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Kaiser facility one 
step closer to reality

Final steel beam is lowered on new medical
complex still two years away.

DOWNEY – The Kaiser Permanente Downey Medical Center on
Imperial Highway, still more than two years away from completion,
reached an important milestone this week.

The final six-ton steel beam was lowered onto the 657,047 square-foot
hospital tower Wednesday. McCarthy Building Companies dropped the
last remaining beam.

“We are excited to reach this phase of the construction project,” Martin
Gilbert, M.D., area medical director for Kaiser Permanente Bellflower
Medical Center, said. “Our Kaiser Permanente Bellflower Medical Center
has done an outstanding job serving the needs of our patients. However,
stricter earthquake standards combined with a growing patient population
and continuing advances in medical science require us to build a new med-
ical center that will meet the future health needs of our patients.”

The hospital, scheduled to open winter 2008-09, will include a new
full-service inpatient facility with 352 beds, emergency department, and
82 departments with subspecialty services, including cardiology, neurolo-
gy, nuclear medicine, oncology, surgery and surgical urgent care, among
others.

JENNIFER DEKAY-GIVENS – A 1990 graduate of Downey High
School, she will take over as owner/publisher Oct. 1. 

FITNESS FUN – A Gauldin School Elementary fitness club held a
fundraiser at Rubio’s Restaurant last week, complete with music
andentertainment by the school’s students. Downey city councilman
Kirk Cartozian, above, was just one of many city officials who showed
up to support the event. See Letters to the Editor, page 5.

See HMO, page 11

Kaiser scores high 
on HMO report card

For the sixth year in a row, Kaiser Permanente received the most stars
in the HMO Quality Report from the California Office of the Patient
Advocate (OPA). Kaiser Permanente’s Southern California Region and
Northern California Region were the only two health plans to earn six stars
of a possible eight in the overall ratings of the just released 2006 OPA
Healthcare Quality Report Card. 

The two Kaiser Permanente regions also led the way in clinical quali-
ty. The Northern California Region scored 26 of a possible 32 stars, fol-
lowed closely by Southern California with 24 stars—the only two health
plans to earn 20 stars or more in the eight clinical measures cited by the 
OPA. 

For example, Kaiser Permanente’s Southern California Region was top
rated for breast cancer screening—providing mammograms to 84 percent
of its female members between the ages of 52 and 69. “This is an exam-
ple of what our dedicated physicians and other members of the health care
team can do to improve health,” said Jeffrey Weisz, M.D., executive med-
ical director and chairman of the board of the Southern California
Permanente Medical Group. “We’ve focused our efforts on reaching out to
women by phone, through the mail and in person to remind them that it is
time to have a mammogram. We’re confident that we’re saving lives.”

In other clinical quality areas, Kaiser Permanente’s Southern
California Region was top rated in three of five measures for diabetic

See COUNCIL, page 3

Mayor: All quiet on the
Downey Studios front

Mayor raises concerns over lack of filming
at Downey Studios.

By Henry Veneracion
DOWNEY—In Tuesday’s regular City Council meeting, Mayor

Meredith Perkins noted that “There seems to be nothing going on at the
Downey Studios nowadays,” certainly as far as making movies is con-
cerned—not like in previous months when its sound stages were visibly
humming with film-related activity. 

“I think it is headed in another direction,” he said, in subsequent
remarks. “And I wish I knew what that direction is.” 

The mayor said a meeting circa last January-February was arranged
between him and two of the principal owners for a possible explanatory
session, but only one showed up, and nothing specific or revelatory was
discussed.

Perkins voiced concerns that the uncertainty or lack of specificity
about the studios’ plans, at least at this point in time, could have a delete-
rious impact—economic or otherwise—on the city.

In other action, the Council: 
•After a public hearing, approved the assessment of a lien to recover

NOT MUCH RIGHT NOW – The dusty construction site on Imperial
Highway will soon be home to a new 657,000 square-foot medical
complex.

See PATRIOT, page 4

The Downey Patriot
sold to familiar face

Jennifer DeKay-Givens, former Miss Downey
Princess, takes over as owner/publisher.

By Eric Pierce
DOWNEY – Four and a half years after The Downey Patriot pub-

lished its first edition, the local community newspaper has been sold.
Effective Oct. 1, The Downey Patriot will be owned and published by

Jennifer DeKay-Givens, a local product who graduated from Downey
High School and even served as a princess on the Miss Downey Court.
DeKay-Givens served as the Patriot’s business manager since the paper’s
inception.

“The paper will meet the same standards that had been set since our
first edition in 2002,” said DeKay-Givens, who earned a degree in
Communications from Cal State Fullerton. “Our paper has steadily
improved through the years and I want to continue that improvement for
the community.”

Current owner and publisher, John Adams, will remain on staff as
Editor Emeritus, DeKay-Givens said.

“From the moment I knew that Jennifer was interested in buying the
paper, all the other potential buyers were ruled out,” said Adams, a news-
paper veteran since his days at the San Francisco Chronicle. “She’s a prod-
uct of the Downey Unified School District education and is keenly in
touch with the community.

“She can carry on the Patriot.”
The Patriot staff will remain largely intact, with no layoffs planned,

DeKay-Givens said. Eric Pierce has been promoted to City Editor while
Henry Veneracion will handle feature and human interest stories.

Jerry Brady, the Patriot’s longtime advertising director, retired this
week. DeKay-Givens will assume his duties.

Adams started The Downey Patriot in 2002 after the Downey Eagle,
where he served as editor, ceased operations. The Patriot was similar in
style and design to the Eagle, even employing the same distributing and
printing companies. 

Incidentally, DeKay-Givens played softball as a child with Tanya
Andrews, daughter of Jerry Andrews, publisher of the Downey Eagle.

The Patriot set up their first office inside a dusty old locker room on
the campus of Downey Adult School; two years later, they made the move
to a more professional office building adjacent to the Downey YMCA,
where they still reside to this day.

DeKay-Givens was raised in Downey, attending Good Shepherd
Lutheran School, East Middle School and Downey High School. She was
a princess on the Miss Downey Court from 1990-92.

Guided tours at Arc 
open house Oct. 6

DOWNEY—Arc of Southeast Los Angeles County (formerly
Association for Retarded Citizens), 12049 Woodruff Ave., invites the pub-
lic to its Open House Friday, Oct. 6 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., featuring tours
of its 24 programs and services throughout the day. Arc’s Open Air
Boutique will feature items from Arc’s Value Village Thrift Stores.

Arc associates will give guided tours so the public can meet Arc con-
sumers and students and review the many services offered.

The Arc provides services to over 400 individuals with developmental
disabilities including Adult Special Classes with Downey Adult School,
Southeast Industries Packaging and Assembly plant, Arc’s new Seniors
program, Day programs and much more.

For information, call (562) 803-4606.

See SURVEY, page 12

Hospital does well in
medical staff survey

By Sheila Holliday,
Downey Regional Medical Center

DOWNEY—Downey Regional Medical Center received gratifying
results in a survey of its medical staff perceptions of the hospital. This
baseline survey conducted by NRC-Picker as part of the hospital’s ongo-
ing “Total Quality Management” (TQM) quality improvement initiative
showed overwhelming support for Downey Regional. 

Compared to the average level of medical staff approval of their hos-
pitals across the country of around 70 percent, Downey Regional’s over-
all approval rating exceeded 83 percent—a very positive initial level of
support.

“The survey is a rich source of data for our TQM process which we
will use to engage the physicians in programs to make the hospital better,”
commented COO Rob Fuller. “While there are areas for improvement, and
lots of work ahead of us, it is exciting to see that our starting point is so
positive,” stated Fuller. 

Areas that the hospital’s physician staff see as strong include the qual-
ity improvement programs, collaboration among nurses and doctors,
Radiology, the Emergency Room, the Cath Lab, and overall quality and
satisfaction with nursing. 

The survey of the medical staff is one of the three major survey sets
that are being compiled to assist in the TQM process. The physicians will
be surveyed annually; patients are surveyed monthly and employees will
be surveyed at least annually. 

The first employee survey is set to go out in a few weeks. The surveys
all request the ‘customers’ opinions about the quality of services at the
hospital, and delve into very specific issues about communications, edu-
cation, customer service, emotional support, cleanliness of the facility,
timeliness of service, and a myriad of other matters all relating to hospital
operations. 

The survey results are tabulated and shared with department managers
and employees who are members of one or more of the various TQM
councils. Each council is given a mission to analyze operations in a partic-
ular area in light of the survey data. 



Discounted mammograms next month
DOWNEY—Screening mammograms will be offered at Downey

Regional Medical Center for $71 by appointment when scheduled through
October and November. 

The discount is available for all women ages 40 and older without a
prior history of breast abnormalities or surgeries.

To schedule a discounted mammogram, call (562) 904-5555 for a dis-
count coupon and appointment.

Temple sponsoring 
Mexican Riviera cruise 

DOWNEY—Temple Ner Tamid of Downey is sponsoring a trip to the
Mexican Riviera January 6-13, 2007 aboard the cruise ship, “MS
Oosterdam.” 

Amenities on board include: nightly shows, lectures, games, movies,
art auction, swimming, aside from the fine dining that usually distinguish-
es such cruises. Other options are a computer room, library, and a card
room, as well as dancing in the night clubs.

Paid reservations should be made early to reserve the best cabins.
For information/reservations, call Tracie at (714) 236-4242.

HUSBAND AND WIFE – Art and Rose Carpenter are both members
of Pro Networkers of Downey. The group meets every Friday at 7:30
a.m. at Mimi’s Cafe, Brookshire at Firestone, to network and
exchange business leads. He represents Rich and Thin International
while her business is Carpenter Realty. For information on Pro
Networkers call Harry Sacks at 319-1063.

KEEP DOWNEY BEAUTIFUL – Partnered with Heal the Bay Sept.
16 as volunteers came out and cleaned up Lakewood Boulevard from
Florence to the 5 Freeway, removing 500 pounds of trash. Stonewood
Center donated gift certificates that were raffled off at the end of the
cleanup. The next cleanup is scheduled for Oct. 21 from 9 to 10 a.m.,
with volunteers meeting at the SavOn parking lot on Firestone Blvd.

Downey High ’53 class reunion Sept. 30
DOWNEY—The Downey Union High School class of 1953 will hold

a 53rd anniversary picnic at the La Mirada Regional Park Saturday, Sept.
30. It will be a Bring-Your-Own no-host event.

For information, call (562) 923-0544 or e-mail duhs53@gmail.com

Viking Sports Reunion set Nov. 3
DOWNEY—A “Viking Sports Reunion” celebrating the 50th anniver-

sary of Downey’s 1956 championship title game against Anaheim at the
Los Angeles Coliseum, will be held Nov. 3 at the Embassy Suites.

The reunion starts at 5 p.m. followed by the Downey/Gahr game at 7
p.m. For information, call Lash Stevenson at (650) 345-5274 or visit
www.lashsplace.com.



E-mail us:
downeypatriot@yahoo.com
www.thedowneypatriot.com

Chamber ‘mixer & business expo’
DOWNEY—The Downey Chamber of Commerce presents its Mixer

& Business Expo “Golden Gala” Wednesday, Oct. 18 from 5:30-8 p.m. at
host Downey Regional Medical Center Medical Plaza, 11480 Brookshire
Ave., Downey.

The Chamber says the expo provides a great opportunity to “network
with other businesses, get business leads, tell your company story, display
your product or service, or otherwise reach more prospective clients.”
Tables are still available for the purpose.

Admission cost is $3. For information, call 923-2191.

Symphonic music
served to 3rd graders

DOWNEY—All 3rd graders in Downey Unified will be treated to a
performance by the Downey Symphony Orchestra on Oct. 25 at the
Downey Theater. The expectation is that the program will provide the
young students with a thrilling experience, and even spark an interest in
pursuing a symphonic music career. 

The Downey Savings Bank is donating funds to the Downey
Symphonic Society’s “Music in the Schools” program to make the event
possible. 

During the concert, the Downey Symphony Orchestra will explain
musical terms and concepts before students listen to the pieces of music,
each of which includes an exciting story. Teachers will prepare students
for the performance using study materials provided by the Downey
Symphonic Society.

AAUW SCHOLARSHIPS – Four women each received $1000 schol-
arships at the last meeting of the American Association of University
Women. The recipients, Nazia Bergum, Halsum Park, Jasmine
Navarette and Veronica Andrade, have all graduated from Cerritos
College and enrolled in four-year universities to continue their educa-
tion. The donations were made possible by Dr. Mary Stauffer and
AAUW members.

Contributions sought for
city’s recycling calendar

Art contest for students emphasizes oil recy-
cling and its positive effects.

DOWNEY—Fundraising for the city of Downey’s 2007 Used Oil
Recycling School Calendar Artwork Contest has begun. The annual event
includes Used Oil Recycling presentations to 5th grade students, who are
encouraged to enter the competition. 

In addition to receiving prizes, winners will have their artwork fea-
tured in the calendar.

The calendar contest is co-sponsored by the California Integrated
Waste Management Board (CIWMB), whose funds pay for calendar
development and publication (about 99 percent of the calendar cost). The
balance of funds comes from sundry contributors, to defray the cost of
awards and prizes. 

According to Kathy Simmons, Integrated Waste Coordinator for the
city, the calendar is “one of the most effective means to raise awareness
among our school youth and adults about the problems of used oil dump-
ing within our city. Do-It-Yourselfers across the nation dump more than
200 million gallons of used oil into the trash, into storm drains, and into
backyards, where it can migrate to fresh water and ocean water sources. A
single gallon of used oil can pollute a million gallons of water.”

To help address the problem, the city of Downey, with the aid of
CIWMB, has set up a network of collection centers for the safe collection
and recycling of used oil.

The city’s Used Oil Recycling School Calendar is distributed through-
out the city as well as to the staff and students at the schools. The calen-
dar sends a strong message that, in Simmons’ words, “our environment is
worth preserving.” 

For more information/to pledge a contribution, contact the city’s Used
Oil Consultant, Kevin Sales of KJServices Environmental Consulting,
(562) 944-4766, or Simmons, (562) 904-7103.

Prayer Breakfast to feature police chief
DOWNEY – The 21st annual Downey Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, the

city’s version of the National Prayer Breakfast held annually in
Washington, D.C., will be held Nov. 9 at the Rio Hondo Event Center.

The speaker at this year’s meeting will be Chief Rick Hicks of the
Cypress Police Department. Born and raised in Southern California, Hicks
served 22 years as a member of the Santa Ana Police Department, the last
12 as lieutenant.

He joined the Cypress PD in 2001 and was appointed Chief in 2003.
Hicks has served as a faculty member at Cal State Long Beach and

Golden West College, teaching Ethics and Values. He wrote the Basic
Academy 80-hour “Community Orientated Policing & Problem Solving”
curriculum.

Tickets for the prayer breakfast are $15 and the community is invited.
The breakfast buffet opens at 6:30 a.m.

For information, call (562) 923-9616.

expenses incurred by the city in the abatement of the public nuisance at
8150 Gallatin Road;

•Set a public hearing for Oct. 10, to consider adopting a resolution
approving an amendment to the present City-County agreement, which
will raise hazardous materials penalty fees, for the administration of the
Unified Hazardous Waste and Materials Management Regulatory
Program;

•Adopted a resolution approving the relocation plan for Lakewood
Boulevard improvements (Phase 1C); 

•Received and filed the Used Oil Block Grant annual report;
•Proclaimed Sept. 22-28 Childhood Injury Prevention Week;
•Proclaimed September as National Preparedness Month; and 
•Presented the Mayor’s Soaring Eagle Award to Downey High grad

Sandy Romsri, part-time ASPIRE Recreation Coordinator while she pur-
sues a degree on Radio-TV at Cal State Fullerton.

The next regular meeting of the Downey City Council will be at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 10 at City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Ave.

COUNCIL
Continued from page 1

STAR POWER – Actress Cheryl Hines, Emmy-nominated star of the
sitcom Curb Your Enthusiasm and United Cerebral Palsy Board
Trustee, discussed with U.S. Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard employment,
housing, education, and health care for people with disabilities.
Hines, who has a nephew with cerebral palsy, works on behalf of
United Cerebral Palsy and many of its affiliates across the country to
advance the independence, productivity and full citizenship of people
with disabilities. 



Q&A with the Patriot’s
new owner/publisher

By Eric Pierce
Jennifer DeKay-Givens will take the reins as owner and publisher of

The Downey Patriot on October 1, taking over for John Adams who will
assume the role of Editor Emeritus. 

Jennifer took some time recently to answer a few questions regarding
the future of the newspaper.

Question: Why did you decide to buy the Downey Patriot?
Answer: The reason I decided to purchase the Downey Patriot is

simple...I love the newspaper and I love the community. I’ve lived in
Downey since birth, attended Downey schools (Good Shepherd Lutheran,
East Middle School, Downey High School), played softball with Downey
Ponytail and the Downey YMCA. I was a Princess on the Miss Downey
Court in 1990 and 1991. I couldn’t imagine a better place for me!

Q: Will there be any noticeable changes to the Patriot?
A: “Why fix what’s not broken” that’s my motto! I believe that The

Downey Patriot is a vital source of news and community events. That
should not and will not change. If anything, I would like to include more
events and community news.
Q: What makes you qualified to run the Downey Patriot?

A: First and foremost I am extremely familiar with the Community. I
have a Paralegal Certificate and a BA in Communications with an
emphasis in Public Relations. I have worked in entertainment for
Baywatch and Spelling Communications, in two Downey law firms - Law
Offices of Richard D. Salyer and Law Offices of Larry W. Weaver and at
DirecTV.

These opportunities have provided with knowledge in legal, sales,
marketing and publicity. That combined with a great staff makes a perfect
mix!

Q: Should readers be worried that you have no prior newspaper
experience?

A: Absolutely not. Whenever the word “change” is mentioned, the
first emotion felt is usually apprehensiveness. The Downey Patriot read-
ers should rest assured knowing that with this change, The Downey Patriot
will continue to strive for excellence, maintaining the standards that John
Adams has achieved.

Q: Will there be any layoffs as a result of your ownership?
A: Too early to tell - most likely not
Q: What was your reaction when Jerry Brady, the Patriot’s long-

time advertising director, announced his retirement?
A: I have known Jerry Brady for YEARS! We have attended the same

church since I was born. In fact, he served as an Elder during my
Confirmation. I have been honored to work with Jerry, he has taught me
valuable lessons and shared his insight on his success.

Q: How will the Downey Patriot’s relationship with the communi-
ty change?

A: The Downey Patriots relationship with the community will contin-
ue to become stronger.

Q: Has your family been supportive of your new responsiblities?
A: I am very fortunate to have been blessed with outstanding mentors;

my parents for teaching me to be confident, stand straight, smile, and not
to quit. “Rub some dirt in it and get back in the ballgame”.  They also
instilled integrity, honesty, truthfulness and thoughtfulness.  

Rick and Cheryl, they were my second set of parents, and my friends.
The Givens Family provided me profound advice and wisdom when it
came to owning a company.  

Last but not least, my husband Scott.  I could not wish for a better part-
ner in life and in business.

OPENING INVOCATION – Los Angeles County Supervisor Don
Knabe invited Downey Police Chaplain Mario Guerra to open the
County Board of Supervisors meeting last week with an invocation.
Guerra invited Downey Mayor Meredith Perkins and councilman
Kirk Cartozian to attend and join him at the podium. Guerra was also
presented with a certificate by the supervisor for his service to the
community.

The Poets’ Corner
What is Beautiful?

What is beautiful?
Is it the appearance or image?

Does it matter? Or is it important?

What is beautiful?
Is it how people look at you??

Is it how people think about you?

Some will say “yes” or “no”.
But how do you know your answer is true?

There’s no answer but an explanation.
It doesn’t matter how you look.

It doesn’t matter how thin you are.

What is beautiful?

Does it matter to you, how beautiful you are?
That’s my question, is it, or not?

To me, beauty is in you.
It does matter how you act.
It matters how kind you are.

That is beautiful.

It is how you treat people right.
It is how you treat the home.

People will see the beauty in you.

That is beautiful.
—Lucy Davies,

Downey

JOHN ADAMS – After launching The Downey Patriot in 2002, thus
providing Downey with an independent source of news, he has sold
the paper. He will, however, remain on staff as Editor Emeritus.

Candidates forum for local city council
DOWNEY – Candidates for Downey City Council have been invited

by Citizens for Downey to a candidates forum Wednesday, Oct. 11 at Rio
Hondo Country Club. The forum starts at 7:15 a.m. and is open to all cit-
izens.

Candidates scheduled to take part include Robert Rubio and Mario
Guerra (District 2) and Anne M. Bayer (District 4). Bayer is running unop-
posed.

A breakfast buffet will be available starting at 7 a.m.

Soroptimist holding annual yard sale
DOWNEY—Soroptimist International of Downey is having their

annual yard sale today and tomorrow, Sept. 29-30, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at
7821 Baysinger (corner of Rives and Florence). Funds raised will support
local scholarships for women and youth. 

To donate items, call (310) 717-3637.

Temple to celebrate ‘Sukkot’ festival
DOWNEY— The Fall Festival of ‘Sukkot’—considered a time of joy

and the most important festival of the agricultural and spiritual year in the
Jewish calendar, coming just after the Days of Awe (the period from Rosh
Hashanna, the Jewish New Year and Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement)—is being celebrated at Temple Ner Tamid of Downey on Oct.
6.

Everyone is invited to bring a dairy/‘parev’ potluck dinner/dish to eat
in the ‘Sukkah’ (outdoors in the courtyard) which will be covered with
palm fronds. Dinner is at 6 p.m.

Following dinner, Sukkot Service will be held at 7:30 p.m., conducted
by Rabbi Muroff and Cantor Ellen Jaffe-Gill, with Norberto Guinaldo at
the organ.

For more information, call the Temple office, 861-9276.

CPR training taught at DRMC Oct. 3
DOWNEY—Downey Regional Medical Center, 11500 Brookshire

Ave., will present an Adult CPR class Tuesday, Oct. 3 from 6 to 10 p.m.
The class, taught by an American Heart Association-trained instructor, will
teach community members how to recognize and respond to four life-
threatening emergencies.   

The cost is $25, or $40 per couple, and registration is required. For
more information, call 904-5580. 

Rotary/YMCA pancake breakfast Oct. 7
DOWNEY—The 58th annual Rotary/YMCA Pancake Breakfast takes

place Saturday Oct. 7 at Downey High School, 11040 Brookshire Avenue,
from 7:30 to 11 a.m. 

Donation is $5 per ticket, and tickets can be purchased at the YMCA
before Oct. 7 or on the day of the event. For information, call 862-4201. 

OLPH carnival scheduled Oct. 20-22
DOWNEY – Our Lady of Perpetual Help School will hold their annu-

al community carnival from Oct. 20-22, with ride and raffle tickets going
on sale Oct. 2.

A noted community event for over 20 years, the carnival will feature
live entertainment, games, rides and food. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School is at 10441 S. Downey Avenue.
For information, call (562) 869-0963.

Business guide on city’s website
DOWNEY – The City of Downey website, www.downeyca.org, offers

a step-by-step guide on starting a business in this city.
The guide provides general information, from choosing a name to spe-

cific required permits and licenses. The guide is free.

Calling Downey High ’56 class alumni 
DOWNEY—A reunion of Downey High’s Class of 1956 is planned

for Fri.-Sun., October 6-8. Alumni are asked to call (949) 472-4616 for
details. 

Her first job was as a clerk at Penguin Frozen Yogurt on Lakewood
Blvd. and Gallatin Ave.

After graduating from Downey, she attended Cerritos College – earn-
ing her paralegal certificate – before transferring to Cal State Fullerton.
She spent the last nine years as an executive at DirecTV.

“I met John as a princess in 1990 and realized if I wanted to get my
picture in the paper, I needed to know John,” recalled DeKay-Givens. “For
the next two years, John became my best friend. I looked for him at the
concerts in the park and hounded him before he even got out of his car.”

The strategy worked: a January 2, 1992 edition of the News Tribune,
then Downey’s sole weekly newspaper which John edited, featured her on
the cover.

“I know the paper is a vital source of news to the community, and I see
it continuing,” DeKay-Givens said. “I would love to increase circulation
and readership and I would love to make the paper available to everyone.
I want to be Downey’s source for sports news, business news and commu-
nity news.

“We have a great staff right now. It’s just going to take baby steps.”

PATRIOT
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Dropout dilemma
By John Adams

Despite countless and continuing efforts to remedy the
problem, the California school system has not found a way to
reduce the high rate of dropouts.

Surveys show that the dropout rate today is 30 percent
state-wide. That’s about the same as it was in the 1970s when
educational reforms were instituted.

And 30 percent is an across the board figure for districts
throughout California. What’s more, things are even bleaker
when groups such as African American and Latinos indicate
dropout rates of up to 50 percent.

Studies indicate the added seriousness of dropout rates.
The failure to graduate from high school results in an average
reduction in lifetime earnings to just 65 percent of what one
would expect if he or she stayed and got their diploma.

Also to be considered are the hard societal facts that we are
continually being warned of the globalization of workplace
and movement of jobs overseas. The Internet allows this glob-
alization of jobs when international competition for work
becomes more a question of any job at all, rather than salaries.
In the Downey Unified School District, Darrell Jackson and
his 10-20 Club work to turn at-risk youths back into the sys-
tem so they have a second chance. He and the club are fund-
ed jointly by the school district and the City of Downey.

But there is nothing like the club on the state level.
Legislators must stop trying to sweep the high dropout rate
under the rug, and take real action.

must be from the Project Area but need not be property owners; renters are
equally affected and welcome. If you are considering membership in the
PAC, you can be comforted that it is a light commitment. We meet only
once a month for 1 to 1 ½ hours, but that has been enough to keep eminent
domain out of Downey for almost 20 years. But you must attend this meet-
ing to join.

Please come, even if you are unsure about joining – the PAC member-
ship and your fellow citizens still seek your opinion as an affected, inter-
ested party in the Project Area, and it is possible to observe our meetings
and join the committee at a later date. Concerned citizens from outside the
Project Area are also welcome to attend and give input, although they can-
not serve as members on the committee unless as a representative from
another party.

While eminent domain has expired from the redevelopment plan, it can
be reinstated at any time by the City Council – the security of your prop-
erty may hinge on only three votes! Do you trust the City Government to
choose you welfare over their budgets?

Come to the Cormack Room in the Downey City Library at 6:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Oct. 3 and see how to protect your future.

Residents band against
eminent domain threat

By Aostara Kaye,
Chairman, Downey Redevelopment PAC

The Downey Redevelopment Project Area Committee, a citizen advi-
sory panel, will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Cormack Room of the
Downey City Library. The public is invited to attend. 

If you live, run a business, or otherwise own property in what is known
as the Redevelopment Project Area, the property you rely on is vulnerable.
The City of Downey long ago declared your property to be blighted and
can now seize it any time under the power of eminent domain, forcing you
to find a new home or to relocate your business. Think of how this would
affect you.

Traditionally, the government only invoked eminent domain to secure
public infrastructure – to lay roads, construct power plants, and establish
schools. Howerver, you may have heard of a recent Supreme Court case,
Kelo vs. City of New London, in which the majority upheld that eminent
domain’s practice could be expanded to include economic development.

This means that the City can seize blighted property (like your home
or business) and transfer it to another private owner for the purposes of
economic improvement and increased tax revenues. For example: tearing
down your home to build a larger one, or closing your business to move in
a larger competitor. Take note of the subjective nature of this arrangement:
“blight” and “improvement” are matters of opinion. Your property may be
attractive and clean, but it is legally regarded as blighted.

With the wide latitude of “economic improvement,” eminent domain
could be exercised without limit, enabling myriad forms of abuse. Imagine
the implications of a city whose government can take property from one
private citizen and provide it to another: a city where developers can
coerce property owners to sell well below market value; a city whose offi-
cials can enrich friends and business contacts; a city that amasses bigger
budgets by preying on its citizens; a city that can dictate how much money
its citizens should earn and how much wealth they should own.

So who is stopping this from happening? We are – the Downey
Redevelopment PAC.

In 1987, the residents, business owners, and property owners in the
Redevelopment Project Area negotiated with the City of Downey to
remove eminent domain from the redevelopment plan. This was achieved
through a California redevelopment law that provides for these individu-
als to form and maintain a Project Area Committee (PAC) as a guardian of
their interests. The resulting body is not a City agency; it is composed
entirely of citizens from the Project Area who answer only to their fellow
constituents and to state law.

So long as we, the PAC, remain in existence, we can continue to fight
against the threat of eminent domain while advising the City Council on
the fair and proper course of redevelopment planning. But to do this, we
need the support and membership of the community – you.

Every year, the PAC holds an Annual Meeting to elect new represen-
tatives from the Project Area. These members are selected from four cate-
gories to represent their respective interests: Homeowners, Tenants,
Business Owners and Community Organizations.

We invite all interested citizens to attend this year’s Annual Meeting
on Tuesday, Oct. 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cormack Room of the Downey City
Library and to take part in this election, either to voice your concerns, to
learn more about redevelopment, or to apply for membership. Candidates 

Deterioration in service
Dear Editor:

More than a year ago I wrote a “Letter to the Editor” of The Downey
Patriot complimenting the high quality of service provided by Downey
Dial-A-Ride. I was pleased to see that letter printed in the paper. Soon
after, I went before the Downey City Council to give my thanks and more
compliments in person. 

Unfortunately, in recent months, there has been a noticeable deteriora-
tion in the quality of this much-needed service. It has come to my atten-
tion that one of your best and most experienced drivers has had his hours
reduced while less experienced and less efficient drivers have been
assigned full schedules. I heard that his age was given as the reason. We
all know that age discrimination is illegal in hiring, is it also illegal to use
such criteria when setting schedules? This is just one of the things I think
you should look into.

Another issue that I would like to bring to your attention is the long
phone delays, which can cause next-day transportation requests to be
missed altogether due to full busses. This issue and the current protocol
forcing “non-medical” requests to be made the day before caused great
difficulty to a blind friend who needed a ride to a one-time-only Braille
Seminar. Surely, some extra consideration can be given to those people
facing great handicaps and that must depend almost completely on your
service.

Prior to Donna’s retirement, Patty was her right-hand person and
things seemed to go much better than they are right now. Many of us reg-
ular riders hoped Patty’s years of experience and proven ability would
have made her the logical choice as Donna’s replacement Although I am
not related to Patty or even one of her friends, many others and I appreci-
ated her personal touch and attention to our needs. Most if not all of us that
rely on Dial-A-Ride also greatly appreciate our drivers and tell them so.
We appreciate their politeness, gentle stops, and safe driving.

The problems we are facing now are phone delays, protocol issues as
stated earlier, and other recent changes in what was once a better operat-
ing service. I look forward to the improvement you can bring about now
that these issues have been brought to your attention.
—Rosamond H. Dick,
Downey

Fitness fundraiser a success
Dear Editor,

I am writing to let you know that our event was a total success!
(Gauldin Elementary fitness club fundraiser at Rubio’s Restaurant)

We were very surprised that many of the local businesses located in the
Downey Landing came to support us and even some of the employees
from Rubio’s Restaurant came to eat with their families on their day off. 

One of our council members, Anne Marie Bayer, along with several
other parents from our school, made a direct donation to our fitness club
as well.

The mayor and all the councilmen from Downey were very impressed
and offered their support to our school in any way that they could. I was
so blown away because so many parents came together to show their sup-
port and several Gauldin School graduates from past years came to sup-
port our fitness club. (Council David Gafin graduated from Gauldin
Elementary.) 

Our Gauldin hula girls gave s spectacular performance for our guests
and the kids and some parents joined in the fun by doing the Limbo.

Overall, it was a night that we as a community of Downey will never
forget.
— Alex Gaytan,
Downey

More on illegal immigration problem
Dear Editor:

In response to Mr. G. Hortua’s letter (The Downey Patriot, Sept. 15) on
how the country is “highly profiting from cheap labor,” the corporations
that use them are, but the California taxpayers are shelling out $10 billion
a year in taxes for services used and abused by illegal immigrants. 

As far as your statement that we have an “immigrant problem,” the
word “illegal” was conveniently left out. The agenda of both political par-
ties also differ, the agenda of the Republican-led House bill is “security
and enforcement” only. The Democratic-led Senate bill is “amnesty.”
Neither one will do the job alone. 

The implication that anyone against illegal immigration is “xenopho-
bic, prejudiced, and racist,” as stated in his letter, is absurd. I am proud to
be a first-generation American, my family immigrated here as well – they
did it legally. 
—K. Reitmayer,
Downey

‘Giving U.S. away’
Dear Editor:

Recently my son joined thousands whose jobs were outsourced to
India, and soon they will be joined by the thousands of Ford Motors work-
ers, Boeing Aircraft workers and some 78 million baby boomers who will
be retiring—as many as 8,000 per day. 

How many of these people be able to continue paying some $7,500
plus a year to co-pay insurance companies like Blue Cross, and how will
these companies be able to continue operating for the rest of us? In as lit-
tle as one year we have a serious problem looming that has no solution:
millions of U.S. workers without co-pay insurance, and the millions of
illegal immigrants demanding free medical, will close many of our hospi-
tals. 

Virtually everything we use comes from another country; will we be
forced to go to other countries for medical?
—J. Hawkins,
Downey



SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

On This Day...
September 29, 1829: The Metropolitan Police Service, the largest police force in the United Kingdom serving
Greater London, is established by Sir Robert Peel. (Hence the force’s nickname of “Bobbies.”)
1954: CERN (European Organization for Nuclear Research) is established at a convention featuring 12 different
member nations. CERN gained worldwide infamy with the success of Dan Brown’s novel, “Angels & Demons.”
1988: The Space Shuttle Discovery launches on its “Return to Flight” mission, NASA’s first shuttle launch since
the Challenger disaster two years prior.
2002: Nintendo releases the Nintendo 64 game console in North America.





49ers open ice hockey
season tonight at home

Long Beach State will try to improve on last
year’s 16-16-1 record.

LONG BEACH – The Long Beach State 49ers open the 2006-07 ice
hockey season tonight, Sept. 27, against the Arizona State University Sun
Devils at the Glacial Garden Skating Arena in Lakewood.

Last season the 49ers swept all four games from the Sun Devils, tak-
ing two at home and two in Phoenix.

John Cacciatore enters his sixth year as head coach and general man-
ager of the 49ers. Under Cacciatore last year, the 49ers finished national-
ly in the top 30 out of 155 teams in Division Ii of the American Collegiate
Hockey Association. Long Beach qualified for the 2006 Western Regional
Tournament as the no. 8 seed.

Although the 49ers lost in the first round in the tournament to the
University of Denver, they rebounded the following night to beat Utah State.
Long Beach finished with an overall record of 16-16-1.

Junior goaltender Frank Mitrano will start at goalie for the 49ers
Friday. Mike Bergman will start Saturday.

Other key returning players include defensive captain Jason Hastings,
whose slapshots led all 49er defensemen in scoring. Center Brian Horwitz
is a prime candidate to lead the division in scoring this season: he was
fourth in overall points scored in the Western Region but also sixth in most
penalty minutes.

Four-year captain and center Gene Schneider is expected to return in
late October after recovering from surgery to repair a separated shoul-
der.

General admission tickets for Fridays and Saturdays games are $5 or
$2 for students with Cal State Long Beach I.D. Children under the age of
5 are free. Game time is 9 p.m.

For more information, visit www.csulb.edu/org/icehockey.

Finding the open Green
Warren rallies behind running back Jose Green to come from behind
and beat South Torrance, 14-7. La Serna up next.

GRREN PASTURES – Warren’s Jose Green, above, breaks free on his way to a fourth quarter touchdown.
Below, Scott Ramirez (5) celebrates Warren’s victory. Photos by Art Montoya

Ground game solid 
in Warren victory

By Eric Pierce
DOWNEY – It was a solid running game that put Warren in a position

to win but a daring eight-yard pass play that eventually won it for them.
Quarterback Alfonso Gonzalez found receiver Josh Blinzer in the end

zone with 46 seconds left to play as Warren rallied for a 14-7 victory last
week over South Torrance. The win was Warren’s second consecutive and
gives them momentum as they travel to face La Serna tonight in a game to
be played at Cal High in Whittier.

Warren running back Jose Green carried most of the Bears’ offensive
load last week, rushing for 157 yards and a score. His fourth quarter touch-
down made it 14-7.

Green led Warren on a 57-yard march down the field on their next pos-
session, at one point carrying the ball nine consecutive times. His rushing
took Warren all the way to the seven yard line and helped to set up
Gonzalez’s winning TD pass.

Football
Schedule

Downey
9-28 at Kennedy
10-6 at Santa Fe
10-13 Dominguez
10-20 at Lynwood
10-27 Warren
11-3 Gahr
11-10 at Paramound

Warren
9-29 at La Serna (Cal High)
10-6 Huntington Park
10-13 at Paramount
10-20 Gahr
10-27 at Downey
11-3 Dominguez
11-10 at Lynwood

Got sports stories? 
We want them!

Call Eric at:
(562) 904-3668 

downeypatriot@yahoo.com



OPENING SOON – Cynthia Marty will star as Sarah Brown in the
upcoming production of “Guys and Dolls” at the Downey Theater as
presented by the Downey Civic Light Opera. A film, television and
regional theater favorite, she will be remembered for her portrayal of
Mrs. Molloy in the recent “Hello Dolly” on the Downey stage. “Guys
and Dolls” plays Oct. 5 through 22. For tickets and information, call
923-1714.

Mary Wilson tapped 
for 31st Charter Ball

Known for her work on The Supremes, the hall
of fame member will headline gala event.

By Sheila Holliday, 
Downey Regional Medical Center

DOWNEY—Rock & Roll Hall of Fame member Mary Wilson will
headline at the 31st annual Charter Ball on Saturday, Nov. 4, at the Hyatt
Regency Huntington Breach Resort & Spa.

Wilson is best known as a member of the early and most influential girl
groups of all times, Motown’s soul and pop group, The Supremes. She was
the only member to remain in the group from its founding in 1959 through
its conclusion in 1977. During those years, The Supremes recorded twelve
U.S. No. 1 hit records.

In 1964, “Where Did Our Love Go” hit the top spot of the Billboard
Hot 100, and that same year “Baby Love,” “Come See About Me,” “Stop!
In The Name of Love,” and “Back In My Arms Again” were #1 hits. In the
period of 1965 to 1969, The Supremes recorded seven more #1 hits: “I
Hear A Symphony,” “You Can’t Hurry Love,” “You Keep Me Hangin’
On,” “The Happening,” “Love Is Here and Now You’re Gone,” “Love
Child,” and “Someday We’ll Be Together.”

The Supreme known for the twinkle in her eyes and a voice made of
velvet, Mary Wilson has taken her R&B, pop and soul classics around the
globe. She sang for former President Bill Clinton at the millennium cele-
bration at the White House, and in 2004 she performed for ABC’s Motown
45th Anniversary Special. A new Mary Wilson CD is expected out later
this year.

Widely regarded as a musical living legend, Wilson recently said, “I
have a lot yet to do with my life as an entertainer.” True to her word, she
toured in Europe this past summer, and this fall is singing in Indiana,
Missouri, Illinois and South Dakota before heading to California to per-
form exclusively at the Charter Ball on Nov. 4. From their tables or the
dance floor, guests will hear her croon classic torch songs, Supremes’ stan-
dards, and modern greats with emotion and fire.

Charter Ball is presented by the Memorial Trust Foundation, the
fundraising arm of Downey Regional Medical Center. The gala will also
feature an auction and gourmet meal, and presentations of two couples
being honored for significant community achievements. 

Proceeds from this year’s Charter Ball are earmarked for the DRMC
“Rise to the Challenge” Capital Campaign to build a new Patient Care
Tower.

For reservations, call 904-5055.

MOVIES
DINING

THEATRE
IT’S ALL HERE!

EVERY FRIDAY IN 
THE DOWNEY PATRIOT

WWW.THEDOWNEYPATRIOT.COM

CSULB Symphony 
season starts Oct. 3

LONG BEACH—The first concert of CSU-Long Beach Symphony
Orchestra’s 2006-07 season, “Things Borrowed and New,” is slated for 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Sept. 29-30 at the Gerald Daniel Recital Hall-A100.
It will be conducted by John A. Carnahan.

The program will include: Johannes Brahms’ Academic Festival
Overture, Op. 80, Rimsky-Korsakoff’s Capriccio Espanol, Op. 34, Edvard
Grieg’s Two Melodies, Op. 53, and Michal Daugherty’s Red Cape Tango.

For information/tickets ($10 adults; $7 seniors and those with valid
student ID), call (562) 985-7000 or visit www.csulb.edu/music.



Noon funeral mass 
for Joseph O’Leary

DOWNEY—A funeral mass will be held at noon tomorrow, Sept. 30
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Downey for longtime Downey
resident Joseph O’Leary, who was born Oct. 28, 1922 in Pittsburgh, PA,
and passed away in Downey on Sept. 23.

Interment will be private. Services have been entrusted to the Downey
Zrelak Family Mortuary. 

His parents were Joseph and Sarah O’Leary.
He is survived by his brother, James O’Leary; his sister, Rosemary

O’Leary of Pittsburgh, PA; his son, Robert O’Leary; his daughter, Nancy
Gibson; and grandchildren, Travis, Brian, and Keira Gibson.

SOROPTIMIST INERNATIONAL OF DOWNEY—Recently
installed their new Board of Directors for 2006-07 at the Rio Hondo
Event Center. Installed were, left to right, seated: Beverly Mathis,
President, and Sue Potter, President-Elect; standing: Linda Haines,
Director; Carol Rowland, Treasurer; Pat Heineke, Director; Dorothy
Pemberton, Asst. Treasurer; and Ellie Eck, Parliamentarian. Not pic-
tured: Monica Goel-Hornberger, Vice-President; Judy McDonnell,
Recording Secretary; and Jan Scott, Corresponding Secretary. 

Al Jacques was involved 
at local YMCA branch

DOWNEY—Longtime Downey resident Albert “Al” Benjamin
Jacques, who was born Oct. 17, 1932 in Charleston, South Carolina and
worked on various projects with Rockwell International for 30 years, then
compiled a laudable record of service with the Downey YMCA, has
passed away. 

He died on Sept. 24, leaving behind his wife, Letha; children, Laura
(Dave) Boyer, and Jon (Tammy) Deschamp; and grandchildren, Jessica,
Kevin, Kari, and Jennifer.

His immediate family included brothers, Carl, Edward, and Frank, and
sisters, Betty and Doris. At North Charleston High, he ran track and played
baseball. Voted the “most talented,” he was inducted into its Hall of Fame.
Joining the Navy in 1952, he served as a fire control technician on the
heavy cruiser, USS Helena, during the Korean War. While in the Navy, he
met his future wife, Letha Marie Harbison, in Long Beach. They were
married in 1956.

Jacques worked for Douglas Aircraft prior to Rockwell International,
where he worked on the Apollo Program and on the Space Shuttle as a
Cost Analyst. While at Douglas, he went to Compton Junior College for
his A.A. degree. 

He earned his bachelor’s degree from Cal State Long Beach in 1976.
In the same year, he joined the Downey Y’s Men Club, a service organi-
zation that lends support to the community through the YMCA. 

Among the many projects he was involved with, none engaged his
energies more through the succeeding years, including after his retirement,
than his work on the annual YMCA Christmas Tree Lot. He served as the
club president for three terms.

He also served Y’s Men International as a Regional Director, Area
Director, and International Service Director for the Brotherhood Fund. He
also served as United States Area President from 2000-2001, and was an
International Council Member from 2000-2002. 

In 1995, the “Al Jacques Award” was established for clubs that con-
tributed more than $2,500 per year to the Brotherhood Fund. His time with
Y’s Men allowed him to travel many places around the world.     

He was recipient in 1999 of the prestigious Downey Family YMCA
“Distinguished Service Award,” whose list of honorees includes Ed
Sussman, Tod Corrin, Rosemary Ferraro, Barbara Briley Beard, Lorine
Parks, Phil Prescicci, Steve Roberson, and M. D. “Hop” Morrison.  

Services are Friday, Oct. 6 at 2 p.m. at Downey United Methodist
Church, 10801 Downey Ave.

Bocce player/proponent 
Perry Michienzi was 82

DOWNEY—Perry Michienzi, a longtime Downey resident and the
leading bocce proponent here, has died. He had been living in Indio and,
prior to that, in Olean, when he died Sept. 10 after a long illness at Manor
Care in Palm Desert. He was 82. 

Born June 14, 1924 in Austin, Pennsylvania, he was the son of the late
Joseph and Angeline Deacon Michienzi.

He was a veteran of World War II and served in the U.S. Army 101st
Airborne Division as a paratrooper. He was a recipient of two Purple
Hearts and a Bronze Star.

He started playing bocce at age five and started the original bocce club.
He was known as Mr. Bocce in California and around the bocce leagues
throughout the United States. He taught bocce in several places in
California.

Michienzi is survived by a daughter, Michele Squire, and son-in-law
David Squire, and three grandchildren residing in West Seneca, New York;
a sister, Margaret Sinicropi of La Quinta; a brother, Thomas (Rose)
Mizhienzi, and sister, Frances (William) Johnston , both of Olean; and
several nieces and nephews. 

Besides his parents, he was predeceased by his wife, Joyce
(Samuelson) Michienzi; sons, Mark Michienzi and Bruce Michienzi; and
three brothers, John Michienzi, Frank Michienzi, and Anthony Michienzi.

A funeral mass was held at St. Francis of Assisi in La Quinta on
September 22. Funeral arrangements were under the direction of
FitzHenry Mortuary.

Pastor & Wife’s appreciation services 
DOWNEY—The Love, Peace and Happiness Family Christian

Fellowship in Downey will be celebrating their Pastor & Wife, Bishop
Leon & Jacqueline Martin’s, 32nd Appreciation Service in the pastoral
ministry beginning Oct. 1 at 3:30 p.m. and continuing on Oct. 4 at 7:30
p.m., and ending on Sunday, Oct. 8 at 3:30 p.m.

Participating are Pastor Charles Smith of Shackelford Miracle Temple,
Bishop Napoleon Rhodes of New Jerusalem Christian Fellowship, Apostle
Kenneth Green, Sr. of Messiah Full Gospel Bible Fellowship, Dr. Zebedee
Jackson of New Jerusalem Christian Center and other pastors from the
surrounding cities. For information/transportation, call (562) 806-9890.

Clifford M. Emmons
services at Miller-Mies

DOWNEY—Clifford M. Emmons, a 53-year Downey resident, died
Sept. 25 at the age of 85.

Born in Dix, Nebraska, he was a member of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church and belonged to the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Services will be held Wednesday, Oct. 4 at 10 a.m. at Miller-Mies
Mortuary in Downey. Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery in Los Angeles.

Emmons is survived by his daughter, Margaret Bartha; son, Joseph M.
Emmons; grandson, Joseph Emmons; granddaughter, Veta Gashgai; and
three great grandchildren.



patients and in two mental health measures. 
Kaiser Permanente’s diabetic patients were most likely to receive eye

exams to watch for a disease that can cause blindness, to receive kidney
function tests to watch for signs of kidney damage and to have their blood
sugar monitored appropriately. 

The OPA measures also rated Kaiser Permanente’s Southern
California Region highest for providing anti-depressants for patients
who need them.

“It takes diligence, caring and concern to achieve these results, “ said
Benjamin Chu, M.D., president of Kaiser Permanente’s Southern
California Region. “Our task now is to continue our efforts to improve
care and to help our patients to live healthy lives. We think reports such as
this provide valuable information for health care consumers.”

HMO
Continued from page 1

TURN
THOSE

UNUSED
ITEMS
INTO

CASH!
OUR

DEADLINE
FOR

CLASSIFIEDS
IS

WED. 11 A.M.

Downey
Patriot
CLASSIFIEDS
(562) 904-3668

Downey Christian Women’s Club meets
DOWNEY—The Downey Christian Women’s Club next meets at

11:45 a.m. on Oct. 11 at Los Amigos Country Club, 7295 Quill Drive in
Downey. Speaker is Lisa Patterson, who will talk on “How Life Can go
from Pieces to Purpose.”  

The buffet luncheon’s theme is “Country Fair” with a Silent Auction as
a special feature. Beverly Madru is providing the music.

The meeting is open to both men and women, and is held on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month. 

Reservations are requested by the Monday before the luncheon, and
may be made by calling Ginnie, 927-8488, or Delores, 868-7135.
Luncheon is $12. ‘College Night’ open to

local high school kids
NORWALK—Cerritos College will hosts the University Mega Fair

and College Night 2006 on Tuesday, October 3, in partnership with
ABC, Bellflower, Downey, and Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School
Districts. 

The yearly event draws more than 2,000 high school students, parents,
and high school faculty and staff. 

The University Mega Fair will be held 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Falcon
Square; College Night 2006 will be held 7 to 9 p.m. in the college’s gym-
nasium. Admission to the event is free, and parking will be free in Lot C-
1 after 5 p.m.

For more information, contact Monica Acuna at (562) 860-2451, ext.
2285 or macuna@cerritos.edu, or visit www.cerritos.edu/collegenight. A
map of the campus is available at www.cerrtios.edu/guide.

KIWANIS DONATION - Henry Ikemoto (left), a Lifetime Member of
the Downey Los Amigos Kiwanis, accepted a donation on behalf of the
Salvation Army.  Kiwanis president Bob Belcher presented the award.

L.B. Playhouse presents ‘The Heiress’
LONG BEACH—“The Heiress,” a play by Ruth and Augustus Goetz,

is scheduled to run at the Long Beach Playhouse Studio Theater, 5021 E.
Anaheim St. in Long Beach, Oct. 13-Nov. 18. 

The play takes place in New York in the 1850s, and the basic story tells
of a shy and plain young girl, Catherine Sloper, who falls desperately in
love with a delightful young fortune hunter. Catherine’s lack of worldli-
ness prevents her from realizing that the young man proposing to her is not
entirely drawn to her by her charm. 

Catherine’s father, a successful doctor, sees through the fortune hunter
and forbids the marriage, but his daughter proposes an elopement which
fails to materialize because the young man knows most of her expected
fortune will go elsewhere if he marries her. Catherine retires into a little
world of her own. But the fortune hunter turns up once more and again
proposes to her. 

Tickets are $20 general admission, $18 for seniors, and student prices
are $10 and Saturday with valid student ID. For information, call the Box
Office at (562) 494-1014, option 1. 

Regular Friday and Saturday evening performances are at 8 p.m.
Sunday matinees are Oct. 22 and Nov. 5 and 12 at 2 p.m.

Barbara Leigh is OASIS feature
DOWNEY—Popular songstress and storyteller Barbara Leigh will be

the featured speaker at the Oct. 2 meeting of OASIS at the Barbara J. Riley
Community Center.

The OASIS program, under the direction of Harriett Paine, will meet
at the community center during October while cafeteria renovations at
Downey Adult School are completed.

The class opens for enrollment at 3 p.m. and dinner tickets can be pur-
chaed up until 3:45 p.m. The program starts at 4.

The dinner menu includes vegetable soup with brown rice, chicken fet-
tuccini, normandy vegetables, caesar salad, potato roll, strawberry gelatin
with fruit cokctail, milk and coffee.

Dinner is served at 5 p.m. and costs $2.

Church to celebrate
Downey homecoming

DOWNEY – Forty years ago – on October 9, 1966 – the people of
Downey Memorial Christian Church dedicated their new sanctuary on
Florence Avenue. On October 8, present and former members will observe
the 40th anniversary of that event with a special Homecoming worship
service and potluck lunch.

Austin Coe, minister at the time, will share his reflections and remem-
brances during the 10:30 a.m. service.

A cornerstone box that was sealed at the church 40 years ago will be
opened as part of the Homecoming festivities.

Starting next spring, the church will mark its yearlong Jubilee (50th)
Anniversary celebration.

Downey Memorial Christian Church is located at 8441 E. Florence
Avenue in Downey. The public is invited to the event.



 
 
 
 

LOCAL CANCER ADVOCATES—Visiting Washington, D.C. recent-
ly to see Cong. Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34) seeking support for a
legislative agenda, “Congressional Cancer Promise,” to improve the
prevention, detection and treatment of cancer, include representatives
from Downey, Huntington Park, Walnut Park, Bellflower and
Cudahy. Downey’s Gabriela Hurtado-Gutierrez is at extreme right. 

Local health advocates lobby Congress
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard

(CA-34) thanked local cancer advocates from her district for traveling
recently to the nation’s capital to garner support for a legislative agenda to
improve the prevention, detection and treatment of cancer.    

During the meeting, the congresswoman signed the American Cancer
Society Cancer Action Network’s “Congressional Cancer Promise.” The
Promise asks members of Congress to support increased funding for can-
cer research at the National Cancer Institute and for the National Breast
and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program. 

The program provides breast and cervical cancer screenings and treat-
ment to low-income, uninsured women. The Congressional Cancer
Promise also seeks support for Patient Navigators, a health service that
helps patients navigate the health care system to find quality cancer
screening, treatment and care in their area. 

In addition, the Promise legislative agenda seeks to make cancer
screenings more accessible to Medicare beneficiaries and would also elim-
inate their co-pays for breast and colorectal screenings. Nearly three quar-
ters of all cancer deaths occur in the 65 and over population.

Pushkin’s life, work
explored at festival

LONG BEACH—A four-day festival celebrating the life and work of
19th century poet Alexander Pushkin will be held at the Karl Anatol
Center in Cal State Long Beach Oct. 5-8. 

Pushkin is credited by many literary critics with revolutionizing
Russian literature and ushering in its modern period. It is said that, with
his lyricism and revolutionary use of the vernacular in his plays and
poems, he inspired generations of Russian writers. Pushkin died in 1837.

A.S. Pushkin Festival co-chairman Alexander Yahontov said the
Russian literary genius created the Russian language as we know it today.
It is the hope of festival organizers, he said, that the students at Cal State
Long Beach and the city’s general population will get a glimpse at least of
Russian literature and interested enough to explore its richness.

The festival includes appearances by Russian celebrities, film show-
ings, recitals, songs and discussions.

For instance, it was recently noted that patients believed communica-
tions with them while they were inpatients were good. But our survey
scores showed that there were a few other hospitals in the State with bet-
ter scores. DRMC was above average, but had a ways to go to beat the best
practices level in some of these areas. 

Armed with that information that there is room for improvement,
councils meet on a regular basis to ‘brainstorm’ how they can change what
is done or how to do something in order to meet the patients’ needs better.
Research into best practices is done, and the councils evaluate the sugges-
tions of the employees for change, prioritize them, and will ultimately for-
mulate implementation plans.

Once the implementation plans are reviewed and approved by one of
the oversight councils, the ‘unit-based’ councils will go forward and
implement the changes suggested by the employees.

Results will then be analyzed in new surveys taken after the changes
were implemented, compared to its prior scores and to State ‘best prac-
tices’ scores to see if improvements were made in meeting patients’ (and
physicians’ and other employees’) needs. This will be a continuous cycle
of surveying customers, comparing results to best-practices, implementing
changes, and re-surveying that comprises the TQM process.

“The purpose of the TQM process is to make the changes needed to
better meet patients’, physicians’, and employees’ needs,” stated Fuller.
“The result of TQM processes is that those organizations that truly enact
the TQM process and focus on customer needs and make the changes nec-
essary to meet those needs, will become the leading competitor in their
fields. This has been proven over and over in the American economy, in
everything from restaurants to major computer, television, and automobile
companies.”

SURVEY
Continued from page 1

Better get auto insurance
soon or else, warns DMV

SACRAMENTO—Californians who operate their vehicles without
auto insurance could have their vehicle registrations suspended effective
Oct. 1 as part of new legislation designed to reduce the risk of economic
losses sustained as the result of collisions involving uninsured motorists.

The legislation, signed in 2004 by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger,
requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to notify a customer
about possible vehicle registration suspension if their insurance company
fails to provide proof of insurance within 30 days of a vehicle’s initial reg-
istration with the department, or within 45 days once DMV has been noti-
fied by an insurance carrier about a policy cancellation.

“This new law is intended to protect Californians by reducing the num-
ber of uninsured vehicles on our roads,” said Sunne Wright McPeak,
Secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency during a
news conference this week at the DMV South Sacramento Field Office.
“Each year thousands of collisions occur involving uninsured vehicle
owners.” McPeak was joined by State Senator Jackie Speier, who authored
the law, and George Valverde, Director of the state Department of Motor
Vehicles. 

“SB 1500 requires insurers to electronically transmit insurance verifi-
cations to the DMV and it directs the DMV to notify a vehicle owner if the
vehicle is not insured,” said Director Valverde. “Beginning Oct.1, we’ll be
in a position to identify vehicles that are uninsured and begin the process
of notifying motorists of the need to get their vehicle insured.”

Since July 1, 2006, law enforcement agencies have been able to elec-
tronically verify if any private-use vehicle is properly insured by access-
ing the department’s vehicle registration database. DMV statistics show
that there are more than 23 million licensed drivers in California who
operate almost 30 million vehicles.

DMV statistics show that 1.4 million drivers have been convicted since
2001 for driving without proper insurance coverage.



Diabetes management series available
DOWNEY—A Diabetes Management Series begins Tuesday, Oct. 3

at Downey Regional Medical Center. The class will meet from 9 to 11:30
a.m. one day a week for four weeks for a total of 10 hours of instruction. 

The Diabetes Education instructor will teach how to manage diabetes
by focusing on diet, medication, exercise and complications. Along with
persons who have diabetes, a family member or friend is welcome to
attend.  

All classes are held at Downey Regional Medical Center, 11500
Brookshire Ave. in Downey. 

A $10 registration fee for the series is required and is payable at the
door on the first day of class. Enrollment is open to the general public, and
a minimum of 10 people is needed to hold the class. 

Pre-registration is necessary by calling 904-5580 or 904-5578.

BOB BELCHER – Downey Los Amigos Kiwanis president Bob
Belcher presented a $1500.00 check to Jim Klosterman (left) of
Downey Regional Medical Center in support of the Hospital Charter
Ball and this year’s Golden Anniversary event. 

Cost of not closing 
can be very expensive

By Cathleen Carr
Everyone knows buying a home is expensive. But not buying a house

can run into quite a few dollars as well. When the property deal falls
through the price of bowing out of a home purchase can be high. A lot of
little expenses and fees that homebuyers encounter on the path to closing
still must be paid even if the deal falls through. Those expenses can add
up to shockingly high amounts. Many of the expenses cannot be trans-
ferred to another purchase.

When buyers bid on homes, the offers they make come with the under-
standing that contingencies written into the contracts will be satisfied. A
house must pass an inspection, for example, or a buyer’s financing pack-
age must come through. If those things don’t happen, the deal dies, but the
expenses accrued do not go away.

What you’ll still have to pay
Inspection fees: One of the prime reasons home sales break down is

that inspections turn up unforeseen problems. Usually, a seller will try to
accommodate a buyer in order to get the house sold, but sometimes the
problems can’t be negotiated away. The inspector’s fee can run anywhere
from about $250 for a small job to $1,000 or more for a big one, and is
generally the responsibility of the buyer.

Title search: Generally speaking, title insurers undertake title search-
es and they often absorb the search cost if a home purchase is cancelled,
according to Jim Maher, executive vice-president of the American Land
Title Association. There can, however, be cancellation fees that the buyer
has to pay. Whether these fees apply and how high they can run varies
from state to state.

Survey: Surveys can find encroachments on the property or other
problems that buyers may want to know about before they take possession.
The property survey is often ordered by somebody else in the chain, usu-
ally the buyer’s attorney or the lender, but it’s the buyer who gets the bill.
If any discrepancies that arise cannot be corrected or the deal falls apart
for other reasons, the surveyor must still be paid. That can amount to $500
to $1,500, or more for really big jobs.

Attorney fees: Many real estate attorneys work on a flat rate and
sometimes those fees can be applied to another home purchase, provided
it is made within a designated time period, say a year. Other attorneys
charge an hourly rate, which means any labor spent on a deal that fails still
has to be paid for by the buyer. That can easily run into the hundreds of
dollars. If there is any hassle about terminating the contract, the fees can
quickly hit four figures.

Appraisal fee: Many lenders insist an independent property appraisal
be done before they approve the final loan, according to Moulton. It may
be to protect the lender but it’s the buyer who pays for it, typically $300
or so.

Financing costs: Application fees can usually be applied to another
purchase but the delay can, in the current rising rate environment, cost
buyers dearly, in added interest on their mortgages. Buyers locked into a
low rate can buy an extension. It costs about a half percent of the amount
of the loan for an extra 30 days.

Document preparation fees: Mortgage lenders and title companies
charge these to put together all the papers they need to go forward with the
loan.

Bottom line
Add it all up and the expense of canceling a home purchase can easily

add up to several thousand dollars – and it’s not even tax-deductible.
There’s no real solution to the costs associated with backing out of a deal.
Making an offer on a home sends a big piece of machinery into motion and
puts many different people to work. They have to be paid.

But buyers should calculate whether the costs of fixing whatever is
wrong with the property adds up to a lot more money than it costs to back
out of the deal – before they make the decision to walk away. 
Cathleen Carr is the public relations director premierpropertyads.com



ACTION PAINTING &
CONSTRUCTION

Int. & ext. painting, stucco,
windows & remodeling.
Lic. 456722. Call Steve 

(562) 928-7680

TIRED OF
YOUR TENANTS?

Let us manage & maximize
your rentals.

Across The Street
Property Management

(562) 895-3509

CARPET 4 U
Carpet & vinyl. Free in home
estimates. Mohawk, Shaw,
Beaulieu, Kane, Congoleum. 

!!!SALE!!!
6’ cushion floor - 50¢ per lin-
ear ft. 6’ vinyl floor - 75¢ per
linear ft. Limited quantities.
Showroom at 9303 Alondra
Blvd. in Bellflower.

(562) 866-2195

STEAM CARPET
CLEANING

Shampoo sofas & cars, free
estimate. Call Manuel

(562) 634-3344
(562) 803-5859

TAX PROBLEMS?
Enrolled Agent admitted to
practice before the IRS. Tax
preparation, consultation and
representation. If you have
problems with the IRS or FTB 

I can help!
Office (562) 803-3569
Cell (562) 305-0874

SERVICES

DRE APPROVED
REAL ESTATE

SCHOOL
Live sessions $199 reim-
bursed. Call Darlene

Century 21
My Real Estate Co.
(800) 641-2111 x 119

CLASSES

DWY. 2 BED, 1 BATH
Carport, pool, blinds $1,150
mo. Call after 3 pm

12527 Paramount.
(562) 923-0850
(562) 577-0308

1 BED APT.
9448 Nance #7, Downey

Spacious, frig. & stove, gar-
den walk up $875. Call Jim

(562) 803-1467

WHITTIER HOUSE
FOR RENT

Beautiful house 3 bed, 2 bath,
detach. 2 car garage, brand
new landscaping, nice area
$2,000 mo. & $2,000 sec.
dep. No Section 8, for info.

(562) 843-8000

FOR RENT

MOVING SALE
Fri. & Sat. 9-29 & 30 8 am - 4
pm. Household items & furn.
Everything must go!

8209 Cole, Downey

ESTATE SALE 8 - 4 PM
SAT. & SUN. 9-30 & 10-1
Many new items - household
& furniture.

7902 Farm, Downey

VINTAGE/
NON-VINTAGE

Yard Sale 9-29, 9-30 & 10-6,
10-7, 7 am. Clothes & more.

7712 Phlox St., Downey 

SAT. 9-30, 8 AM
Furn., clothing & misc.

8413 Lexington Rd., Dwy.

ESTATE/YARD SALE
Sat. 9-30 & 10-1, 9 am - 5
pm antique furn., depression
glass, rugs, old dresser, pat-
terns, yardage, clothing,
books, mirrors, drafting
table & household items.
Rives Mansion.

10933 Paramount at 3rd
St., Downey

GARAGE SALE
Sat. & Sun. 9 am.

12654 Glynn, Downey

GARAGE SALE

3 BED, 2 1/2 BATH
1,633 sq. ft., master suite,
F/P, 2 car attch. gar. Owner
agt. Chana.

(562) 712-4622

CONDO FOR SALE

DESIGNER TABLES
Lamps & pictures.

(562) 928-7263

FOR SALE

BEAUTIFUL UNITS
Two 3 bed, 2 bath, 5 months
new & one 2 bed, 1 bath unit
+ 3 new double car gar.,
excellent location in So. Gate.
Call for information.
(562) 715-2155 agt. Nelson

APTS. FOR SALE

NORTH DOWNEY
LAND!

Prime R-3 lot! 14,810 sq. ft.
prelim plans 7 units! R-1 lots
also! Agent

(562) 618-0033

LAND FOR SALE

CARE GIVER NEEDED
(562) 861-6648
(562) 402-3331

HELP WANTED
Private school in Downey
looking for FT & PT teacher
E.C.E. units required.

(562) 862-4251

EMPLOYMENT

CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 776-9933

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, differences, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

ARMAS PATCHING
& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas
Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

SERVICES

Visit us @
www.TheDowneyPatriot.com






	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16



