguez

Hills. 

Born and raised in La Mirada,

Brian served as a missionary in Sao

Paolo, Brazil (through the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints) after graduating from La

Mirada High School. During his

time in Brazil, he became profi-

cient in Portuguese and later

picked up Spanish while enrolled

at Cal State Long Beach. He is

trilingual to this day.

Brian and Elise met in 1987

and married a year later. They

moved to Downey that year, with

Brian initially working as a deten-

tion service officer at Los Padrinos

Saylors named co-chairs of 
hospital’s Charter Ball

Juvenile Hall. After earning a B.S.

in Accounting, he joined the Long

Beach office of Deloitte & Touche,

later holding senior accounting

positions with Bowers Ambulance

Service and PacifiCare Health

Systems.

In 2000, Brian decided to open

his own accounting practice in

Downey, later merging with

Strayer and Associates. Brian also

lends his accounting expertise as a

member of the Supervisory

Committee at Downey Federal

Credit Union.

Elise was born in Montana and

raised in Southern California.

Before meeting Brian, she had

attended Brigham Young

University. After they were mar-

ried, she completed her nursing

education at Cerritos College.

She has worked as a registered

nurse at Downey Regional since

1990, serving in her current posi-

tion since 1997.

Brian and Elise have four chil-

dren, Ethan (16), Candice (14),

Spencer (11) and Mason (6), who

were all born at Downey Regional.

The family recently moved to

Yorba Linda.

“I want to ensure a good future

for my children,” explained Brian.

“This is my main motivation. And,

since I’ve been blessed, I also want

to give back to the community.

This is one of the reasons why we

agreed to co-chair the Charter

Ball.”

“With the change in the econo-

my there are more people losing

their jobs and their insurance; it is

even more critical to raise money

for the hospital,” commented Elise.

“That’s another reason we agreed

to co-chair this year’s Charter Ball

– to help keep the hospital in top

condition for the community we

serve.”

Downey Regional Medical

Center’s 34th annual Charter Ball

will be held Oct. 3 at Disney’s

Grand Californian Hotel. For more

information, call (562) 904-5055.

DOWNEY – Warren High

School has been named a finalist in

a statewide competition promoting

fitness among teenagers.

Finalists were selected from

among 1,000 participating schools

based on the number of students

who completed the challenge of

being active 30-60 minutes per day,

three days a week, for a month.

Warren had 2,040 students

complete the challenge this year,

more than any other school in the

Warren High is finalist for fitness prize
state.

Warren is now a finalist for one

of the competition’s three grand

prizes: brand new fitness centers

valued at $100,000. The school is

also up for a regional award that

comes with a $5,000 prize for new

workout equipment.

“I want to congratulate every-

one at Warren High for stepping up

to make fitness a priority. Whether

your school wins one of our top

prizes or not, you’re already a

champion for fitness in my book,”

said Jake Steinfeld, chairman of the

Governor’s Council on Physical

Fitness and Sports, which organiz-

es the annual event. “I want to

especially thank Principal John

Harris and Governor’s Challenge

Coordinator Christopher Flores for

their leadership. They are part of a

growing movement of educational

leaders who recognize that healthy

and active bodies lead to healthy

and active minds, and I couldn’t be

prouder than to have them on our

team.”

Over the next couple of months

the Governor’s Council will review

how each of the finalists supported

physical activity and good nutrition

on their campus in order to deter-

mine winners. 

Grand prize and regional award

winners will be announced in

September at a ceremony at the

state capitol. 

Residents honored with award
DOWNEY – Margarita and Jerry Rogers were presented with the

Mayor’s Diakonia Award at the June 9 City Council meeting.

Mayor Mario Guerra recognized both residents for their community

involvement and for being active members of Unity in the Community, a

grassroots organization that works to ensure safety in the Treasure Island

neighborhood.

The Mayor’s Diakonia Award is presented each month to residents

who give back to the community. Diakonia means “servant” in Greek.

To nominate a resident, call the City Council office at (562) 904-7274.

Jerry and Margarita Rogers, both active with Unity in the
Community, were recipients of the Mayor’s Diakonia Award, pre-
sented at the June 9 City Council meeting. Photo by Eric Pierce

Casino bus trip July 6
DOWNEY – Seats are still available for a bus trip to the Pechanga

Resort & Casino on July 6.

Money raised by the trip will support the Woman’s Club of Downey’s

scholarship fund.

The bus will leave the Woman’s Club at 8 a.m. and return by 6 p.m.

Cost is $6 for Woman’s Club members, $11 for non-members, and

includes a $5 voucher for casino play.

Guests must be at least 21 years old. Bingo will be played on the bus.

For reservations, call Jeanine Keys at (562) 923-6620 or Doris

Patterson at (562) 869-0377.

Car show at DHS Sunday
DOWNEY – The Downey Police and Fire Foundation is hosting a car

and motorcycle show Sunday in the Downey High School parking lot and

the community is invited.

The show will include music, food booths, a bounce house, raffles and

face-painting for kids. Admission is free.

Cost to enter a car into the show is $20. Motorcycles are $10. 

For more information, e-mail Kevin Kendall at

kkendall@downeyca.org.

Senior Follies this weekend
DOWNEY – Tickets are now on sale for the sixth annual Downey

Senior Follies scheduled for June 26-28 at the Barbara J. Riley

Community and Senior Center. 

A total of 25 performers will display their dancing, singing and

comedic talents. Tickets are $5 per person.

Shows will be presented June 26 at 6 p.m., and June 27 and 28 at 3

p.m.



Students qualify for court exam
DOWNEY – Downey Adult School students Karen Austria, Christina

Cornelius, Kristin Cyphers and Jesse Pickelsimer have qualified to take

the California Shorthand Reporters Examination, a two-day test equiva-

lent to the bar exam.

The examination will be administered today in Los Angeles.

The students will be tested on academic subjects on one day and

machine dictation the next. The exam is offered three times a year.

Students also must pass speed tests that include a 200-word-per-minute

qualifier test with four live readers. All speed tests must be passed with

97.5 percent accuracy.

To qualify for the test, students must have completed 660 hours of aca-

demic training in English, legal studies, medical terminology, court proce-

dures, California codes, and computers.

Curious George invited Luz Cota and her sons, Carlos, 4, and Erick, 7
months, to “Get Creative @ Your Library” on Monday, kick-off day
for the children’s summer reading program. More than 1,000 children
registered during the first three days of the Downey City Library’s
free reading program, which runs through Aug. 1. For more informa-
tion, call (562) 904-7360, ext. 4.

DOWNEY – County officials are seeking a 10-year extension for seis-

mic retrofits at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center. 

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors authorized a state

application last week that, if approved, would push the deadline for seis-

mic retrofit compliance to Jan. 1, 2020. 

The current deadline is Jan. 1, 2013.

Retrofitting Rancho would put the hospital in compliance with state

law and ensure that it “remain in service beyond 2030,” County CEO

William Fujioka wrote in a report. 

The county plans to consolidate inpatient operations at the Jacqueline

Perry Institute with support services in an adjacent building. New outpa-

tient buildings will be built, and the existing Harriman building will be

renovated for administrative support functions, Fujioka wrote. 

Officials expect construction and renovations at Rancho to be com-

plete by the end of 2014. -Eric Pierce, City Editor

Rancho needs more

time for retrofitsDOWNEY – Bernice Stumps

and Sharon Lavery received com-

mendations recently from the

Downey Symphony Guild and the

Symphonic Society for their contri-

butions to the continuing success

of the orchestra, now in its 51st

season.

Stumps, a Symphony Guild

member, was recognized with

appreciation for her skill behind

the camera and enthusiastic cover-

age in photographing the Guild’s

many fundraising events and pro-

viding publicity pictures of the

orchestra’s concerts and Music in

the Schools programs.

In December 2007, following a

Stumps, Lavery

shown appreciation

Bernice Stumps, left, and Sharon Lavery were recognized for their
contributions to the Downey Symphony Orchestra, which is now in
its 51st year. 

BY JOYCE SHERWIN, 

DOWNEY SYMPHONY

rigorous selection process, Lavery

was designated as the Downey

Symphony’s music director/con-

ductor, and she has continued to

win high praise from her orchestra

members, her concert audiences,

and the third- and fifth-grade chil-

dren who hear special performanc-

es under her baton. The Symphony

Board values her warmth and good

ideas, her hard work in generating

funds, her availability, and willing-

ness to serve in all areas of the

Symphony’s endeavors.

These citations were presented

at the Coordinating Council’s 55th

annual Community Services

Awards Banquet on May 14, which

recognized many community vol-

unteers throughout Downey.

Karen Austria, Jesse Pickelsimer, Christina Cornelius and Kristin
Cyphers, all students at Downey Adult School, have qualified for the
state’s shorthand reporters exam.

Classes of ’79-80 reuniting
DOWNEY – Warren High School’s classes of 1979 and 1980 will cel-

ebrate a 30-year reunion July 11 at the Queen Mary in Long Beach.

The two classes will also host a golf tournament July 10 at the Rio

Hondo Golf Club at 10 a.m. No reservations are needed to participate.

For more information on the reunion, visit www.greatrunions.com.

Bags of clothing only $1
DOWNEY – A yard sale to benefit Arc of Southeast Los Angeles

County and the Aktion Club of Downey Kiwanis will be held tomorrow

from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Arc’s campus, 9501 Washburn Rd.

A similar sale was held last week. 

Furniture, household items, computers and more will be available.

Bags of clothing will be sold for only $1.

Volunteers for the sale are needed. For more information, call Janet or

Maria of Century 21 My Real Estate at (562) 927-2626.

E-waste roundup in Downey
DOWNEY – Residents can dispose of their hazardous and electronic

waste at a roundup Aug. 29 at the Los Angeles County Office of Education

in Downey.

Residents can bring up to 15 gallons or 125 pounds of household haz-

ardous waste per vehicle to the roundup. 

Household hazardous waste includes unused pharmaceuticals,

antifreeze, car batteries, used motor oil, paint, pesticides, syringes, nee-

dles, fluorescent light bulbs, and more. 

Electronic waste can include TVs and monitors, VCRs, stereos and cell

phones.

The roundup will be held 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Los Angeles County

Office of Education is at 9300 Imperial Hwy, between Clark Avenue and

Bellflower Boulevard.



against the budget.

In other action, the Council: 

•After a public hearing adopted

a resolution confirming the 2009-

10 fiscal year Lighting and

Landscaping Assessment District

121, which will allow the city to

levy and collect lighting and land-

scaping assessments according to

a schedule structured around seven

district zones; in this connection,

Councilmember David Gafin

asked staff to look into the “con-

tinued deficits” incurred by

District L; 

•After a public hearing adopted

a resolution establishing a uniform

schedule of fees for about 629 fee-

based services provided by the

city’s departments including plan-

ning (site plan review, etc.), recre-

ation, library, public works, etc.;    

•Approved the agreement with

Edington, Peel & Associates, Inc.

for consultant services in the

amount of $50,000 (to continue

lobbying efforts in Washington,

D.C. especially on behalf of the

Columbia Memorial Space Center

as well as other projects of benefit

to the city); 

•Approved the agreement with

Carpi Clay & Smith for consultant

services in the amount of $35,000

to continue representing the city’s

interests especially with regard to

EDA matters (funds for street

widening, homeland security

measures, etc.;

•Approved the First

Amendment to the

Telecommunications Network

Streetlight License and

Encroachment Agreement execut-

ed with NextG Networks of

California, Inc. for the installation

and operation of telecommunica-

tions equipment upon the city right

Continued from page 1

Council: Next meeting this Monday with
Planning Commission.

of way; this amendment, notes the

city manager’s office, allows

NextG to expand their network in

the city and work with

Engineering on appropriate loca-

tions for their equipment, whose

basic system is an 18-inch high

antenna located on top of street

light poles (NextG markets this

system to telephone companies

such as AT&T and Verizon so that

these companies can augment their

wireless coverage without the

need to construct cell towers);    

•Approved the amended agree-

ment with All City Management

Services, Inc. for crossing guard

services, extending their services

for one year, including providing

staffing for 17 designated loca-

tions within the city; the city and

the school district agree that this

arrangement meets current cross-

ing guard requirements;

•Approved a new agreement

with Titan Transportation, Inc.

while renewing the city’s agree-

ments with United Towing

Service, Inc. and Doug’s Tug to

provide vehicle towing and stor-

age services for a one-year period;

there is no financial impact on the

city, as the service pays for itself;  

•Approved the submittal of a

grant request, via the city of Los

Angeles, for the Edward Byrne

Memorial Justice Assistance Grant

Program FY2009 Local

Solicitation; the grant funds are

generally used for officers work-

ing the Neighborhood

Preservation Program as well as

for community education pro-

grams and special overtime pro-

grams aimed at crime suppression

and prevention, such as street rob-

beries, auto theft, and burglary; 

•Accepted the improvements

and the maintenance responsibility

for the fourth phase of the multi-

phased Lakewood Blvd.

Improvement (LBI) Project, and

approved the final contract amount

of $2,352, 362.27, while appropri-

ating $78,379.17 in gas tax funds

for the purpose; the city manager’s

office reports that the street

improvements have significantly

decreased congestion and

improved orderly traffic flow

along the worked-on section of the

Lakewood Boulevard corridor, as

well as improving traffic flow

(while at the same time enhancing

pedestrian and traffic safety)

through the intersection of

Lakewood and Imperial Highway; 

•Adopted a resolution approv-

ing an agreement and election to

pre-fund Other Post Employment

Benefits (OPEB), i.e., health care

benefits (medical and dental) and

life insurance to retirees, through

the California Public Employees

Retirement System (CALPERS);

and authorized the city manager to

perform any and other actions

required by CALPERS in conjunc-

tion with its agreement with the

California Employer’s Retiree

Benefit Trust Program (CERBT);  

•Adopted a resolution approv-

ing an estimated annual budget

appropriations limit for the city for

FY2009-10 of $47,327,940; which

basically means that certain

aspects of the budget cannot

exceed this amount;

•Adopted a resolution approv-

ing the final subdivision map of

Parcel Map No. 63281 (11819

Vultee Ave.), approving an agree-

ment with the subdivider calling

for it and the city to perform cer-

tain improvements within the sub-

division, and accepting a subdivi-

sion improvement cash deposit as

surety;

•Introduced an ordinance

amending Section 3186 of the

Downey Municipal Code reaffirm-

ing the speed limit(s) for the city’s

entire portion of Imperial

Highway of 40 mph; 

•Adopted an ordinance amend-

ing Section 4118 of Chapter I,

Article IV, of the Downey

Municipal Code, regarding sign

regulations on public property; the

new ordinance imposes fines for

the indicated code violations in

accordance with the recently

adopted administrative citation

process, thus putting teeth into the

city’s  sign regulations prohibiting

placing any sign (including  a

political sign) on or over public

property or the public right-of-way

(ROW); the areas in question

include roadways, curbs, park-

ways, sidewalks, lamp posts,

hydrants, electric-light poles,

street signs, trees, etc., etc.; and

•Issued certificates of recogni-

tion to the recent winners of the

golf contests between Rancho Los

Amigos and Rio Hondo Golf

Clubs pros and champions; indica-

tions are that such contests will

evolve into an annual affair, and

involve other parties; in this con-

nection, an ecstatic Guerra was

presented with his official certifi-

cate for recently making a hole-in-

one, even as he acknowledged

Susan Domen, deputy city clerk

and concurrently president of the

Downey Rose Float Association,

for her recently earning the desig-

nation of Certified Municipal

Clerk, awarded to those who “pos-

sess pertinent experience and

attend extensive education pro-

grams.”         

The next City Council meeting

will be in conjunction with the

Planning Commission starting at 6

p.m. on Monday, June 29 at the

Downey City Library.



Letters to the Editor:

Low-income won’t do it
Dear Editor:

Our mayor says, “Our city bought the [Avenue Theatre and Verizon

property] with housing money so some form of housing must be there by

law” (“Thoughts from the Mayor,” 6/19/09). 

Why did the city intentionally buy the Verizon property and Avenue

Theatre to replace them with low-income housing? Is Downtown Downey

zoned for low-income housing?

Our mayor also writes, ‘Our city is finally trying to improve and

upgrade our downtown…” Low-income housing won’t do it. Why didn’t

our mayor allow the Verizon property and Avenue Theatre to be bought by

businesses?

— El Bee,

Downey

Grammar writings
Dear Editor:

With his “We Have Only Ourselves to Blame,” (The Downey Patriot,

6/19/09) Henry Veneracion brings back memories of our late John Adams

who enjoyed such observations/discussion.

The item prompted me to meet with Henry for lunch to discuss the

item. We would meet for lunch. I asked that he reserve a table for both of

us, if he arrived at the restaurant before me, and I would do so if I arrived

before him. I also asked him to punctuate the following sentence as his

share of the lunch bill: The Director said the Chairman is a jackass. (He

was free to substitute other titles for Chairman and/or Director.)

I generally congratulate Henry for the use of correct grammar in his

writings. I rarely find that his grammar could be better or worse. It has

never been the best since there is not better, but neither has it been worst

since it could not be worse.

I will let Henry report on how our lunch goes! Does lunch move?

— Harold Tseklenis,

Downey

Editor’s note: The following is Henry’s response:

Our lunch went well. Harold caught me off guard, though, with his lit-

tle punctuation test: I failed to see that the jackass was actually the

‘Director’, if you were to put commas after ‘Director’ and ‘Chairman’, as

in “The Director, said the Chairman, is a jackass.” Harold was testing my

imaginative powers, which the soup at that moment rendered inoperative.

He brought up two other items: one, he objected to my use of good and

bad to qualify grammar; he prefers correct grammar. I agree: in retrospect,

correct and incorrect are the more precise adjectives, although I have it on

good authority that there’s nothing basically wrong with good and bad. I

don’t want to belabor this, though, as we might get bogged down in (time-

consuming) semantics.

Harold and I have had many friendly and interesting discussions over

time, and it is in this spirit that I dare answer his question, ‘Does lunch

move?’ after putting me on the spot by ‘letting me report on how our lunch

goes’ (went). I can appreciate how he posed his question thus, but idiom

makes the phrase ‘how our lunch goes’ right, leaving his question out in

left field. 

Besides, I didn’t say my grammar was perfect 100 percent of the time.

I try. But I goof, like everybody else. 

Burger place closes
Dear Editor:

Eddie’s Burgers, 7380 Stewart & Gray Rd., has gone out of business.

This is very unfortunate as anyone who had had their meals would have

found that their chili dogs and Philly cheese steak equaled or surpassed the

better known major fast food businesses.

We find ways to blow $50,000 on a fireworks display – instead of ban-

ning them – but we can’t find ways to save Downey’s own small business-

es.

— Frank O’Brien,

Downey

Downtown parking idea
Dear Editor:

I think the one thing that makes Downey unique is the “old-town feel.” 

Who knows Downey better than its own public servants? And that

would certainly include our own Planning Department. I may be mistaken

but I think you could put our entire downtown inside the Downey

Landing’s parking lot!

The one thing I’m most concerned about is traffic. If I need to go

downtown for anything I know I can park my car. I can get in and out in

a timely fashion and I especially appreciate that. Most other cities I fre-

quent on a regular basis have one-way streets and parking is a premium

and only on a meter, or parking garage with a fee.  The residential areas

are permit parking only.

These areas are strictly enforced with stiff fines for violators. Irvine is

such a city and prestigious in its stature with many gated communities.

Palm Springs, anyone?

Perhaps we should relax our hiring freeze and entertain the idea of hir-

ing some experienced person in this area of planning for our own Planning

Department, which could serve our fair city in the future. Thus we kill two

birds with one stone, and keep our tax dollars in our own county.

— Jay Wells,

Downey

A place for children
Dear Editor:

It is understandable that in order to create housing above the first story,

comes almost the entire demolition of the Avenue Theatre. It is possible,

however, to preserve the façade and develop a theatre that can serve our

community in ways that can reward and satisfy.    

What I have envisioned is a performance hall. Past children in Downey

grew up and belonged to the Children’s Theater. The arts are beneficial for

young people. Why couldn’t there be a dinner theater, or a place for young

people to perform? I have been a dance choreographer for Gallatin

Elementary and Griffiths Middle School for six years now, and I hope to

give them a place to shine for audiences in the upcoming years. 

It doesn’t stop at dancing either. There needs to be a place where peo-

ple can get their bands together and perform Friday and Saturday nights.

Some days should be dedicated to karaoke nights for the young and young

at heart. Indie movies could also be shown, and films of all different sorts

can be available for the many diverse people throughout the community. 

Comedy and improvisation groups also need to have a place to per-

form. The Chameleon Comedy improvises for the community and many

different audiences and only made $48 profit because of the costs of rent-

ing out the Downey Theatre. 

There should also be halls where the art and literature pieces of

Downey residents are on display for many viewers visiting the Avenue.

We can also throw in children’s plays, drama plays, and give people a

chance to learn about the arts as well. On top of that, there is also the

option to rent out the place for parties, anniversaries, baby showers, and

the list goes on.      

We have been told that the city bought this building in order to save it.

Please do save it and reshape it so that it continues to shape our city as it

has done for the last 80 years. Winston Churchill once said, “We shape our

buildings, and then our buildings shape us.” I believe the same is true for

our communities. 

— Briana Koeppe,

Downey

A dump
Dear Editor:

Let’s get realistic. The Avenue Theatre was a dump in its final years.

The seats were filthy, the carpet torn, and people would only go there to

make-out in the back row (or possibly worse). Those are the reasons

movies were so cheap there. 

I can count on one hand what we need in Downey: a classy white-cloth

restaurant, a Trader Joe’s, a new car dealership, and a book store.

Children need a place too, but it shouldn’t be at the Avenue. I propose

the Downey Museum of Art.

— Frank Perez,

Downey

Buyers have 8K reasons
to become homeowners

Contributed by the Downey Association of Realtors

T
he federal government gave many potential home buyers incen-

tive to become homeowners earlier this year with an $8,000 tax

credit for qualified home purchases through November 30, 2009.

Now the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) has sweetened

the deal. Instead of waiting to file their taxes to receive that $8,000 cred-

it, qualifying buyers who use FHA loans can access the funds immediate-

ly through short-term bridge loans. 

Under the FHA program, buyers can add the amount of their tax cred-

it to their 3.5 percent down payment, which is required for FHA-insured

mortgages; use the money to help cover closing costs; or buy down their

interest rate. According to Anthony Mendez, 2009 President of the

Downey Association of Realtors, this new measure should meaningfully

impact home sales and values.

“Realtors have advocated monetizing the $8,000 tax credit and are

excited about FHA’s actions,” said Anthony Mendez, president of the

Downey Association of Realtors. “This program will increase housing

demand, help reduce inventory and allow more families to achieve the

dream of homeownership.”

The credit is available to first-time buyers and people who have not

owned a home in the past three years, with certain income limitations. If

the buyer is married, their spouse must also meet those requirements. Only

certain people who purchase a primary residence – including single-fami-

ly homes, condos, townhouses, and co-ops – qualify. 

Single buyers who earn up to $75,000 and married couples who earn

as much as $150,000 may receive the maximum tax credit. The credit

decreases for single buyers earning between $75,000 and $95,000 and

between $150,000 and $170,000 for home buyers filing jointly. 

“A buyer’s first step should be to contact a Realtor who can help them

determine if they qualify for the tax credit under IRS guidelines and assist

them through the purchase process,” Mendez said. 

The buyer must occupy the home for at least three years to realize the

full benefit of the tax credit. If the property is sold during the three-year

period, the entire credit must be repaid upon sale.

Mendez believes early summer will be a critical indicator of how home

buyers are responding to the tax credit. 

“The home buying process takes time, and as word continues to spread

about the credit, more buyers will likely take advantage of the tremendous

opportunities in today’s market and decide to become homeowners,” he

said. 

For more information about the $8,000 home buyer tax credit, visit

www.realtor.org/taxcreditbasics.

Letters to the editor may be submitted by writing to The Downey Patriot,
8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240 or by e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com. Letters may be edited for style and/or con-
tent. Letters must include a full name and address for verification.

Cigarette tax won’t
save California

Contributed by Americans for Tax Reform

T
his week, the California Senate Committee on Revenue and

Taxation will consider Senate Bill 600, legislation that would

increase the state’s excise tax on each pack of cigarettes by $1.50. 

Americans for Tax Reform (ATR) opposes the proposed cigarette tax

hike. Cigarette tax increases rarely meet revenue projections and are a

recipe for broader future tax increases. 

ATR, a non-profit taxpayer advocacy group, has released the follow-

ing points of contention regarding SB 600:

If SB 600 is enacted - 

• The state cigarette excise tax will rise by $1.50 per pack – a whopping

185% increase.

• Another $1.2 billion will be confiscated from Californians’ pockets

during a recession and after the legislature already enacted the largest tax

increase in state history earlier this year.

• The effect of SB 600 would be felt predominantly by those least able

to afford it. On average, smokers, whose median income is a little more

than $36,000, make about 30 percent less than non-smokers. 

• Some rural California counties have a median income of less than

$10,000 – pack a day smokers in these counties would see 16.5% of their

yearly income go to state and federal taxes.

• President Obama has already burdened smokers with a 156% hike in

the federal excise tax on cigarettes. Piling more taxes on top of this is ill

advised and adds insult to injury.

• The statewide average price per pack would rise from $5.38 to $7.28,

providing significant incentive for consumers to look for cheaper ciga-

rettes in bordering states, online, and through the sophisticated black mar-

ket operations that already exist.

“Tobacco taxes will do nothing to rectify the state’s fiscal crisis,” said

Grover Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform. “There is ample

evidence that taxes on tobacco products are a declining source of revenue.

Many states have tried – and failed – to reach revenue goals through tobac-

co tax hikes.”

When New Jersey raised the cigarette tax 17.5 cents in 2007, state leg-

islators projected an additional $30 million in revenue. Rather than meet-

ing their target, the Garden State experienced a $22 million decline in total

tobacco tax revenue. 

“Sacramento can learn something from Trenton – that raising taxes on

a declining revenue source like tobacco to fund new spending – or to fund

a depleted general fund – is a recipe for other tax increases in years to

come,” added Norquist. “As tax revenues decline and new spending com-

mitments mount, legislators will be forced to seek additional revenue

through further increases. When combined with the new federal excise tax

on cigarettes, the revenue from an increased state tobacco tax will decline

even more rapidly than projected. California should carefully weigh

spending priorities and fund them through existing revenue and

resources.” 

County launches anti-

smoking campaign
LOS ANGELES – County health officials this week launched a stop-

smoking campaign that will involve the largest free distribution of nico-

tine patches and nicotine gum ever in California.

The 30,000 two-week starter kits, funded from the County’s allotment

from a settlement of a lawsuit against the tobacco industry and contribu-

tions from the L.A. Care Health Plan, will be distributed at 47 participat-

ing Ralphs grocery store pharmacies while supplies last. 

Smoking is the leading case of preventable deaths in the United States

and costs the nation about $4.3 billion due to related diseases and death

each year, officials said.

“The prevalence of this particular problem is highest in the African-

American and Asian/Pacific Islanders,” said Supervisor Mark Ridley-

Thomas, who joined Dr. Jonathan Fielding, the county’s health officer, at

a Ralph’s store near Staples Center to launch the campaign. 

Ridley-Thomas said “remarkable strides” have been made in reducing

smoking in the County through the efforts of public cessation programs

“but we also know that there is still a whole lot more work to be done that

will require more innovation.”

County residents 18 years of age and older are eligible to receive the

anti-smoking kits. Participants will be screened for eligibility to ensure

that the nicotine replacement therapy will not conflict with any pre-exist-

ing conditions. 

They will also be required to participate in a follow-up survey.

Employment conference for vets
LONG BEACH – Veterans and their spouses are invited to a career

building and training conference Tuesday at Cal State Long Beach, where

they can receive guidance in their search for employment.

Several workshops will be offered, including “Networking to Your

Dream Job,” “Power Up Your Image” and “How to Clean Up Your

Criminal Record.”

The conference is from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and includes a barbecue

lunch. For more information, call Marjean Clements at (800) 481-6555,

ext. 1252. The conference is offered by the Southeast Los Angeles County

Workforce Investment Board.



SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

On This Day...
June 26, 1870: Christmas is declared a federal holiday in the United States.

1917: U.S. troops arrive in France to fight in World War I.

1960: Madagascar achieved independence from France. 

1993: The U.S. launches a missile attack at Baghdad intelligence headquarters after a failed assassination

attempt against President H.W. Bush.

2008: The U.S. Supreme Court decides that the ban on handguns in the District of Columbia is unconstitution-

al.

Birthdays: NBA player Deran Williams (25), actress Jennette McCurdy (17), and actor Chris O’Donnell(39).
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Paging Dr. Frischer...
By Dr. Alan Frischer

S
o you’re thinking about

getting a pet! You’ve

already considered the

downsides: the price of the

animal, its food and medical care,

the possible allergic reactions that

someone in the home may suffer,

wear and tear on the house, and the

emotional cost of one day losing

your beloved friend. However,

have you considered all of the

potential advantages?

Pets are great companions, but

what about actual health benefits?

Quite a bit has been written and

scientifically studied on this sub-

ject. Many studies have shown that

while we are taking care of our

pets, they are also taking care of us.

Sixty-three percent of households

in the U.S. have a pet, making them

more common in our homes than

children. There are more than 74

million dogs, 91 million cats, 60

million birds, and 75 million small

reptiles and mammals. Some feel

that the recent increase in pet own-

ership is caused by society’s unful-

filled need for intimacy, nurturance

and contact with nature.

Research over the past 25 years

has consistently shown that living

with pets is good for our health.

How this happens, exactly, is sub-

ject to speculation. It is well docu-

mented that pets lead to a reduction

in stress, and they usually lead to

an increase in physical activity.

Here are some of the scientific

findings of the health status of pet

owners vs. non-pet owners:

•Decreased risk factors for car-

diovascular disease, particularly

lower blood pressure, cholesterol

and triglycerides (male pet owners

in particular have a lower risk of

developing heart attacks)

•Increased survival time fol-

lowing a heart attack

•Lower anxiety levels, and all

the associated health benefits 

•Enhanced levels of dopamine

and endorphins, associated with

happiness and well-being, and

decreased levels of cortisol, known

as “the stress hormone”

• Fewer doctor visits per year,

especially for minor health prob-

lems

In bereaved elderly subjects

with few social contacts, pet own-

ership and a strong attachment to

them is associated with less depres-

sion. Recently widowed women

who own pets experience signifi-

cantly fewer symptoms of physical

as well as psychological disease,

and report lower medication use

than widows who do not own pets.

It is clear that walking a dog or just

caring for a pet - for those who are

able - can provide exercise and

companionship. 

Alzheimer’s disease patients,

specifically, have been the subjects

of numerous studies. Alzheimer’s

patients living at home with pets

have fewer mood disorders and

fewer episodes of aggression and

anxiety than do non-pet owners.

Their caregivers feel less burdened

when there is a pet (particularly a

cat, typically requiring less care

than a dog). Those living in facili-

ties show increased calm and

improved social interactions when

they receive visits from visiting

service dogs. Studies have shown

that patients’ nutritional intake and

weight increases significantly

when fish aquariums are intro-

duced into their dining areas.

Family ownership of a pet has

been linked with higher self-

esteem in young children, as well

as with a child’s greater develop-

ment in areas such as cognition,

love, attachment, and comfort.  In

addition, children with pets at

home score significantly higher on

empathy and pro-social scales than

non-pet owners.   

Contrary to popular belief,

infants living with pets are not

more likely to develop allergies,

and allergy-prone families need not

necessarily avoid pets.  Indeed, a

growing number of studies are sug-

gesting that children with pets will

actually have a lower risk of aller-

gies, eczema, and asthma.  In one

study, if a dog lived in the home,

infants were less likely to show

evidence of pet allergies - 19% vs.

33%.  They also are less likely to

have eczema, a common skin con-

dition that causes red patches and

itching.  

In addition, they have higher

levels of some immune system

chemicals - a sign of stronger

immune system activation.  The

thinking is that an infant’s early

exposure to animals and the associ-

ated dust and soil that may come

with them can help to build a

stronger immune system. 

There is new research that sug-

gests that dogs may be able to

detect certain types of cancer.

While I am not suggesting that you

replace your physician with the

family pet, it does suggest just how

empathic our pets may be. Dogs

also help people with various dis-

abilities, such as paralysis, vision

or hearing impairments.  Dogs

have been shown to detect seizures

and hypoglycemic attacks even

before the person is aware of it.

Man’s best friend may help you

make more human friends, too.

Several studies have shown that

walking with a dog leads to more

conversations and helps one to stay

socially connected. 

While some in our society take

illegal and dangerous drugs to raise

their serotonin and dopamine lev-

els, the company of their pet may

do the very same thing – give them

that boost in their neurotransmit-

ters associated with a pleasurable

and calming feeling. You might

even note that Midland Life

Insurance Company of Columbus,

Ohio, asks clients over the age of

75 whether they have a pet as part

of the medical screening.  If the

prospective client answers yes, it

may tip the scales in their favor. 

Happy pet shopping!

Dr. Alan Frischer is former chief of
staff and current chief of medicine
at Downey Regional Medical
Center. Write to him in care of this
newspaper at 8301 E. Florence
Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA
90240.

W
e live in an age of

medical miracles:

premature infants

living when born 2-

3 months early, diabetics having

healthy infants, infertile couples

giving birth, adoptive mothers

breastfeeding their newborns. 

This is the story of Jessica and

Mark Kline* battling infertility

and preterm birth. At 20 weeks

pregnant they came to the OB

Department of Downey Regional

Medical Center, complaining of

possible labor. They had been to a

fertility clinic, were successful,

and wanted to be reassured every-

thing was normal. 

An examination showed

preterm contractions, Jessica’s

cervix was beginning to open, and

the membranes were starting to

come through. Fortunately, the

membranes weren’t broken. She

was immediately given medicine

to stop the contractions and placed

on bed rest, in trendelenberg,

meaning the bed was positioned so

her feet were elevated above her

head. 

Jessica’s physician, Dr.

Kaplan, was hoping gravity would

push the membranes back inside

the uterus. When that didn’t hap-

pen, with the assistance of Dr.

Fukishima, they performed a cer-

clage. First they used a catheter to

gently push the membranes back

in place and tied the cervix shut.

This actually took several

attempts, according to Jessica,

who lay there listening to them

working to save her baby. 

Infertile couple experiences
maternity miracle

BY RITA SHERTICK, 

RN, DRMC FAMILY BIRTH CENTER

Then it was seven weeks of

bed rest in the hospital. Mark slept

at her bedside every night, alter-

nating between a floor mattress

and a cot. When the immediate

danger was over, Mark resumed

going to work but still spent his

nights at the hospital. 

Jessica had her hair sham-

pooed in bed by the nurses, and

they took her to the patio in bed

for some sunshine. She memo-

rized the TV schedule, got caught

up on some reading, and played

some video games to relieve the

boredom. Finally she was allowed

to go home, but still on partial bed

rest. At home she relearned to use

her legs and was allowed out of

bed only to shower and use the

restroom.

At 37 weeks, Dr. Kaplan

removed the cerclage and they

waited for labor. Several times

they came in experiencing false

labor and were sent home. At 39

weeks Jessica finally gave birth. 

Their healthy son is almost 3

years old. He is an active and exu-

berant toddler, with the typical

terrible two’s personality. And the

good news is that Jessica’s current

pregnancy with twins has been

uneventful. She has had a cer-

clage since 16 weeks, is home on

bed rest, and at 33 weeks all is

well.

*Names have been changed to pro-
tect patients’ privacy.



Marian Richardson

was longtime resident
DOWNEY – Marian E. Richardson, a longtime Downey resident,

passed away June 22 at the Southland Assisted Living facility in Norwalk.

Richardson had been suffering pneumonia. She was 84.

She was born in Medera in 1925. She worked as a clerk/typist at the

Kirsch Company in Brea until retiring in 1987. 

She met her husband, Robert, while they were on an Alaskan cruise.

They married in 1953. 

Robert passed away in 1991.

She is survived by her son, Robert Jr. “Brad;” daughter, Betty; and

brother, Carl.

She was preceded in death by her husband; brother, Leonard; sisters,

Myrt and Helen; and a 3-year-old son, Scott, who died in an accident in

1963.

Private services were scheduled to be held at Rose Hills Memorial

Park.

Marsha Schlittenhart

passes away
DOWNEY – Marsha Schlittenhart, a resident of Downey, passed

away June 14.

She was born in East Liverpod, Ohio on Oct. 28, 1942. She moved to

California in 1955 and to Downey in March 1983.

She is survived by her husband of 31 years, Mark Schlittenhart; son,

Brad; sister, Cynthia (Robert) Perrine; and nephew, Kevin Perrine.

Burial took place June 19 at Rose Hills Memorial Park in Whittier.

Sanders was a Marine

during World War II
DOWNEY –  Delmar “Sandy” Hugh Sanders died June 21 at the VA

hospital in Long Beach.

He was born Oct. 15, 1924 in Stockton and spent his childhood in

Lodi, Calif. He served in World War II as a Marine in the South Pacific,

and after discharge, went to school at UC Berkley.

He married Billy Marie Delaney in 1952 and together they had four

children, Laney, Kelly, Tobey and Garry, all of whom survive him.

Sanders moved to the Southeast Los Angeles area in 1956, living most-

ly in South Gate and Downey.

He is also survived by three grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Funeral services and burial took place yesterday at Rose Hills

Memorial Park.

DOWNEY – Downey resident

Jared Thomas passed away at

Arkansas Childrens Hospital on

June 10. Thomas, 17, had been

involved in a motor vehicle acci-

dent in Beebem Ark. on the

evening of May 4. 

Warren student killed in traffic collision
BY SCOTT COBOS, 

STAFF WRITER

He sustained major head

injuries in the accident and had

been in a coma since.

Thomas was just finishing his

sophomore year at Warren High

School and was actively involved

in baseball, most recently playing

for the La Mirada Kings traveling

baseball team.

Thomas is survived by his par-

ents Dean and Maureen; grand-

mother, Charlene Thomas; aunt

and uncle, Tomi and Arthur Evans;

and cousins, Emily, JoAnna,

Jessica and Ashley Evans. He is

also survived by local residents

Mac and Marcus Olbera and Peter

Thomas.

A funeral service was held in

Arkansas on June 17 at Park Hill

Baptist Church in North Little

Rock. A memorial celebration will

be held in Downey on July 2,

beginning at 11 a.m., at First

Presbyterian Church of Downey.

In lieu of flowers, donations are

suggested to Smile Train, a charity to

repair children born with cleft palates,

at smiletrain.org/goto/jaredthomas.

Assembly honors
Holocaust survivors

DOWNEY – Assemblyman Tony Mendoza (D-Norwalk) recently

honored a couple from Whittier who survived the Nazi Holocaust and

became pillars in the community and at Temple Ner Tamid of Downey.

Howard and Miriam Brookfield joined Mendoza on the floor of the

Assembly on April 27 to be recognized as survivors during the annual

Holocaust Memorial Ceremony held in the state’s Capitol.

The ceremony coincided with the Yom HaShoah Remembrance Day

that is observed every April 27. The ceremony concluded with the signing

of the Assembly’s Holocaust Memorial Book.

“That is one way we have to remind ourselves of the terrible atrocities

that took place over 60 years ago and remain significant in ensuring it

never happens again,” Mendoza said. “For some, the Holocaust is ancient

history. To survivors like the Brookfields, it remains an ever present part

of their lives. Their story is powerful and humbling, and should be shared

with others.”

Howard and Miriam Brookfield were both born in Germany and were

part of the 1938 roundup of Jews by the Nazis. They met in San Francisco

in 1952 and will celebrate 56 years of marriage this August.

They are both active in the Downey synagogue, where they recently

purchased a Torah (Five Books of Moses) and donated it to the Temple.

This is the sixth year members of the Assembly have honored

Holocaust survivors.

Miriam Brookfield and her husband, Howard (not shown), were hon-
ored by Assemblyman Tony Mendoza (D-Norwalk) in a ceremony
recognizing Holocaust survivors.

Howard Brookfield, left, also met with Assemblyman Edward
Hernandez.

Dinner and an orchestra show
DOWNEY – The Brotherhood of Temple Ner Tamid is organizing a

July 25 dinner at Steven’s Steakhouse followed by a trip to the Hollywood

Bowl. 

The Hollywood Bowl Orchestra will present “Art of Song” starring

Michael Feinstein. The concert will be followed by a fireworks display.

Tickets are $75 per person and include transportation, dinner and the

show. A bus will leave the back parking lot at Temple Ner Tamid at 5 p.m. 

For more information, call Jim Pinsky at (562) 869-7444.



New Titles at the 
Downey City Library

Fiction
• “Bones of Betrayal” by Jefferson Bass. Truth, lies, war & history

intertwine in this ambitious and entertaining novel of forensic sus-

pense.

• “Finishing Touches” by Hester Browne. A heartwarming new

novel featuring a young woman who sets out to transform a failing

finishing school into a thriving real-life skills academy for young

women.

• “My Father’s Tears and other Stories” by John Updike. A collec-

tion of short fiction about the celebrated author’s native

Pennsylvania and New England suburbia.

• “The Séance” by John Harwood. From the author of “The Ghost

Writer” comes a tale of apparitions, a cursed manor house, and two

generations of women determined to find the truth—even at the cost

of their  lives.

• “The Second Opinion” by Michael Palmer. A woman must con-

front an evil conspiracy in this medical thriller by bestselling author

Palmer.

Non-Fiction
• “A Bright and Guilty Place: Murder, Corruption and L.A,’s

Scandalous Coming of Age” by Richard Rayner. Hard-boiled

detectives, scheming starlets, and tabloid trials fill this dramatic

story of the early years and coming-of-age of Los Angeles.

• “George:  the Poor Little Rich Boy Who Built the Yankee

Empire” by Peter Golenbook. The definitive biography of former

New York Yankees owner George Steinbrenner looks at the life of

this notorious man and his role in building the sports franchise.

• “The Girls from Ames: a Story of Women and a Forty Year

Friendship” by Jeffrey Zaslow. The inspiring story of 11 girls in

Iowa and their enduring relationship.

• “What Was I Thinking?: 58 Bad Boyfriend Stories” by Barbara

Davilman. A collection of first-person essays describing the moment

in a relationship when a woman realizes that “it’s not going to

work.”

• “Will You Take Me As I Am: Joni Mitchell’s Blue Period” by

Michelle Mercer. The author explores the contribution of the cele-

brated and reclusive singer-songwriter Mitchell and her landmark

album “Blue.”

Visit www.downeylibrary.org and click on “New and Notable Books”
to browse more titles

LONG BEACH – Ask

Southern California anglers what

kind of bait they like to use and

the answer often is “ghost

shrimp.” 

Although the crustaceans can

sometimes be found in local shal-

low, muddy ocean tidal inlets like

Alamitos Bay and Huntington

Harbour, many fishermen buy the

live shrimp and other bait such as

worms that are imported by

Southern California bait shops. 

But what impacts could this

imported bait have on local native

marine life? That’s what Bruno

Pernet, an assistant professor of

biological sciences at Cal State

Long Beach (CSULB) is looking

at. He is being assisted by gradu-

ate student Bruno Passarelli. 

“We’re interested in whether

or not live bait that are imported

into the state pose a risk of the

introduction of non-native species

into California marine waters,”

Pernet explained. “We’ve been

doing this study that’s funded by

California Sea Grant that focuses

mostly on shrimp as a model, but

we’ve broadened it a little bit.”

They are examining local bait

from Los Angeles, Orange and

San Diego county coasts and com-

paring them to imported bait. 

“We have three main ques-

tions. First, what species are

brought into California as live

bait—what are imported species

from other states or from other

countries, and in what numbers

are they brought in every year?” 

The California Department of

Fish and Game has such a heavy

workload that checking for import

permits is a low priority, Pernet

said. “There essentially is no gov-

ernment data as far as we can tell

about what’s brought in and in

what numbers. We’re in the mid-

dle of doing a survey of bait shops

in the state to try to figure out the

answer to that question. That’s to

set up what the potential risk is.

It’s pretty amazing. You can go

to a bait shop and buy worms

from Korea and Vietnam and

Maine, or shrimp from

Washington state. 

“A second question is, of these

things that are imported, can they

survive in local waters? We’re

doing a simple physiological tol-

erance test to see if they can sur-

vive in the temperatures of marine

waters of California,” Pernet con-

tinued. 

“The last question is that when

you import these species, there’s a

Researchers study impact of 
imported fishing bait

potential for them to become inva-

sive, but there’s also a potential

for parasites that are associated

with them to be released into the

environment and become inva-

sive,” he said. “We’re interested

in looking at parasites brought in

on live bait, and for that, we’re

really focusing on ghost shrimp.” 

They are surveying the para-

sites imported with ghost shrimp

from Washington and as well as

the natural distribution of those

parasites along the West Coast

because that information isn’t

well known. 

“The ghost shrimp that is

imported from Washington is the

same species as the one that live

down here, but it’s coming from

thousands of kilometers away.

But it turns out that some of the

parasites on it are probably not

native down here. That’s still a lit-

tle up in the air,” he pointed out.

“One of the parasites we’re

studying castrates the ghost

shrimp. That’s important because

that might influence ghost shrimp

populations if they suddenly

decrease reproducing.” 

Ghost shrimp are about six

inches long and live in soft or

muddy sediments where they dig

deep burrows of up to three feet,

Pernet noted. “They scrape mud

off the sides and eat it, and their

burrows are constantly changing.

They’re doing a lot of excavating

like earthworms do in terrestrial

systems. The other important

thing is that they’re pumping

water through there all the time so

they can breathe. If there are pol-

lutants buried in the sediments,

those get exposed to the water, or

if there are pollutants in the water,

the sediment gets exposed to

them, so they really modify their

habitats. People call them ecosys-

tem engineers because they really

change the physical structure of

their environment.” 

Although the shrimp aren’t

found in large quantities in

Southern California, they’re com-

mon along the Oregon and

Washington coastlines. There, the

shrimp can be considered a pest

because they stir up sediment that

interferes with the growth of valu-

able oyster populations, Pernet

explained. 

Moreover, “Some of the para-

sites that we’re looking at in ghost

shrimp that are brought in from

Washington use the shrimp as an

intermediary host for one stage of

their life cycle, but another stage

of their life cycle is spent in fish-

es. So, the parasite might be

brought down and have some

effect on ghost shrimp popula-

tions, but they also might have

some effects on fish populations.

We just don’t really know about

those.” 

Pernet said the parasites aren’t

likely to affect humans who eat

fish that have consumed the bait

shrimp, but they could influence

shrimp or fish growth.



MIKE

THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel

home and office, service

upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE

NO OBLIGATION ESTI-

MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

ARMAS PATCHING

& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster

patching, matching all stucco

textures. Very clean. 25 years

exp. No patch too small. Free

estimates. Ask for Ray Armas

Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

HOUSEKEEPER

At it’s best, experienced,

references.

Call Lucy (562) 923-5640

HAUL ANYTHING $40+

Garage cleaning, free estimate.

(562) 674-6450

SERVICES

DOWNEY $300 OFF

1ST MONTHS RENT

OR LOWER RENT PER

MONTH, SECTION 8

HOUSING ACCEPTED

1 bed, walk-in closets,

water/trash pd. Cable ready,

pool. Nr. shops, schools, bus,

5, 91, 605 fwys.

Call (562) 803-5200

QUIET 1 BED APT.

Golf course, $900

(310) 617-3640

N. DOWNEY

2 bed, starting @ $1,350.

Pool, secured bldg.

(562) 869-4313 mgr.

FOR RENT

BIG SALE ON

Pre owned appliances wash-

ers, dryers, warranty. Free

local delivery.

Johnnies Maytag

12018 Paramount Blvd., Dwy.

(562) 927-7433

APPLIANCES

HAIR & MANICURE

STATION FOR RENT

Newly upscale salon supply

located at 11116 Downey

Ave. 1st month rent free, for

info. call Sherry.

(562) 923-0555

HAIR SALON

N. DWY. 1 BED APT.

New kit. cabinet/granite

counter top $875 mo.

11100 Pangborn Ave.

(562) 622-7110

DOWNEY $300 OFF

FIRST MONTHS

RENT! OR LOWER

MONTHLY RENT

1 & 2 BEDS

A/C, pool, water/trash pd.,

ceiling fans. Nr. shops,

schools, bus, 105, 710, 605

fwys.

Call (562) 923-8400

DWY. SMALL HOUSE

2 bed, 1 bath, large yard.

$1,500 mo. + $1,500 dep.

Call John (562) 397-8939

LAKEWOOD $300 OFF

FIRST MONTHS

RENT!! OR LOWER

MONTHLY RENT,

1 & 2 BEDS

Water/trash pd., central A/C

& heat, pool, enclosed patios/

balconies, gated/covered

parking, ceiling fans, BBQ

areas. Nr. shops, schools, bus,

605, 405 fwys.

Call (562) 809-9161

LG. 2 BR, 1 B CONDO

Top floor, secured bldg.

$1,450 mo, 1st & last mo rent.

10400 Downey Ave.

(503) 380-0763

LRG BACHELOR APT

$775/mo, utilities included.

(562) 869-2677

FOR RENT

JUNE 27 - 28

Huge Downey neighborhood

yard sale

Corner of Imperial &

Paramount

ESTATE SALE

Sat. 6/27, 8am-2pm. 

No Early Birds.  

8308 Gainsford St., Dwy

GARAGE SALE

CAREGIVER LOOKING

FOR WORK

Experienced, ref. avail.

Call Erica (323) 557-3386

WORK WANTED

SUPERB PAINTING

Exterior, Interior, senior dis-

counts, references, depend-

able & reliable. Free esti-

mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

FULL SERVICE

PLUMBING

Licensed, bonded & insured,

24/7, senior discount

McKinnon & Sons

Plumbing of Downey

(562) 904-3616

MGC CONSTRUCTION

Serving Downey since 1990,

room additions, roof repair,

plumbing, electrical, tile,

bathroom & kitchen remodel.

Cement work, windows, stuc-

co, no job too big or too

small, 10% disc. to veterans.

Bonded, Lic. #797630 &

insured. Call Carlos Medrano.

(562) 923-4005

(213) 407-0332

ACTION PAINTING &

CONSTRUCTION

Painting, remodel, interior &

exterior. Lic. 456722. Call

Steve Kennedy

(562) 928-7680

(562) 441-6509

COMPUTER

CONSULTING

Senior tutoring, upgrade,

repairs, system set up, virus

removal, troubleshooting.

(562) 714-9876

MOVING? SAVE $$$

You rent truck, I provide

careful, prof. loading &

unloading. 20 yrs. exp. Ref.,

free est.

Call Dan (562) 630-6006

Cell (310) 292-1689

SERVICES

QUIET DOWNEY APT.

2 bed, 2 bath $1,250. 1 bed,

$925 mo., elec. stv., A/C, ceil-

ing fan, new carpet & paint,

pool, covered prkng.

(562) 776-8494

DOWNEY $300 OFF

FIRST MONTHS RENT 

SECTION 8 HOUSING

ACCEPTED 1 & 2 Beds,

walk-in closets, water & trash

pd., cable ready, A/C, near

Downey Landing, schools. 

(562) 869-2919

BELLFLOWER

1 bed apt., stve. & frge. -

$895. 2 bed apt., carport, coin

lndry. - $995. 2 bed house,

carport, large yd. - $1,395

(562) 867-4710

NORWALK

1 bed apt., gtd. prkg., A/C,

$895

(562) 863-6599

www.mgbservices.net

HOUSE FOR RENT $2300

DOWNEY Remodeled 3 bd 1

1/2 bth w beam ceil den w

frpl, granite slab in ktn &

pant/lndry rm, hardwd flrs, 2

car gar, watr/trsh paid pets OK

Call (562) 712-2991

NORTH DOWNEY

2 bed $1,175 + security.

11113 Newville nr. Rio San

Gabriel pk. Remodeled, new

floors, blinds, lndry. hook-up.

Ultra clean apts. with A/C,

carport. Very quiet.

(562) 862-7071

FOR RENT

NE DOWNEY HOUSE

Beautiful, roomy 3 bed, 2

bath, fam. rm., den $2,100 mo.

(562) 400-3373

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

2 bed, 1 bath apt. $1,195, car-

pet, blind, pool, ldry., prkng.

12527 Paramount Blvd.

(562) 375-3539

FOR RENT

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

SPACE $350/MO.

Includes desk, chairs, phone

with unlimited long distance,

internet, janitorial services &

utilities included. Located in

N.E. Downey on Florence.

Call Tom (562) 304-7616

OFFICE SPACE

FOUND LG. M. DOG

Short brown hair, w/collar &

leash on Downey betwn.

Rosecrans & Contreras St.

Friendly, well groomed.

Looking for owner.

(213) 705-4422

ANIMALS/PETS



The Downey Bocce Club won first place and possession of the Traveling Trophy in the Encinitas Bocce
Tournament held June 14. Their team was comprised of (from left) Vito Bucatti, Eddie Castro, Muguel
Tamagno and Pat Limatola. Photo by Theresa Robarge

The Downey AYSO boys 12U travel team won first place in the Downey AYSO Annual Memorial Cup
Tournament. The boys allowed only one goal the entire tournament. Pictured above: Phillip Caro, Victor
Avila, Kevin Chavez, Antonio Gomez, Joshua Hernandez, David Lemucchi, Antonio Orihuela, Marcello
Frasca, Robyn Ortega, Rodryck Ortega, Andres Esparza and Luke Sarimento. Not pictured is Isiasa
Rodriguez. The team’s coaches are Johnny Lemucchi and Felipe Caro.

The Downey Kiwanis Foundation awarded scholarships to more than 25 students at its June 11 meeting at
the Rio Hondo Event Center. Among the scholarships was the Sean Feliciano Memorial Scholarship,
named in honor of the late Downey High School student. Classmates of Feliciano came up with the idea of
a scholarship honoring their friend and collected $125. The Kiwanis Club pitched in to make the scholar-
ship a full $500. Photo by Art Montoya

The Moravian Church of Downey hosted its second annual Belfry 5K Run/Walk on June 13. Participants
ranged from toddlers to octogenarians and from the competitive runner to the leisurely walker. Twenty-
four medals were awarded to the top male and female finishers in each of four age categories. Greg Alaniz
was the fastest overall finisher with a time of 17:51. Race results, photos and more information can be found
online at www.thebelfry5k.com. Photo courtesy Moravian Church of Downey



turn around and try again. 

“Don’t you know your own

city,” she asked not only surprised,

but annoyed.

“Of course, but I never drive

there, only many years ago to a

hospital,” I defended myself.

We crossed Firestone to turn

around and drive back to turn left

on Clark. I glued my eyes on

everything not to miss again the

street sign of Clark Avenue and

another time we missed. Did the

street disappear?

“Drive on, it much come soon,

I made a mistake before. I’m

sorry,” I stuttered. I felt guilty,

instead of showing her a good time,

I made her drive around and

around searching for the right

place. When we reached Imperial

Highway I knew how to come back

on Clark and so we did. Then I say

the bright mural-painted big build-

ing I have told her about before and

we quickly turned right to merge

with the traffic on Lakewood Blvd.

I pointed my hand towards it to

indicate that we finally found it.

“I don’t want to see it any-

more,” she coldly spoke to me. I

had tears in my eyes. Perhaps she

saw it or felt it, she moved her hand

from the stirring wheel and put it

on my hand resting on my lap.

With a gentle smile she looked at

me and soft-spoken words filled

the room of the humming car:

“Now let’s go for a cocktail and

the best food we can find on the

menu.”

I felt how my nerve’s tension

eased and my grateful look at her

confirmed that everything was

alright and well between us.

“We are good,” she convincing-

ly said and suddenly I noticed how

nice the weather was, a springtime

day in January. Then I faintly

DOWNEY – The newly con-

structed Desert Reign Church, led

by Pastor Don Metcalf, will pro-

vide Downey with much more than

a place of worship. With its after

school youth program and eagerly

anticipated preschool program, the

church is already shaping up to be

a promising center for children of

all ages to come together and learn. 

The preschool, which will be

directed by the Pastor’s wife,

Deborah, features a secured court-

yard and playground for the chil-

dren to enjoy. It will accommodate

around 90 students who will be

immersed in a unique educational

curriculum designed by the church.

Youth can enjoy the church’s

open and airy upstairs room, which

contains study tables, a pool table,

and even a Guitar Hero game set.

In addition to the youth-centered

Continued from page 1

Story: A short story from
Writers’ Workshop West.

remembered that there probably

was no Clark street sign, because it

was not possible to turn left. A re-

construction of the road formed a

divider with flowers and other

plants and thus probably prevented

a left turn. Tomorrow I would

check it out. 

When the time came to say

goodbye I saw that she felt bad.

She stopped the car on our way to

my house and turned off the key to

halt the engine. Her face suddenly

broke into a cracked-up expression

then slammed her hands before her

face to hide it.

“It’s Bill…he got arrested…for

embezzlement…” and after gasp-

ing these words she fell into loud

sob that her whole body was

bouncing. I was shocked and did

not know what to say, but instead

she started to speak again with a

jerky voice: “He swore to me that

he is innocent, that the other

accountant did it or perhaps even

the owner of the company him-

self.” She started to talk slowly

now in a more normal manner and

took her hands down from her face.

Shyly she looked at me waiting for

a kind answer to ease her pain.

“Oh, my God, how terrible,” I

could only think to utter. “What are

you doing to help him?”

“I don’t know what to do. We

live in a small town where almost

every one knows the other. I am so

ashamed, I cannot show my face

anywhere.”

“We’ll do something about it, I

have to think what to do next,” I

almost was breaking my brain

thinking and then called out, “You

need a lawyer, a very good lawyer

who can prove his innocence, that

is what you need right away, fast

like yesterday.”

“Yes, I thought that too, but I

don’t know one. In the Yellow

Pages are rows of lawyers listed,

but how do I know who is good or

who would mess up the case.”

The intensity of my brain strain

was successful. I remembered a

lawyer a neighbor once had and

praised him a million times. After a

while it even entered my mind that

he had a name, a name with…a

man in it. “His name is

Zimmerman and he used to live in

Downey. You can find his tele-

phone number and address in the

telephone book or call the informa-

tion,” I explained to her. The poor

woman broke out in tears again.

“Thank you, thank you so much,

now I have hope, perhaps the

nightmare will go away.” Her

hands were a bit shaking and when

she turned the car key on and start-

ed the motor, I was worried about

her condition to be able to drive.

But after lamenting a while she

insisted to be alright to drive the 40

miles. She needed to be home to

take care of things. I understood

and with many words to be careful

she drove, dropped me off at my

house and continued to drive home.

With her car disappearing into

the traffic I stood waving after her.

My emotions still in shock and dis-

belief, I tried to sum up the day’s

events. It was supposed to be a

good day. Perhaps all the unexpect-

ed run- around was breaking up her

caged-in feeling we sometimes

find ourselves trapped in. Perhaps

it had helped that she finally over-

came her embarrassment and

opened up her burdened heart. I

was glad that I could help her with

naming the lawyer, the only thing I

could do for her. Imagining all her

problems, I called myself lucky

even when I don’t always see it this

way…

Desert Reign Church makes 
its long-awaited premier

BY STEPHANIE COBAU, 

DOWNEY PATRIOT INTERN

room, the church will also adminis-

ter a center which will teach

teenagers video production skills.

Pastor Metcalf, who has overseen

the church since its construction,

intends to focus on endowing the

next generation with skills that will

facilitate its contribution to society. 

The physical sanctuary of the

church itself is just as impressive

as the remarkable youth opportuni-

ties it affords. Built like a civic the-

atre, the church can accommodate

approximately 550 people.

Furthermore, the space has been

utilized in many ways aside from

weekly services, serving as both

the venue for a weekly prayer

group as well as hosting the recent

Battle of the Bands competition.

Given the many opportunities

the church offers parishioners, it is

no surprise that the congregation

has grown rapidly since its incep-

tion. When asked about the

church’s vision for the future,

Pastor Metcalf stated, “We want to

make sure that our church adds

back to Downey in terms of civic

programs.” 

Without a doubt, the church has

been an invaluable resource for

people of all walks of life. Pastor

Metcalf observed, “Our church has

had in it probably about 15 people

who have been in prison and

because of the church and the

power of God, these people will

probably never adopt that life

again.” Furthermore, in addition to

the services it performs for people

within the congregation, the church

has been an instrumental contribu-

tor to the local Meals on Wheels

program.

For more information on the

Desert Reign Church, visit

www.desertreign.org or attend its

general sermon, which takes place

every Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
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